
CHAPTER III

GOD'S MAN FOR GOD'S PLAN

Robert  C l inton Howa rd  was  bo r n  n ea r  Dev i n e ,  Med i n a

County,  Texas,  June 26,  1887. He was  de l i ve red  i n to  th i s

wo r l d  by  a  Neg ro  “Mammy”  m i dw i f e .  He  was  t he  son  o f

Robe r t  Samue l  and  Texas  Leona  ( B l e v i n s )  Howa r d .  R .  C .

reported in  later  years that the fami ly  l ived in  a  two-room

log house, consisting of a large room with a p lank f loor and

a k itchen with a  d i r t  f loor .  He  often  attended h is  younger

brother whi le his father and mother picked cotton. 

At the age of seven Howard entered the country school

t h r e e  m i l e s  a w a y ,  w h e r e  h i s  f i r s t  b o o k  w a s  t h e  o l d

Swinton's Pr imer .  T h e r e  w a s  o n e  t e a c h e r ,  a n d  h e  h a d

about  n inety  s tudents  f rom seven  to  twenty-one ,  g rades

one to ten. Part of the t ime R. C. had to walk alone through

the  pas tu re  to  schoo l ,  t hough  a t  t imes  he  got  to  r i d e  a

horse, sitting behind one of h is aunts and hold ing on to the

back of the saddle. 

R .  C .  attended th is  country  schoo l  f r om  f i v e  t o  s e ven

m o n t h s  e a c h  y e a r ,  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  f a r m  e v e n i n g s  a n d

through the summer.   He completed the tenth grade,  after

w h i c h  h e  p e r s u a d e d  h i s  p a r e n t s  t o  s e n d  h i m  t o  T y l e r

Commercia l  Col lege, in Tyler ,  Texas, where he completed in

s i x  m o n t h s  a  c o m b i n e d  s t e n o g r a p h i c  a n d  b o o k k e e p i n g

c o u r s e .  A f t e r  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h i s  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y  h e

secured a posit ion as  bookkeeper  and stenographer  in  San

Anton io ,  Texas .  A f te r  seve ra l  months  i n  th i s  pos i t i on  he

was e lected as  a  teacher  o f  shor thand ,  bookkeep ing ,  and

other commercia l  subjects in the Tyler Commercia l  Col lege.

A f te r  a  f ew  months  he  was  p romoted  to  Manage r  o f  t he

Bookkeep i ng  and  Sho r thand  Depa r tments  of a branch



college in Memphis, Tennessee.

In the meantime he had met and fa l len in love with M i ss

Hett ie  T i l ley ,  of  Dev ine,  Texas,  and on June  10 ,  1906 ,  he

went  back  to  the  o ld  home-p lace  to  c l a im  h i s  b r i d e . 1  H e

was  of fe red  a  pos i t ion  as  bookkeeper ,  s tenographer ,  a n d

buyer for a furniture store in nearby San Antonio. R. C.  and

his new bride set up housekeeping in the city in June 1906. 

I n  e a r l y  o f  t h a t  y ea r ,  a  man  c ame  i n t o  t h e  f u r n i t u r e

store represent ing the Hera ld of  L iberty,  K ing of  Fraterna l

O rde rs ,  o f  the  s ta te  o f  A labama,  w i th  a  new and  unusua l

k i n d  o f  l i f e  i n s u r a n c e .  A f t e r  t h e  p l a n  w a s  t h o r o u g h l y

explained, R. C. appl ied for the maximum amount, which was

$2,500, on what was ca l led the Reserve  Fund D ist r ibut ion

P lan.  After  further study of  the plan, Howard became more

and  more  en thus i a s t i c  about  the  p l an .  Soon  he  to l d  t h e

agent that he thought he could s ign  up  some members  fo r

the p lan.  The agent to ld R.C.  that he wou ld  get  a  contract

wr itten up,  and that R.C.  could have a l l  of  San Anton io ,  as

the agent responsible for the city was going back home to

Kentucky.

Soon R. C. Howard was issued a part-t ime contract ,  and

so began h i s  l i f e t ime  assoc i a t i on  w i th  the  l i f e  i n su rance

business. He continued his regular job, sel l ing i nsu rance  as

a  s ide l i ne .  The  f i r s t  two peop le  he  contacted  bought  t h e

plan; so the die was cast.

After  about a year in  San Antonio,  Howard was  of fered

a  b e t t e r - p a y i n g  j o b  a s  b o o k k e e p e r  a n d  m a n a g e r  o f  a

commissary on a ranch near Del  R io.  Although the Howards

were  located  twe lve  m i l es  f rom town ,  R .C .  wen t  t o  t own

every  two or  three weeks ,  and he usua l ly  managed to  se l l

1" A g e  N o t  H e r  F a v o r i t e  T o p i c , "  a n  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  W e s t b r o o k  C o l l e c t i o n
( H o w a r d  M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y ,  K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  O k l a h o m a  C i t y ) ,
publ ished on the o cca s i on  o f  He t t i e  T i l l e y  Howa rd ' s  n i n e t i e t h  b i r t hday ,
i nd i c a ted  t ha t  R .  C .  h ad  been  a  s t uden t  o f  He t t i e  some  yea r s  p r i o r  t o
the i r  ma r r i age . She was  some s ix  years  o lder  than he .  



two or three insurance pol ic ies. 

I n  the  l a t te r  pa r t  o f  1908  Howard  r e s i g ned  f r om  t he

commissary  to  devote  fu l l  t ime to  the  i n su rance  and  rea l

estate bus iness .  Mov ing  back  to  h i s  hometown of  Dev ine ,

the  Howard fami ly  wh ich  now inc luded  a  young  daughte r ,

Hazel Kate, quickly settled down. In Devine, R. C. bought his

f i rst  house on easy te rms .  Afte r  purchas ing  a  good horse

and rubber-t i red buggy and o p e n i n g  a n  o f f i c e ,  R .  C .  w a s

ready for  bus iness .  Se l l ing  some town p roper ty  and  some

farm land  a long  w i th  h i s  l i f e  i nsu rance ,  he  rap id ly  became

well-known in the area.

After  operat ing on a part-t ime contract with the insur-

ance company for a  year  or  two,   R .C.  was sending in  more

b u s i n e s s  t h a n  m a n y  o f  t h e i r  f u l l - t i m e  a g e n t s .  A l m o s t

i m m e d i a t e l y  h e  w a s  o f f e r e d  a  f u l l - t i m e  c o n t r a c t ,  w i t h

l a r g e r  c o m m i s s i o n s  a n d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  a p p o i n t i n g

subagents .  In  1911 h e  w a s  o f f e r e d  a  c o n t r a c t  f o r  t h e

ent i re state of Texas,  provid ing he would purchase a  b lock

of  stock in  the Internat iona l  Loan and Trust  company,  the

ho ld ing  company  fo r  the  Hera ld  o f  L ibe r ty .  R .  C .  ente red

into  th i s  agreement ,  and  i n  May  1912 ,  he  was  appo in ted

Grand Deputy for the state of Texas. 

In 1912 an offer was made by the insurance company to

reward any of its agents who wrote three hundred thousand

do l l a r s  o f  bus iness  w i th  a  f ree  t r ip  t o  t he  head  o f f i c e  i n

Phi ladelphia and a  t r i p  to  At l ant i c  C i ty .  The  l eader  was  to

rece ive an add i t iona l  th ree  hundred  do l l a r s  cash ,  and  the

second-p lace winner was to rece ive one hundred a nd  f i f t y

dol lars cash. Cl inching second-place, in August,  R .  C .  a long

with his fami ly boarded a Southern Pacif ic Pul lman for  the i r

dream vacation. None of them had ever r idden on a Pul lman

before;  so they were understandably thr i l led.  After  a week

of excitement, it was back to the dai ly business. 

In  1913,  fo r  some reason ,  the  insurance company was



not g iven a l icense to wr ite the i r  spec ia l  fo rm of  po l i cy  i n

Texas .  R .  C .  Howa rd  had  to  make  a  momentous dec is ion .

Would he give up the insurance business and concentrate on

real estate, or would he give up his home and move to some

fo r e i g n  s t a t e?  He  h ad  become  so  a t t a ched  t o  t h e  l i f e

insurance bus iness and  to  the  Hera lds  o f  L iber ty  that  the

choice was not too diff icult.

S i n ce  R .  C .  h ad  hea rd  d i r e  s to r i e s  o f  t he  c yc l one s  i n

Oklahoma, he chose New Mex ico.  Ear ly  in  1913 the Howard

fam i l y  a r r i ved  i n  Deming ,  N e w  M e x i c o .  T h e r e  w a s  n o t  a

pol icyholder  in  the state,  and  R .  C .  d i d  no t  have  a  s i ng l e

contact. Within ninety days ,  he had so ld  over  one hundred

po l i c i e s  and  was  go i ng  o u t  t o  o t h e r  t o w n s .  S o o n  t h e

company a l lowed h im to enter the Ar izona market.  A s ta te

l i cense was procured ,  and subagents  were  appo inted .  Not

long afterward ,  the  state  of  Ca l i fo rn ia  w a s  o f f e r e d  t o  R .

C., and he operated there as wel l .

In  1914, the man who had been appointed to  Ok lahoma

had  f a i l e d  a t  t he  j ob ,  a nd  R .  C .  w a s  a g a i n  o f f e r e d  t h e

Ok l ahoma te r r i to ry .  I n  September ,  Howard ,  h i s  w i f e ,  and

three chi ldren arr ived in Oklahoma City.  R .  C .  Howard soon

o p e n e d  a n  o f f i c e  a n d  w a s  b a c k  i n  b u s i n e s s .  S h o r t l y

a f t e r w a r d  R .  C .  w a s  o f f e r e d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  A r k a n s a s .

Here he appointed more subagents.  For many yea rs  he  had

agents  in  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  Ar izona ,  New Mex ico ,  Ok lahoma,  and

Arkansas .  

In 1924, R. C .  gave up a l l  of  h is  state contracts except

Oklahoma because he did not want to be away from home so

much.2 T e x a s  w a s  a g a i n  o p e n e d  u p  f o r  t h e  s a l e  o f

insurance,  and R .  C .  secu red  Texas  a s  we l l ,  f i gu r i ng  tha t

the  t rave l  wou ld  b e  m i n ima l . 3 A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  R .  C .

2" C i t y  M a n  M i x e s  I n s u r a n c e  w i t h  M i n i s t r y ,  S u c c e s s f u l l y , "  i n  t h e
W e s t b r o o k  C o l l e c t i o n ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  " s l i c i n g  t h e  s i x  s t a t e s  f r o m  h i s
t e r r i t o r y  c u t  a  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  s a l a r y  t o  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 . "  R e c a l l ,  t h o s e  a r e  1 9 2 4
do l l a r s !



Howard, having felt the cal l  of the ministry for many years ,

came to the group meeting at the Kelham Avenue location.

Brother Howard was sent out from Immanuel  to min ister

t o  a  g r o u p  o f  t w e n t y - e i g h t  w h o  h a d  n o  c h u r c h  a n d  n o

charter .  They d id not even own the bu i ld ing i n  wh i ch  they

met.  R .  C .  was a  layman,  a  Sunday Schoo l  teacher ;  but  he

had the God-given touch.  He  had  the  ab i l i t y  to  t r ans fo rm

th i s  nuc l eus  o f  twenty -e igh t  i n to  a  v i t a l ,  l i v i ng ,  g row ing

church. In twenty years the church grew from twenty-e ight

membe r s  to  mo re  t h an  t h r e e  t hou s and  membe r s .  T he r e

were more than s ix thousand addit ions.  Kelham establ ished

or supported near ly th i rty miss ions,  many of which became

self-support ing churches.4

When  R .  C .  Howard  f i r s t  came  to  Ke l ham,  h e  f o u n d  a

smal l ,  d isor iented,  concerned group of  peop le .  They w e r e

concerned because there was  a  revers ionary  c l ause  i n  the

deed for the church property that stated when it ceased to be

used for a church, the property would r eve r t  t o  t he  o r i g i n a l

owner .  L ike the ch i ldren o f  I s r ae l ,  they  found  themse lves

w a n d e r i n g  i n  a  w i l d e r n e s s .  I t  s e e m e d  a s  i f  t h e  v e r y

foundat ions  of  the i r  f a i t h  we r e  s hak i ng .  The i r  n ame  and

charter had been removed. Unknown to them, however, God,

a s  H e  a l w a y s  d o e s ,  h a d  a  m a n ,  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  R .  C .

Howard ,  who wou ld  l ead  them forward  to  g reater  he ights

than they had  ever  be fo re  known .  A l though  he  had  never

been an ordained preacher, he had been a deacon, a Sunday

School superintendent, a teacher and worker  in  the church,

and a successful  businessman. 

3F i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  H e r a l d  o f  L i b e r t y ,  K i n g  o f  F r a t e r n a l  O r d e r s ,  w a s
reorgan ized into  an  o l d  l i n e  l e g a l  r e s e r v e  c o m p a n y ,  a n d  R .  C .  H o w a r d ,
J r . ,  j o ined  h i s  fa ther  i n  the  i nsurance  bus iness .

4R o b e r t  C .  H o w a r d ,  S r . ,   Autobiography ,  1 9 4 1 ,  ( u n p u b l i s h e d  m a n u -
sc r i p t ) .  



Marker  embedded in  the s idewalk  at  the or ig ina l  locat ion of  The Ke lham

Avenue Bapt ist  Church,  NE 14th and Kelham



Quickly taking R. C .  Howard to  the i r  hearts ,  the  peop le

at  what had former ly  been Ke lham Avenue Bapt i s t  Chu rch

asked h im to  he lp  them to  reo rgan i ze  i n to  a  chu rch .  The

group that had moved to Twenty- th i rd  and  P rospect  used

the Ke lham Avenue Bapt ist  Church n ame  f o r  o n l y  a  s ho r t

t ime. With the ass istance of R.  C.  Howard the organizat ion

of a new church was soon perfected, and on May 11, 1924,

it was formal ly organized with twenty-eight members. 

These members  were  dec la red Charter  Members  of  the

reorganized church5 :

BROWN,  Mrs  Roy LAND IS ,  Ray

BROWN, T.  E . LAND IS ,  M r s .  R ay

ER ICKSON,  J .  B .  MAGU IRE ,  M r s .  H .G .  (Ma ry )

ER ICKSON ,  M r s .  J .  B .  OWENS, G. W.

EVANS ,  M r s .  Mo l l i e OWENS,  Mrs .  G .  W.

GOODNER, R.  D. SHUMAKE,  E .  T .

H IGHT,  B lanche SHUMAKE ,  May  H .

H IGHT ,  M rs .  S .  W . T IEFEL,  George

HULL,  Welt ie T IEFEL ,  Mrs .  George

JONES,  George T IEFEL ,  Pau l

K IMMEL ,  Be rn i ce WHITMAN,  Mrs .  E l i zabeth

K IMMEL ,  B .  L . WH ITMAN,  M rs .  John

K IMMEL ,  Co r r i n e WHITMAN,  John  S .

K IMMEL ,  M r s .  G . T . WHITMAN,  Ruben

The Moderator  of  the meet ing was E .  M.  Johnson,  C lerk .

With the organ izat ion  o f  a  c h u r c h  t h e  m e m b e r s  h a d

avo ided the loss  o f  t h e i r  c hu r c h  p r ope r t y .  L e t t e r s  we r e

issued to  t hose  membe r s  who  des i r ed  them by  Memor i a l

Chu r ch .  S ho r t l y  a f t e r ,  Memo r i a l  C hu r ch  t r a n s f e r r ed  t he

deed to the property,  the charter ,  and the Ke lham Avenue

5M i n u t e s  o f  T h e  K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  H o w a r d  M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y
(Ok lahoma C ity) .



Bap t i s t  Chu r ch  n ame  t o  t h e  r e o r g a n i z e d  c h u r c h 6.  U pon

complet ion of the church organ izat ion i t  was voted to ca l l

R. C. Howard as their minister. They agreed to pay h im sev -
enty-f ive dol lars per month. He accepted the cal l  as supply

pastor ,  and became the i r  pas to r  even  though  he  was  not

ordained at the t ime.  The church  asked for  the  ord inat ion

of R.  C.  Howard to the fu l l  work of  the gospel  min istry.  On

June 15, 1924, he was ordained.7

The Bapt i s t  Messenger ,  J une  18 ,  1924 ,  i n  a n  a r t i c l e

ent it led,  “Ordinat ion of  R .  C .  Howa rd  t o  Fu l l  Wo r k  o f  t he

Gospel Ministry,” reported,8

P u r s u a n t  t o  c a l l  o f  t h e  K e l h a m  A v e n u e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h
w h e r e  B r o t h e r  R .  C .  H o w a r d  h a s  b e e n  s e r v i n g  a s  s u p p l y
pastor ,  a  counc i l  of  Bapt ist  min isters  and deacons met  Sunday
af te rnoon ,  June  15 .  The  counc i l  wa s  con s t i t u t ed  a s  f o l l ows :
M in i s te r s  A .  B .  Robe r t s ,  F .  A .  Godsoe ,  T .  G .  Nethe r ton ,  W.  S .
E v a n s ,  R .  C .  M i l l s ,  C .  E .  M y r i c k ,  H a l e  V .  D a v i s ,  W .  W .
S togne r ,  R i c h a r d  McK i n l e y ,  D r .  J .  A .  P r i c e  a nd  Evange l i s t  E .
A .  Pe t ro f f  o f  B l ue  Mounta i n ,  M i s s i s s i pp i .  Deacons  T .  E .  Gant ,
W .  S .  J a m e s ,  G e o r g e  H u s t e d ,  G .  N .  L o n g f e l l o w ,  B e n
Longfe l low,  W.  A.  Cov ington,  T .  W.  Barnes ,  G .  W.  Stomp,  D.  R .
Evans ,  George T iefe l ,  and R .  E .  Whitton.  

T h e  p r e s b y t e r y  o r g a n i z e d  b y  e l e c t i n g  F .  A .  G o d s o e ,
mode ra to r ;  W .  W .  S togne r ,  c l e r k ;  Evange l i s t  E .  A .  Pe t ro f f  to
c o n d u c t  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ;  A .  B .  R o b e r t s  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e
a d m o n i t i o n ;  W .  S .  E v a n s  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  B i b l e ;  a n d  T .  G .
Netherton to of fer  the ord inat ion prayer .  

6T h e  a c t u a l  t r a n s f e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d o c u m e n t ,  " R e s o l u t i o n s
Adopted by  Memor ia l  Bapt i s t  Church"  (Westbrook  C o l l e c t i o n ) ,  w a s  J u n e
7 ,  1925 .  The  document  i t se l f  i s  a  cu r i ous  i n s t rument ,  w i t h  The  Ke l h am
Avenue  Bapt i s t  Church  (operat ing  then  as  The  Memor ia l  Bapt i s t  Chu rch )
t rans fe r r i ng  t i t l e ,  r i ghts ,  and  p roper ty  on  Ke lham Avenue to  The Ke lham
Avenue Bapt ist  Church.  See Appendix  B .  

7T rad i t i ons  c i r cu l a ted  tha t  Howard ' s  pas to r ,  D r .  R i d g e w a y ,  i n  a n  a t t e m p t
to keep Howard at  Immanue l  ca l led off  the ord inat ion serv ice .  I t  has good
at tes ta t i on  f r om Katha r i n  T i e fe l  Tay l o r ,  who se  f a t h e r  wa s  a  d e a con  o f
Ke lham at  the  t ime .  Odd ly  enough ,  the  a r t i c l e  i n  The Baptist Messenger
(which is printed in its entirety on pages 38–39, does not ment ion  D r .  R idgeway  as
hav ing  been present  when h i s  fo rmer  Sunday  Schoo l  supe r i n tendent  and
deacon was orda ined to the min ist ry .

8The Bapt ist  Messenger ,  June  18,  1924.



U p o n  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  w h i c h  s h o w e d  t h a t
B ro the r  Howa rd  was  we l l  t augh t  i n  t he  s c r i p tu r e s  and  sound
in  Bapt i s t  fa i th ,  the  counc i l  recommended to  t he  chu r ch  t ha t
the ord inat ion be proceeded with.  

R e v .  R .  C .  Howa r d  i s  a  s u c ce s s f u l  b u s i n e s sman  a n d  h a s
recent l y  y i e l ded  t o  a  c a l l  t o  p r e a c h  w h i c h  h e  h a s  f e l t  f r o m
c h i l d h o o d  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  e v e n  a n  a c t i v e ,
d e v o t e d ,  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  a s  d e a c o n ,  S u n d a y
Schoo l  super in tendent  fo r  y e a r s ,  t e a c h e r  a n d  w o r k e r  c o u l d
not  take  the  p lace  w i th  h im  o f  comp le te  subm iss i on  to  God ' s
w i l l .  B r o t h e r  H o w a r d  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  a s  p a s t o r  o f  t h e
r e c e n t l y  r e o r g a n i z e d  K e l h a m  A v e n u e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  a n d
togethe r  as  pas to r  and  peop le ,  m a y  t h e y  l i v e  a n d  p r o s p e r ,
knowing the r ich  f e l l owsh i p  o f  t hose  who  wa l k  and  wo rk  w i t h
God.

With R.  C.  Howard as the leader ,  the growth of the Kel -

h a m  A v e n u e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  w a s  p h e n o m e n a l .  B r o t h e r

Howard was a  s t rong  be l i ever  i n  t i th ing .  He  be l i eved  that

everyone should give at  l east  one-seventh  of  h i s  t ime and

one-tenth of h is  earn ings to the loca l  church .  He certa in ly

pract iced what he preached. He never accepted any pay a s

pastor and gave much more than one-seventh of his t ime. 

Although he never attended col lege or graduated from a

seminary,  Robert  C l inton Howard became one o f  t h e  m o s t

successfu l  Southern  B a p t i s t  p a s t o r s  o f  h i s  d a y .  H e  w a s

pastor  of  on ly  one chu rch  and  neve r  r ece i ved  a  do l l a r  o f

sa lary because of h is successful  insurance business.

“City Man Mixes Insurance With M in ist ry ,  Successfu l ly , ”

an art ic le in the Westbrook Col lect ion,  ev ident ly  wr i tten in

1945,  twenty-one  years  i n to  t h e  m i n i s t r y  r e c i t e s  R .  C .

Howard’s nightmare weekly schedule:9

The genera l  schedu le  i s :  Monday morn ing ,  insurance d ictat ion ;
Monday  a f t e rnoon ,  chu r ch  c a l l s ;  T u e s d a y ,  a l l  d a y ,  c h u r c h
w o r k  a n d  s i c k  c a l l s ,  u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  a n  e m e r g e n c y  a t  t h e
o f f i c e .  W e d n e s d a y ,  i n s u r a n c e ,  a l l  d a y ,  u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  a
c hu r c h  eme rgency ;  Thu r sday  mo rn i ng ,  i n s u r a n c e ;  T h u r s d a y
a f te rnoon ,  chu rch ;   F r i d a y ,  c a l l s  o n  p r o s p e c t s  a n d  p r e p a r e s

9Few peop l e  r ea l i ze  R .  C .  H o w a r d ,  S r . ,  w a s  o n l y  f i f t y - e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d  a t
the t ime of h is death.



sermon;  Saturday  morn ing  a t  the  i nsu rance  o f f i ce ,  and  i n  the
afternoon makes  ext ra  a r rangements  fo r  Sunday serv ices .

A t  n i g h t  t h e  p a s t o r  c a l l s  o n  p r o s p e c t s ,  h a s  m e e t i n g ,
corresponds with the 200 serv ice men of  the  chu rch ,  many  o f
whom  he  w r i t e s  p e r s ona l  l e t t e r s .  H e  s e n d s  t h e m  C h r i s t m a s
candy and cook ies and remembers them other ho l idays.

He  says  he  neve r  gets  t i r e d ,  n e v e r  w o r r i e s ,  b u t  a d m i t s  t h e
rout ine keeps h im pretty busy.

O f  c ou r s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  t ho se  d ay s  when  t h r e e  f u n e r a l s  o c c u r
the  same morn ing ,  v i s i t ing  re l ig ious  leaders  come to  town,  a l l
the  s tate  representat ives  o f  h i s  i n su r ance  company  come  to
h i s  o f f i ce  fo r  a  meet i ng ,  and  an  unexpected  l ega l  confe rence
abou t  chu r ch  p rope r t i e s  i s  c a l l ed .  Bu t  i t  a l l  w o r k s  o u t ,  h e
says .

I t  i s  because  he  p l aces ,  ‘ F i r s t  Th ings  f i r s t , ’  he  be l i eves .

As the church cont inued to  g row ,  i t  soon  became ev i -

d en t  t h a t  mo r e  r oom  wou l d  b e  r e q u i r e d .  R .  C .  H o w a r d

expressed it this way10:

F i r s t  we  bu i l t  on  to  the  o ld  o r ig ina l  24  foot  by  30 foot .  Then
w e  b u i l t  a  t a b e r n a c l e  3 0  f e e t  b y  6 0  f e e t  w h e r e  t h e
Educat iona l  Bu i ld ing now stands.  Then we purchased four  mo re
lots to the  west  o f  us  on  Fourteenth  St reet  and  then  in  1928
we began the erect ion of the  p resent  aud i to r i um,  and  then  we
p u r c h a s e d  t w o  m o r e  l o t s  o n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  T h i r t e e n t h  a n d
Kelham and moved the frame bui ld ing to i t .  Then we to re  down
the  tabernac le  w i th  the  sawdust  f l o o r  a n d  b u i l t  i n  1 9 3 6  o u r

present Educat iona l  Bu i ld ing .

R. C. Howard was ordained in the middle of June; on July

2 ,  1 9 2 4 ,  b i d s  w e r e  t a k e n  o n  t h e  l a b o r  t o  e n l a r g e  t h e

bu i ld ing .  As ear ly  as  June 11,  a lmost  f ive  hundred do l l a rs

had been subscribed to the building fund. On Sunday August

17 ,  1924 ,  Ka tha r i n  T i e f e l  (M r s .  Ka r l  T ay l o r )  j o i n ed  t h e

church,  as d id Verna Darnold (Mrs .  F ranc is  Wo l fe) .  On th is

same day,  Mr .  and Mrs .  A lbert  Perry ,  parents  of  Mrs .  Cec i l

(Helen) Cotner, joined.

10The Bapt ist  Messenger ,  May  31 ,  1946 .



T h o s e  e a r l y  y e a r s  w e r e  e x c i t i n g ;  K e l h a m  g r e w  e x -

p los i ve l y  du r i ng  th i s  t ime  pe r iod .  I n  August ,  w h e n  R .  C .

Howard was b a r e l y  t w o  m o n t h s  i n t o  h i s  m i n i s t r y ,  f o r t y

members were bapt ized in a lake in the twenty-s ix hundred

b l o c k  o f  No r t h ea s t  S i x t e en t h .  I n  S ep t embe r  t h e  W h i t e

Orchard C i rc le  p laced a  memor i a l  w indow in  the  church  i n

h o n o r  o f  S a r a h  K .  B a t h .  I n  J a n u a r y  1 9 2 5 ,  T h e  H o w a r d

Memoria l  L ibrary was started. In this  same year the Ladies'

Aid paid off the one-hundred-dol lar note that had been bor-

rowed to f inance the new add i t ion .  In  June,  the f i rst  m i s -

sion volunteer, Bernice Kimmel, came to Kelham. 

Somet ime dur ing that  year ,  Ke lham purchased two lots

near  Northeast  F o u r t e e n t h  a n d  K e l h a m ,  a n d  S a r a h  B a t h

d o n a t e d  t h e  c o r n e r  l o t .  P l a n s  w e r e  d r a w n  t o  b u i l d  a n

auditor ium. I t  was to be a br ick bu i ld ing ,  f i f ty  feet  by one

hundred and ten feet,  with a fu l l  basement.  The auditor ium

was to seat  e ight  hundred persons .  There were seventeen

c lassrooms,  a  nursery and a  k i tchen in  the  basement .  The

bui lding was dedicated November 18, 1929. The dedicatory

sermon was given by J.  B. Rounds, Baptist State Secretary.

The new auditor ium of The Ke lham Avenue Church

Brother Howard had always been a bel iever in  miss ionary

work,  h is church having contr ibuted more than seven thou-

sand do l la rs  to  the miss ionary  endeavor in the first four



years  of  h is  min ist ry .  I t  was  not  long after  the ded icat ion

that  Brother  Howard led h is  f lock to be deep ly  invo lved in

local  missionary work.11

11The  d i f f e rent  l i s t s  o f  Ke lham's  m i ss i ons  va ry ,  depend ing  on  t he  sou r ce .
Append ix  C  conta ins  the best  in format ion  ava i l ab le  to  th is  wr i ter .


