
Chapter IV             

MISSIONS ACCOMPLISHED

No church has had  as  many “ fa i l u res"  in  m iss ions  they

have  s ta r ted  as  has  Ke lham.  Ke lham made  an  a t tempt  to

sta r t  a t  l east  ten  m iss ions  t ha t  we re  no t  success fu l .  A t

t imes  t he  w rong  l o c a t i o n  w a s  c h o s e n ;  p e r h a p s  a n o t h e r

Bapt ist church a l ready ex isted nearby.  At t imes populat ion

shifted, and the need for the mission ceased to exist. Some

miss ions were started in areas where there were not rea l ly

enough people nearby. Many  o f  these  were  abandoned  fo r

one reason or another .  Even in these so-ca l led fa i lures,  we

must ask,  were they rea l ly  fa i lu res?  Later ,  churches were

star ted  at  the  same locat ions  in  wh ich Ke lham attempted

m i s s i on s .  Many  f ound  Ch r i s t  i n  t he se  “ f a i l e d "  m i s s i o n s .

“Fa i l ed"  miss ions  w e r e  n o t  a n y t h i n g  f o r  w h i c h  K e l h a m

shou ld  be ashamed.  Many of  them served the  pu rpose  fo r

which they were establ ished, even  though on ly  fo r  a  short

t ime.

A l though  no  chu rch  i n  Ok l ahoma  C i t y  h a s  h a d  m o r e

mission  fa i lures than Kelham, the converse is a lso true.  No

chu r ch  i n  Ok l ahoma  C i t y –pe rhaps  i n  t he  who l e  s t a t e  o f

Ok lahoma–has  estab l i shed more  successfu l  m i s s i ons  t han

has Kelham.

In  the ea r l y  1930s ,  R .  C .  Howard  es tab l i shed  what  he

cal led “Gospel  Teams." These teams usual ly consisted o f  a

g r o u p  o f  l a y m e n  f r o m  t h e  h o m e  c h u r c h  w h o  w e n t  i n t o

surround ing areas and in  schoo lhouses and other  ava i lab le

bui ldings and p resented  the  gospe l  o f  Jesus  Ch r i s t .  F rom

the reports  g iven by these Gospe l  Teams,  i t  soon  became

evident that the f ie lds were r ipe for the harvest and that



Chr ist ians shou ld therefore fu l f i l l  the Great Commiss ion of

making disciples.

One of  the members ,  who had recent l y  bu i l t  a  modest

four - room house  not  near  any  other  church ,  sa id  to  R .  C .

one  day ,  “B rothe r  Howard ,  c o u l d  w e  e s t a b l i s h  a  S u n d a y

Schoo l  i n  my home on  Sunday  a f te rnoons?"  R .  C .  r ep l i ed

that they certainly could. The fol lowing Sunday afternoon, a

g r oup  w i t h  t h r ee  o r  f ou r  t e a che r s  m e t  a t  t h e  w o m a n ' s

home .  The  membe r  h a d  a s s e m b l e d  e i g h t e e n  o r  t w e n t y

people together, mostly chi ldren. After stat ing the purpose

for  the gather ing,  the group was d iv ided into three or four

c l a s ses .  A f te r  t each i ng  t h e  l e s s o n  f o r  t h e  d a y ,  R .  C .

brought a br ief message to the people and announced that

the Sunday School would be he ld  each Sunday afternoon in

the future.  

The fol lowing Wednesday n ight  the  matter  was  brought

before the church ,  and the  church  voted to  estab l i sh  th i s

as  a  miss ion  po int ,  extend ing the  arm of  the  chu rch .  The

church also elected a superintendent of the miss ion Sunday

School .  The f i rst  miss ion stat ion ,  known as North Miss ion ,

was on its way.1  

After  a few weeks attendance had grown to  more  than

fo r t y  and  t he  f ou r - r oom  h o u s e  w a s  o v e r r u n .  A  t e a c h e r

wou ld  take  four  o r  f i ve  pup i l s  out  to  a  ca r  and  teach  t he

pupi ls  in  th is  makeshift  c lassroom. Soon the  necess i ty  fo r

a  house  i n  wh i ch  to  meet  became  appa ren t .  The  c h u r c h

agreed to buy the mater ia l  to bui ld a twenty-by-th irty–foot

bu i l d i ng  w i t h  a  d i r t  f l oo r .  The  b i l l  f o r  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w a s

$325, including the roof .  One of  the  men's  c lasses  agreed

to build the bui ld ing. The woman who had in it iated the work

offered two lots for a bui lding. 

1H o w a r d ,  L o c a l  M i s s i o n  S t a t i o n s ,  ( H o m e  M i s s i o n  B o a r d  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n
Bapt ist  Convent ion ,  At lanta ,  n .d .) .



The  Women ' s  M i s s i ona ry  Un i on  ag reed  t o  p r o v i d e  a

ch icken d inner  i f  the men would bu i ld  the  bu i ld ing .  On the

appointed day about f ifteen men and the pastor went out to

construct the bui ld ing.  A l though the  bu i lders  were  s lowed

c o n s i d e r a b l y  a f t e r  d i n n e r ,  t h e  h o u s e  w a s  s t i l l  f i n i s h e d

before nightfal l .  The fol lowing week,  benches were bui l t  for

the building. An old pulpit was salvaged; someone donated a

baby bed for the nursery; and the mission was in operat ion.

From that t ime, on a regular  bas is ,  Sunday School  was held

i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a  s h o r t  s e r m o n  o r  e x h o r t a t i o n  w a s

del ivered by the super intendent.  P raye r  meet i ng  was  he ld

on Thursday evening so that the pastor of the home church

could meet with them. R. C. Howard deemed th i s  a  must  fo r

every miss ion stat ion.2

Severa l  years  later  th is  bu i ld ing was moved to another

l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  c i t y  t h a t  h e l d  g r e a t e r  p r o m i s e . 3 O n l y

future histor ians can decide whether the North Miss ion was

a “fa i lu re"  o r  a  success ,  bu t  f o r  t hose  seven ty - f i ve  who

made  p ro fess i ons  o f  f a i t h  the re  i s  no  que s t i o n  t h a t  t he

work succeeded.

A f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  m i s s i o n  w a s  w e l l  u n d e r  w a y ,  “ a n  i n -

tens i f ied  miss ion  sp i r i t  b roke out”  in  the  church .4 Two o r

t h r e e  m e m b e r s  w e n t  t o  t h e  p a s t o r  a n d  t a l k e d  a b o u t

estab l ish ing miss ions at  other  po ints .  One  young man and

h i s  w i f e  a n d  a  h e l p e r  o r  t w o ,  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e

church and the pastor, went to a schoolhouse severa l  mi les

out in the country and started a Sunday School that met on

Sunday afternoons.  However,  “the roads were  so  muddy in

the winter that a car could not get there and the work was

abandoned.”5 T h i s  i s  l i k e l y  w h a t  w a s  k n o w n  a s  t h e

2Ib id .
3T h i s  b e c a m e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  S i x t y - T h i r d  S t r e e t  M i s s i o n ,

estab l i shed in  March 1935 (Bapt i s t  Messenger ,  May 18, 1939).
4Howard ,  Local Mission Stations.



“Mexican Mission."   

Not many months e lapsed unt i l  t he  man  who  had  been

super intendent at  the f i rst  miss ion fe lt  that someone e l se

could do a better job there. He wanted to move on to a new

f i e l d .  A  schoo l house ,  l oca ted  “ some  two  m i l e s  f rom  t h e

home church on the same side of town and not c lose to any

othe r  chu rch , ” 6 w a s  c h o s e n  f o r  a n o t h e r  m i s s i o n  s i t e .

With the permiss ion of  the  t rustees ,  an  a f te rnoon Sunday

Schoo l  was  s ta r ted  i n  the  basement  o f  the  schoo lhouse .

Th is  was ca l led Crooked Oak  M iss ion .  Af te r  estab l i shment

o f  t h e  m i s s i o n ,  R .  C .  H o w a r d  h e l d  a  t w o - w e e k  r e v i v a l ,

resu l t ing  in  twenty-seven profess ions  o f  f a i t h ,  m o s t  o f

whom were bapt ized .  Ground was leased,  and  a  f o r t y - b y -

f i fty-foot tabernacle,  with sawdust f loor,  was erected.  The

building cost $1,200. 

The miss ion  cont inued to  grow,  and about  “200 sou l s

were bapt ized f rom the miss ion .”7 When the home church

d e e m e d  t h e  m i s s i o n  “ l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  b e  s e l f -

susta in ing,”8  i t  w a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  i t  b e c o m e  a

church. The church was organized in 1934 with 122 charter

members. It was cal led Eastern Avenue Bapt ist  Church.  The

name was later changed to Victory Bapt ist  Church,  located

at 2205 Southeast  F i f teenth .  V ic to ry ,  i n  tu rn ,  sponsored

Sooner Miss ion,  which became the  Sooner  Bapt i s t  Chu rch .

Th i s  chu rch  es tab l i s hed  the  Westm in i s te r  R o a d  M i s s i o n .

Victory Church is st i l l  a functioning Baptist church in 1989.

R .  C .  Howa rd ,  “ h e a r i n g  o f  t h e  d i s con t i n u a t i o n  o f  a n

I n te rdenom ina t i ona l  Sunday  s choo l ,  s i x  o r  s even  b l o c k s

f r om  ou r  S t a t e  C ap i t o l , ” 9 a n d  t h e  p e n d i n g  s a l e  o f  t h e

5Ib id .
6Ib id .
7Ib id .
8Ib id .



bui ld ing, went out on the day of the sa le .  The bu i ld ing was

to  be  o f f e red  to  t he  h i ghes t  b i dde r  by  sea l ed  b i d s .  The

bu i ld ing was about  twenty-by-th i r ty–feet  w ith  a  s a w d u s t

f loor.  According to h is own account,  R.  C.  f igured someone

m igh t  b i d  s even t y - f i v e  do l l a r s  o r  p o s s i b l y  s e v e n t y - s i x

do l l a rs ;  so  he  b id  seventy-seven  do l l a rs .  H i s  b id  w a s  t h e

highest; so he bought the building. 

The fol lowing Wednesday night Howard to l d  the  chu rch

what he had done, and they voted to re imburse h im for  the

bu i l d i ng .  The  bu i l d i ng  was  i n  a  poor  l o c a t i o n  becau se  o f

muddy condit ions; so w i t h  r opes ,  a  Fo rd  ca r ,  and  seve r a l

h e l pe r s ,  t he  bu i l d i ng  was  moved  t o  a  b e t t e r  l o c a t i o n .

Located on rented land, the church's fourth miss ion,  to  be

known as Capitol Mission, was establ ished.10

Th is  m iss ion  was  set  up  l i ke  the  prev ious  ones ,  w i th  a

Sunday School  super intendent and teachers from the home

church. Young preachers w ith  no p lace to preach began to

appeal  to B r o t he r  Howa rd  f o r  a  l o c a t i o n .  Many  o f  t h e se

young preachers got their training in th is  and other Kelham

missions. 

 

9Ib id .
10H o w a r d ’ s  m i s s i o n a r y  s p i r i t  c o m e s  t h r o u g h  i n  h i s  c o m m e n t  o n  t h i s

occas i on :  “One  o f  ou r  l a rges t  chu rches  i n  the  c i t y  a t  the  t ime  I  bough t
th i s ,  re fused to  buy i t  o r  to  have  a  m i s s i on ,  s ay i ng  we  d i dn ’ t  need  ove r
f o u r  c h u r c h e s  i n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y ,  o r  f i v e  a t  t h e  o u t s i d e . ”  T h e  1 9 8 7
Annual  of  the Bapt ist  Genera l  Convent ion of Oklahoma l i s ted  e i gh ty - th ree
churches  report ing  in  the  Cap i ta l  C i ty  Assoc iat ion !



Capito l  M iss ion                          Cap ito l  Church,  1951

In 1941 the Capitol Baptist Mission was const ituted into

the Capitol Church, with e ighty-seven charter members.  A l l

p r o p e r t y  w a s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  n e w  c h u r c h .  A  n e w  b u i l d i n g

l o c a t e d  a t  N o r t h e a s t  T w e n t y - e i g h t h  a n d  P h i l l i p s  w a s

completed and dedicated in 1948. The  pasto r  a t  that  t ime

was W.  A.  Squyres ,  father  of  Ray Squyres ,  current  Ke lham

member. 

C a p i t o l  s p o n s o r e d  t w o  m i s s i o n s ,  R i d g e c r e s t  a n d

Crest l ine .  In  1954 Cap ito l  had f ive  hundred  members  w i th

an average of  three hundred and  ten  i n  Sunday  Schoo l .11

I n  l ater  years ,  due to  a  sh i f t  in  the popu lat ion ,  Immanue l ,

the mother church of Kelham, merged with Capitol.

The f i fth miss ion commenced by Ke lham was located in

the  no r thwest  sec t i on  o f  the  c i t y .  The re  was  no  Bap t i s t

church  w i th in  t w o  o r  t h r e e  m i l e s .  S o m e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e

n e i g h b o r h o o d  s e n t  w o r d  t h a t  i f  K e l h a m  w o u l d  b u i l d  a

bu i ld ing ,  the peop le  wou ld  procure the lots .12 The  chu rch

voted to establ ish a mission there and to move the bui ld ing

f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  m i s s i o n  s i t e ,  l o c a t e d  o n  n o r t h  K e l h a m

Avenue. The peop le  bought  a  tax- t i t le  lot  fo r  f i f ty  do l l a rs

11”Cap i to l  Bapt i s t s  P l an  Ce remony , ”  The Da i ly  Ok lahoman,  May 1, 1954.
12H o w a r d ,  Loca l  M i s s i on  S t a t i on s ,  r e coun ted  t ha t  t h i s  m i s s i on  a ro se  o u t

o f  conce rn  fo r  an  impove r i shed  w idow  l a dy  who  t o l d  h im  s he  cou l d  no t
a f f o r d  t h e  $1 .75  i t  c o s t  t o  t a k e  h e r  c h i l d r e n  t o  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  b y
s t reetca r .  



and the bui lding was moved onto the  lo t .  A  th ree-week  re -

v iva l  was he ld  and  fo r ty -e ight  peop le  were  bapt ized  f rom

th i s  m iss ion .   W i th in  a  mon th  t he  membe r s  ou tg r ew  t he

or ig ina l  bu i l d ing ;  so  a  new aud i to r ium fo r ty -by- f i f ty– feet

was bui l t ,  and the  or ig ina l  bu i ld ing ,  “ the  who le  th ing ,  be l l

and a l l , ”13 was  moved around to  the  b a c k  t o  be  u s ed  f o r

Sunday School purposes. 

Th is  m iss ion  was  known as  the  S ixty-Th i rd  St reet  M is -

s ion and a lso as Un ivers i ty  He ights Miss ion.  Estab l i shed in

1935,  th i s  m iss ion  became Un ive rs i ty  H e i g h t s  C h u r c h  i n

1942. It was located at 701 Northwest S ixty-th i rd .  Later  i t

became Westernwood Church,  located at 13024 north Wes-

tern Avenue.14

Un ivers i ty  He ights                  Un ivers i ty  He ights  Church ,  1939
    M i ss ion ,1951

In December of 1934 the  s i x th  m iss ion  was  s ta r ted .  I t

w a s  k n o w n  a s  F o s t e r  M i s s i o n . 15 I t  w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e

southeastern section of the city, in the newly developing oi l

f ie ld.  This miss ion was f i rst  estab l ished in  a  home.  Later  a

good  t ract  o f  l and  was  donated  by  Henry  Vernon  Foste r ,

13Ib id .
14Howard  noted  that  the  f i r s t  supe r i n tendent  o f  t h i s  m i s s i o n  l a t e r  s u r -

rendered to  preach .  One of  h i s  f i r s t  converts  was h is  own  e i gh t - yea r - o l d
son ,  who h imse l f  sur rendered to  preach .

15Bapt i s t  Messenger ,  May 18, 1939.



p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  I l l u m i n a t i n g  O i l

Company.16 This company brought in  the d iscovery we l l  on

D e c e m b e r  4 ,  1 9 2 8 ,  i n  t h e  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  f i e l d ,  w h e n

Oklahoma City Number  One began product ion .  The miss ion

was located a t  S o u t h e a s t  F i f t y - f i f t h  S t r e e t  a n d  F o s t e r

Road. 

Foste r  M i ss ion ,  1939

16H o w a r d  ( Loca l  M i s s i o n  S t a t i o n s ) l a t e r  r e f l e c t e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  m a d e  a
mistake in  not  ask ing for  a  whole  b lock  o f  l and ,  i ns tead  o f  the  ha l f  b lock
Foste r ’ s  rep resentat i ve  o f fe red .



After  rece iv ing the land,  construct ion was immediate ly

s ta r ted  on  a  bu i l d i ng  that  was  fo r ty -by - f i f ty– feet  w i th  a

wooden f loor and a sh ing le roo f .  The  cos t  o f  the  bu i l d i ng

was about twenty-f ive hundred dol lars.  It  was completed in

February 1935.17 A.  E.  Teem, who was k i l led in the serv ice

in  Wor ld  War I I ,  was the f i rst  min ister .18 With in a year the

congregat ion  outgrew the  or ig ina l  b u i l d i n g ,  a n d  a n  e d u -

cat iona l  bu i l d i ng  was  added .  I n  1940 Foste r  M i ss ion  w a s

const ituted into a church .  The name was later  changed to

Twin Oaks Baptist Church,  and they re located to Southeast

Twenty-ninth and High. St i l l  later the name was changed to

C r o s s r o a d s  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  a t  9 2 9  S o u t h e a s t  T w e n t y -

ninth.

The next  m i ss i on  p ro jec t  Ke lham began ,  l oca ted  nea r

the  downtown area ,  where  no organ ized church  work  w a s

be ing  done ,  was  known  as  the  Downtown  M i ss i on . 19 This

was among a very destitute group of  people in  the heart  of

the Depress ion .  A l i censed preacher  found a  vacant  s t o r e

bui lding in which he wished to  s ta r t  a  m i ss ion .  The  matte r

was brought before the church, and it  was voted to start  a

miss ion and sponsor the preacher there.  Howard lamented,

“We could only pay him $5.00 a week, but he th rew papers

and did other things to help out.”20 

Severa l  rev iva ls were held at the miss ion,  and one man,

who later became pastor of a Baptist church near  Oklahoma

City,  was saved.  Another  Bapt ist  church started a  m iss ion

only a few blocks away; so Kelham's mission was abandoned.

17Bapt ist  Messenger ,  May  19 ,  1939 .
18Arv i l  E .  Teem is  ment ioned i n  de ta i l  on  page  81  i n  Chap te r  V ,  “A  P r i n ce

Has  Fa l l en . ”
19K e l h a m  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  B r o t h e r  B a l l e w  i n  t h e  K i a m i c h i  M o u n t a i n s

beg inn ing  i n  1935 (Mary  F i ke ,  “H i s to ry  o f  Ke lham Bapt i s t  Church”) .
20Howard ,  Loca l  M i ss ions .



The other  church operated the i r  miss ion for  a  few months

and then quit. Was th is  Kelham miss ion a fa i lure? One man,

who became a  l i c en sed  m i n i s t e r ,  was  s aved ,  a nd  he  was

inst rumenta l  i n  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  m a n y  m o r e .  A  f a i l u r e ?

Hardly, by eternal  standards. 

The eighth miss ion, I rv ing, was establ ished in December

1937.21 A committee search ing fo r  a  bu i l d i ng  i n  wh i ch  to

m e e t  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  a n y t h i n g .  K e l h a m ’ s  p e o p l e

decided to br ing Mohammed to the mounta in .  “We dec ided

that the next best thing, unti l  we could f ind a p lace,  was to

take our cars and go down .  .  .  and take them over  to  ou r

home church,  and then take them back aga in .  .  .  .  S o m e -

times as many as 15 to 18 cars would go, and somet imes i t

was necessary to make two tr ips.”22 

When a bu i ld ing f ina l ly  was rented,  i t  was  c lose to  the

downtown a rea .  I r v i ng  M i ss ion  “was  o rgan ized  i n  a  l i t t l e

store bu i ld ing,”  acco rd i ng  to  B ro the r  Howard . 23 In  1938,

Kelham “bought a seven- room dwe l l i ng”  at  308 Northeast

Seventh for the mission, and it  quickly outgrew it .  In 1939,

the Sunday School attendance was “over  250 per  Sunday”

and  “mo re  t han  150  have  been  s a v e d  a t  t h i s  m i s s i o n . ”

Irving rapidly grew, and even though there were as  many as

two  hund r ed  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f o u r

bapt ized in  Ke lham through t h i s  m i s s i o n  i n  1 9 4 5 ,  t h e r e

were  se tbacks .  The  ne i ghbo rhood  was  i n  t r ans i t i on ,  and

there was another  Bapt ist  church located in  the  area .  Out

o f  t h i s  m i s s i on  came  seve r a l  Bap t i s t  p r eache r s ,  t w o  o f

21I r v i n g  M i s s i o n  s p r a n g  f r o m  t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  h e a r t  o f  a  m e m b e r  o f
Ke l h am ,  a  f o rme r  f o r e i gn  m i s s i on  vo l un tee r  who  had  been  t u rned  down
because of  hea lth .  As a schoolteacher  at  I rv ing School  her  heart  went out
to the hundreds of ch i ldren she saw who  had  no  Sunday  Schoo l  o r  chu rch
l i fe .  She approached Brother  Howard and p laced a burden on h is  h e a r t  f o r
the area .

22Howard ,  Loca l  M iss ion  Stat ions .
23The Bapt i s t  Messenger ,  May 18, 1939.



w h o m  b e c a m e  f u l l - t i m e  p a s t o r s  i n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y

churches.24

I rv ing Miss ion const ituted as a church in  June  1946.25

L a t e r  t h a t  y e a r  t h e  c h u r c h  w a s  a b l e  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e

bui ld ing of what was “ fo rmer ly  the  Maywood P resbyter i an

Church.”26 K e l h a m  “ v o t e d  t o  g i v e  t h e m  $ 2 0 0 ,  a n d

individual pledges were made for $335.” 

I r v i ng  Chu rch  ( fo rmer l y  Maywood  P resbyte r i an  Chu rch)

On Apr i l  18 ,  1956 ,  I r v i ng  voted  58  to  8  to  se l l  t h e i r

deter iorat ing bui ld ing.27 The bu i ld ing was  bough t  b y  New

Zion Bapt ist  Church for  “$8000 cash .  .  .  and  a  note  f rom

them fo r  the  ba l ance  o f  $22 ,000 at  7% in te rest . ” 28 T h e

24Ib id .
25The Bapt ist  Messenger ,  June  7 ,  1946.
26T h e  I n f o r m e r , K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  N o v e m b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 4 6 .  T h e

p rope r t y  was  l o ca ted  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  N i n t h  a n d  S t i l e s .  K e l h a m  g a v e
I r v i n g  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g s  a nd  s i t e ,  wh i c h  t h ey  s o l d  t o  u s e  t owa r d
the purchase pr i ce .  I n  add i t ion ,  Ke lham cos igned the  note  w i th  the  Home
Miss ion  Boa rd .

27M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  I r v i n g  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  A p r i l  1 8 ,  1 9 5 6  (Ke l h am  Bap t i s t
Chu rch  Co l l ec t i on) .  On ly  f i ve  yea rs  ea r l i e r  the  property  had  been va lued
at  f i f ty  thousand do l l a rs .

28Three  months  l a te r  the  church  voted  to  se l l  t he  no te  w i t hou t  r e cou r se ,
accept ing a  d iscount i f  necessary .



church then voted to borrow money “to  purchase  A i r fo rce

[sic] chapel & hospital  bui ld ings, [and] have them moved to

new locat ion .”  I n  September  1956 ,  I r v i ng  changed  t h e i r

name to Utah Avenue.29 

As the number of  Ke lham’s miss ions began to mult ip ly ,

R .  C .  Howard  estab l i shed  a  p ract i ce  o f  ho ld ing  a  month ly

meeting during which he and  the  pasto rs  f rom the  va r ious

miss ions met to d iscuss the progress and the  prob lems of

the  m iss ions .  These  meet ings  were  s ta r ted  i n  1939 ,  b u t

dur ing the war  because of  rat ion ing of  gaso l ine  and t i res ,

they were suspended.30 Whi le  t h ey  we r e  he l d ,  t h ey  we r e

v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  s o l v i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  i n e v i t a b l y

arose.  

The tenth31 m iss ion  sta r ted  by  Ke lham was  Lone Star ,

located at  Northeast  109th and Eastern .32 I t  was  s ta r ted

in  a  schoo lhouse ,  pastored  by  a  young p reacher  who was

paid enough to enable h im to  commute  back  and  fo r th  to

Southwestern Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, each week. 

M o r r i s  R o e ,  o n e  o f  t h e  p r e a c h e r  b o y s  w h o  f i n a l l y

29M inu tes  o f  t he  I r v i ng  Bap t i s t  Chu r ch ,  Sep tembe r  2 ,  1956 .  The  m i nu te s
revea l  the  church  chose  “U t ah  Avenue”  ove r  “ Sunse t  Bap t i s t . ”  M i nu te s
fo r  Sep tembe r  12  r e v e a l  t h a t  K e l h a m  c o s i g n e d  t h e  n o t e  f o r  t h e  U t a h
locat ion unt i l  f inanc ing was  a r ranged  th rough  the  Home M iss ion  Board  o f
the Convent ion.  ( See  Chap te r  V I I  f o r  t he  s t r ange  odys sey  t ha t  b r ough t
Ke l h am  and  i t s  f o rme r  I r v i n g  M i s s i o n  b a c k  t oge t he r  a g a i n  i n  t h e  U t a h
Avenue bu i ld ing.)

30Anothe r  he l p f u l  p r a c t i c e  w a s  a  m o n t h l y  “ S i n g - S o n g ”  i n  w h i c h  t h e
members  o f  the  m i s s i ons  and  Ke l ham gathe red  one  Sunday  a f t e r n o o n  a
month  fo r  a  shor t  jo in t  se rv i ce .  Th i s  re in fo rced  the i r  t i es  w i th  the  home
church .  Th is ,  too ,  was  stopped by wart ime rat ion ing .

31T h e r e  w a s  a c t u a l l y  a n o t h e r  m i s s i o n  o f  s o r t s  b e g u n  d u r i n g  t h e
Dep ress i on  when  a  Bap t i s t  p r eache r  w h o  w a s  o u t  o f  w o r k  a p p r o a c h e d
Howard.  Ke lham rented a vacant bu i ld ing that  a l ready had pews in  i t  n e a r
U n i o n  D e p o t .  T h e  w o r k  l a s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  p r e a c h e r  w a s  e l e c t e d  a s
supe r i n tendent  o f  a  schoo l  i n  a n o t h e r  t o w n ,  w h e r e  h e  a l s o  s e r v e d  a s
p a s t o r  o f  a  c o u n t r y  c h u r c h .  K e l h a m  h a d  h e l p e d  a  p r e a c h e r  f e e d  h i s
fami ly ,  and  severa l  made profess ions  of  fa i th  th rough th i s  work .

32T h e  O k l a h a m a  C o u n t y  B a p t i s t ,  Septembe r  1951  s a y s  t h a t  “ K e l h a m
opened the work at  Lone Star  in  1933.”  



graduated by means of th i s  a r rangement ,  got  h i s  s ta r t  a t

Lone star Mission. During the war Roe was a chapla in in  the

South Pacif ic  and baptized many people from the Navy into

the membersh ip  of  Ke l h am .  A f t e r  t he  wa r  mos t  o f  t he se

were lettered out to loca l  churches in  var ious areas of  the

country. 

Lone Star  M iss ion ,  1939

Kelham operated L o n e  S t a r  M i s s i o n  f o r  a b o u t  e i g h t

years. A church located much c loser to the miss ion wanted

t o  a s s u m e  s p o n s o r s h i p ;  s o  i t  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d . 33 A f t e r

ope ra t i ng  Lone  S ta r  f o r  t w o  m o n t h s  t h e  o t h e r  c h u r c h

abandoned the miss ion a n d  i t  w e n t  o u t  o f  e x i s t e n c e  f o r

some t ime. Later,  however,  the work was started up again,

th is  t ime successfu l ly .34 By the t ime of  i ts  const i tut ing i n

1959,  Lone Star  miss ion  was the “o ldest  in  the  Ok lahoma

C o u n t y  B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n . ” 35 A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  i t s

33Ke lham Avenue  Bapt i s t  Chu rch  m inu tes  fo r  Ju l y  8 ,  1942 ,  no te ,  “Mot i on
car r ied  to  d i scont inue  the  work  at  Lone Star . ”

34Lone  S ta r  was  adop ted  aga i n  by  Ke l ham i n  spec i a l  bus i nes s  s e s s i o n  o n
O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  1 9 4 6  ( M i n u t e s ,  K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ) .  A t  t h a t  t i m e
R i cha rd  Skee l  [ “Sk i e l ”  i s  t he  spe l l i ng  i n  “M i s s i on  Coming  o f  Age  at  R ipe
1 5 , ”  Ok lahoma C i ty  T imes ,  October 17, 1959] was  e lected  as  pasto r  o f  the
miss ion by Ke lham.  

35” M i s s i o n  C o m i n g  o f  A g e  a t  R i p e  1 5 , ”  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  T i m e s .  T h e
a r t i c l e  no ted  t ha t  t h e  m i s s i o n  “ d a t e s  b a c k  t o  1 9 3 1 . ”  T h a t  m a y  b e
c o r r e c t .  T h e  a r t i c l e  a l s o  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  w o r k  “ w a s  r e v i v e d  i n
1944.”  The  m iss ion  l i ke ly  s t rugg led  f r om  1942  un t i l  1944 ,  when  i t  was
begun again and sponsorship was then assumed again by Kelham in 1946.



con s t i t u t i n g ,  J a c k  Rodge r s ,  who  w a s  m a r r i e d  t o  t h e

daughter of Gene Strahan (the “tax i  dr iver” who began the

w o r k  a t  P l a i n v i e w ) ,  s e r v e d  a s  p a s t o r . 36 Jack  Rodge r s ’

father, O. T. Rodgers, was a deacon of  Ke lham. At the t ime

of  i ts  const i tut ing ,  the  pastors  o f  Lone  S ta r  M i s s i on  had

been Orval  Ray,  R ichard Skie l ,  James Alexander,  Mi lo R iggs,

and T. H. Holt.37

Another miss ion, whose genes i s  and  fa te  i s  l os t  i n  the

shadows of  t ime,  was ca l led  “R ivers ide”  miss ion .38 I t  w a s

begun in  1934 and lasted  on ly  some t w o  m o n t h s .  I t  w a s

located in what was ca l led “Mul l igan F lats.” I t  was probably

no t  R .  C .  Howa rd ’ s  unnamed  benevo l en t  m i s s i on  s ta r ted

nea r  Un i on  Depo t . 39 A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  K e l h a m  b e g a n

support of an unnamed mission in China.40

A c c o r d i n g  t o  R .  C .  H o w a r d ,  t h e  e l e ven th  m i s s i ona r y

e f f o r t ,  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  w h i c h  i s  u n c e r t a i n ,  w a s  “ s o m e

twe l ve  m i l e s ” 41 o u t ,  a t  S p e n c e r .  T h e  l o c a t i o n  h a d  a

36The  Ok l ahoma  C i t y  T imes  n o t e d  t h a t  “ L o n e  S t a r  i s  o n e  o f  2 9  m i s s i o n s
es tab l i shed  by  K e l h a m  i n  i t s  l o n g  h i s t o r y .  S e v e n t e e n  o f  t h e s e  h a v e
become independent churches.” This count may  be  accu ra te ,  bu t  the re  i s
no way of  actua l ly  determin ing  these  numbers  w i th  anyth ing  approach ing
ce r ta i n ty .

37Ib id .
38Mary  F i ke ,  “H i s to ry  o f  Ke lham Bapt i s t  Chu rch”  (1961) .
39See above,  page 54, n.  29.
40M a r y  F i k e  ( “ H i s t o r y  o f  K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ” )  n o t e d  t h a t  i n  1 9 3 1

“L i na  Beck  Hoppe l  came  as  chu rch  m i s s i ona ry ,  a n d  s h e  s t a r t e d  a  G r e a t
Commiss i on  Band ,  who  w i t h  i t s  p e n n i e s  a n d  o f f e r i n g s  h e l p e d  t o  s t a r t
miss ion  work  in  Ch ina .   Ke lham supported four  fore ign  miss ions .  Th i s  had
noth ing  to  do  w i th  the  Gospe l  M i ss ion  Movement  i n  Ch ina  a t  the  f i r s t  o f
the  twent ie th  c e n t u r y ;  i t  w a s  s i m p l y  t h e  o u t r e a c h  o f  a  mis s i ona r y
B a p t i s t  c h u r c h .  S u p p o r t  f o r  a n o t h e r  u n n a m e d  C h i n a  m i s s i o n  u n d e r  a
Reverend Johnson was begun i n  1934  ( F i k e ) .  Beg i nn i ng  i n  1931  Ke l h am
supported a m i s s i on  s t a r t ed  by  a  Reve rend  W i l cox  i n  B r az i l .  H i s  p i c t u r e
i s  i n  Ke l ham a r ch i ves  i n  t he  Howa rd  M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y .  L a t e r  ( s e e  n o t e
8 6 ,  p a g e  7 2 )  K e l h a m  s u p p o r t e d  w o r k  i n  E g y p t  ( b e g i n n i n g  i n  1 9 3 6
a c c o r d i n g  t o  M a r y  F i k e ’ s  “ H i s t o r y  o f  K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ” )  a n d  i n
South Amer ica .

41Howard ,  Loca l  M iss ion  Stat ions .



Bapt ist  church but i t  had gone under  and the bu i ld ing  had

been abandoned.  The peop le  cou ld  not  pay a  p a s to r  e ven

f i v e  d o l l a r s  a  S u n d a y .  K e l h a m  v o t e d  t o  s e n d  a  y o u n g

preache r  out  and  pay  h im  f i ve  d o l l a r s  a  w e e k .  T h e  w o r k

grew; t imes got better ;  and the work was reorgan ized into

a functioning church. “We had been used of  the Lord to re-

establ ish a dead church.”42

One of the o ldest Bapt ist  churches in Oklahoma County

was  the  D i ckson  Bapt i s t  Chu r ch . 43 “ I t  h a d  n e v e r  h a d  a

bui ld ing, but h a d  m e t  i n  h o m e s  a n d  i n  t h e  S t a r  S c h o o l

house.”44 I t  h ad  conduc ted  p r each i ng  s e r v i c e s  n o w  a n d

then  (mos t l y  t hen ! )  a nd  h ad  f i n a l l y  c ea sed  t o  e x i s t .  A

m e m b e r  o f  K e l h a m  w a s  a t t e n d i n g  O k l a h o m a  B a p t i s t

University and wanted a place to preach.  Kelham sent some

men out to assess the s ituat ion.  They contacted the t r u s -

tees of  the schoo l ,  who agreed to a l low a  Bapt i s t  Sunday

School in the bui lding.45 A  Sunday Schoo l  was started ,  but

there seemed to be nothing but  t roub le .  “Peop le  who were

not Bapt ists d idn’t  understand why they cou ldn’t  take the

Lord’s Supper w i th  us .  They fussed because we used Bap-

t ist l i terature and refused any other k ind.”46 

42Ib id .
43The  m inutes  fo r  the  Cent ra l  D i s t r i c t  Bapt i s t  Assoc i a t i on  fo r  1913  s h o w

“ D i x o n ”  w i t h  L .  L .  S c o t t  a s  p a s t o r  ( T i e f e l  C o l l e c t i o n ) .  A s s o c i a t i o n a l
m inutes  fo r  1919 do not  show e i t h e r  “ D i x o n ”  o r  “ D i c k s o n . ”  T h e  n a m e
a l s o  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  O k l a h o m a  B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f
Oklahoma  a s  “D i x on . ”  I n  1940  “D i x on ”  i s  n o t ed  a s  a  n ew  chu r c h  i n  t h e
stat i s t i ca l  tab les .

44Howard, Local Mission Stations.
45T h e  “ w a l l  o f  s epa r a t i o n ”  be tween  chu r ch  and  s t a t e  was  no t  v i ewed  t o

be as  h igh or  as  so l id  i t  i s  now.  
46Ib id .



Dickson Bapt ist  M iss ion ,  1939        D ickson Bapt ist  Church ,  1951

The old Dickson Church had at one time purchased about

one-ha l f  ac re  of  l and  at  2000 North  Spencer  Road ,  wh ich

was  st i l l  i n  the i r  name.  A  dea l  was  made whereby  Ke lham

and the  defunct  D ickson  Church  jo ined  fo rces .  A  bu i l d i ng

was erected on the land, and Kelham's twelfth miss ion was

born. The mission grew, and in 1940 it was const ituted into

a Baptist church. It is st i l l  operating in 1989.

The th i r teenth miss ion was one that  Ke lham inher i ted ,

so  t o  speak .  Some  membe r s  o f  a no the r  Bap t i s t  c hu r ch ,

us ing money l o a n e d  b y  R .  C .  H o w a r d ,  h a d  b u i l t  a  s m a l l

building.47 T h e  o t h e r  c h u r c h  t r i e d  t o  o p e r a t e  i t  a s  a

mission, but soon gave up, asking Kelham if they would take

i t  over .  I t  was  known as  Pack ingtown M iss ion ,  because  i t

was located in the Packingtown area.  When the miss ion was

establ ished it was the only place of worship in an addition in

which five hundred people lived. Due to a shift in the pop-

ulation, however, this effort was f inal ly abandoned.

Ba r nes  M i s s i on  was  t he  nex t  m i s s i on  e s t ab l i s hed  b y

Kelham. Started in 1936, it was located at Southeast F i f ty -

n inth and Anderson Road and or ig ina l ly  me t  i n  t h e  Ba r ne s

Schoo l .  The  p reache r  tha t  f i r s t  s ta r ted  i t  soon  gave  up ,

but Kelham cont inued to support  the miss ion.  Ke lham pur-

chased a tent,  put i t  up  i n  the  a rea ,  and  he ld  a  rev iva l .  A

good number of  peop le  were  bapt ized .  The  miss ion  s low ly

grew, and soon enough money was accumu lated  to  bu i l d  a

47Howard  noted  that  “ i t  was  on  the  oppos i te  s ide  o f  t o w n  f r o m  u s ,  a n d  I
h a v e  t r i e d  n o t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  o t h e r  B a p t i s t
churches;  so I  loaned the man the $20.00.”



bu i ld ing  forty-by- f i f ty–feet .48 T h e  c h u r c h  c o n t i n u e d  t o

grow,  a l though very s lowly .  I t  f ina l ly  reached the po int  a t

which it could be self-supporting, and on January 13, 1958,

it  was const ituted into a Bapt ist church,  with Gene Pa lmer

as pastor. The church continued as a mission of  Ke lham for

twenty - two  yea r s .  The  name  has  s i nce  been  c h anged  t o

C r e s t v i e w ,  a n d  i t  r e m a i n s  a n  a c t i v e  c h u r c h ,  l o c a t e d  a t

7715 South Hiwassee Road. 

Barnes  M i ss ion ,  1939                       Barnes  M i ss ion ,  1951

May Avenue Mission had or ig inal ly been establ ished as a

m i s s i o n  o f  N o r t h w e s t  C h u r c h . 49 A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f

Northwest ,  Ke lham took respons ib i l i ty  f o r  M a y  A v e n u e  i n

1939.50 

Southwest  Fr iendsh ip  Church ,  1951

46The Ok lahoma County  Bapt i s t  (September  1951)  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  l o c a t i o n
at  that  t ime as  “5  mi les  East  and 1  mi le  South  of  M idwest  C i ty . ”

49Mary  F i ke ,  “H i s to ry  o f  Ke l ham Bapt i s t  Chu rch . ”  
50The Bapt ist  Messenger  (May 18,  1939) .



In 1941, the building was moved around the corner onto

Southwest Th i rteenth.51 I n  J une ,  Gene  S t r ahan ,  who  was

s e r v i n g  a s  m i s s i o n  p a s t o r  b r o u g h t  a  r e q u e s t  f r o m  t h e

church to change the name to  Fr iendsh ip  M iss ion .52 L a t e r

the  church  moved to  3001  Southwest  S i x teenth  and  the

name  was  changed  to  Southwest  F r i endsh ip .  I t  was  con -

stituted into a church in 1948.53

The th i rd  Bapt i s t  church  to  be  o rgan ized  in  Ok lahoma

C i ty  was  the  Wash ington Avenue Bapt i s t  Chu rch . 54 A f t e r

t h i r t y  o r  s o  y ea r s ,  i t  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a  m a n  w h o

sty led h imself  a f te r  J .  F rank  Nor r i s .  These  were  the  days

of Norr is’s heyday. Due to a divis ive spir it ,  the church sp l i t

several times,55 and wound up los ing its property,  some o f

51” M a y  A v e n u e  N e w s , ”  Ok l ahoma  C i t y  Star (Kelham Avenue Baptist Church
Edition),  May 2, 1941.

52Minutes of  the Ke lham Avenue Bapt ist  Church,  June 4,  1941.
53The Oklahoma County Bapt ist ,  September 1951.
54In  a l l  l i k e l i hood ,  Cap i to l  H i l l ,  wh i ch  a l so  began  i n  1902 ,  was  the  second

church  in  Ok lahoma C i ty ,  though some f rom Wash ington  Avenue  seem to
have  c l a imed that  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s  (1936–1938  i n  a s soc i a t i o n a l  r e co r d s )
by  ca l l i ng  the  chu rch  “Second  Bapt i s t  Chu rch . ”  The  s t reet  on  wh i ch  the
bu i l d i ng ,  bu i l t  i n  1927 ,  i s  l oca ted  i s  now ca l l ed  Second ,  b u t  i t  w a s  n o t
renamed  un t i l  l a t e r .  Assoc i a t i ona l  m inu tes  i n  l a te r  yea r s  i nd i ca te  1902
as the date  of  Wash ington  Avenue ’s  const i tut ing .  The  minutes  fo r  1913,
l ist  1903. Nineteen hundred and two is  the date  l i s ted  i n  the  m inutes  fo r
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  f o r  t h e  S e c o n d  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  a t  t h e  s a m e  a d d r e s s  a s
Wash ington Avenue.  Th is  was ev ident ly  one of  the many sp l i ts  the  church
suffered or an attempt to change the image of  the  church  by  chang ing  i t s
name.

55The  assoc ia t iona l  m inutes  fo r  1926  do  not  show Wash i ng ton  Avenue .  I n
1928 assoc i a t iona l  m inutes  repor t  a  membersh ip  fo r  the  p reced ing  yea r
o f  545 ,  w i th  cu r ren t  membersh i p  o f  497  and  39  bap t i sms .  M i n u t e s  f o r
1929  repo r t  has  no  f i gu re  fo r  t o t a l  membe r s  bu t  l i s t s  59  b ap t i sms .  I n
1 9 3 0 ,  m e m b e r s h i p  w a s  r e p o r t e d  a s  4 3 7 ,  w i t h  7 1  b a p t i s m s .  T h e
assoc iat iona l  m inutes  for  1931 do not  ment ion  Wash ington Avenue.  I t  i s
a b s e n t  u n t i l  1 9 3 9 ,  w h e n  K e l h a m  t o o k  i t  o v e r  a s  a  m i s s i o n .  I n  1 9 3 7
Second  Bap t i s t  appea r s  i n  t he  m i nu tes  w i t h  t he  s ame  add res s  (601  W .
Washington) and founding date (1902) that Washington Avenue r epo r ted .
That year  Second Chu rch  repo r ted  C l a rence  Ca i n  as  pas to r ,  32  bapt i sms
and a  tota l  membersh ip  o f  70 .  C a r l  N u n n ,  s o n - i n - l a w  o f  C l a r e n c e  C a i n ,
founding pastor of Fortieth Street stated that when he came to Wash-



which was forec losed o n  b y  t h e  c r e d i t o r s  a n d  s o l d  a t  a

sher i f f ' s  sa le .56 With  the he lp  o f  t h r ee  o the r s ,  who  we re

cosigners on the note, R.  C. Howard bought the bui ld ing for

seventy-f ive hundred do l la rs .57 The bu i ld ing had or ig ina l ly

cos t  mo re  t han  tw i ce  t ha t  amoun t  and  was  i n  e x ce l l e n t

shape.

Kelham voted to start a mission there, but Kelham could

not afford to purchase the bui lding; so R. C. Howard car r ied

the note on the bu i ld ing.  I t  was in  the downtown area and

had an auditor ium that is  reported as seat ing f ive  hundred

people.58

The f i rst  Sunday there were four  people in  attendance.

The next Sunday there were seven from the community and

fou r  f rom Ke lham. 59 The  nex t  Sunday  t he r e  we re  e l e ven

f rom the community .  The work grew s lowly ,  but  w ith in  s ix

months it was able to support a ful l -t ime minister.  In 1939,

it  was organized into a church.  At that t ime,  R .  C .  Howard

so ld  the g roup  t he  bu i l d i ng  f o r  wha t  he  had  pa i d . 60 T h e

church  operated  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  u n t i l  c o n d i t i o n s  a p -

i ngton Avenue in  1938,  the o ld-t imers  ca l led i t  Second,  as  i t  i s  r epo r t ed
in  assoc ia t iona l  records  fo r  1936–1938 (Te lephone  I n t e r v i e w ,  M a y  1 5 ,
1989).

56Howard ,  Loca l  M iss ion  Stat ions .
57The  M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  O k l a h o m a  C o u n t y  B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  1 9 3 9

under  pet i t ionary  l e t te r s  a sks  tha t  “ the  40th  S t .  Bap t i s t  Chu rch ,  wh i ch
w a s  o r g a n i z e d  i n  r e g u l a r  f o r m  M a y  7 t h ,  1 9 3 9 ,  b e  r e c e i v e d  i n t o  o u r
f e l l owsh i p . ”  F i n anc i a l  r eco rds  fo r  Ke l ham Avenue  Bapt i s t  Chu rch  r evea l
that Kelham took ove r  f i nanc i a l  suppor t  o f  Wash ington  Avenue  f rom May
1939  to  Septembe r  1939 ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  e v i d e n t l y  t h e y  b e c a m e  s e l f -
s u p p o r t i n g .  A s s o c i a t i o n a l  M i n u t e s  f o r  1 9 4 0  r e v e a l  t h a t  Wash i ng ton
Avenue pet i t ioned the  a s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  w e r e  r e c e i v e d .
Ca r l  Nunn  s t a ted  t ha t  Fo r t i e t h  was  s t a r t ed  b e c a u s e  t h e  g r o u p  d i d  n o t
want to be a  miss ion of  anybody (Te lephone Interv iew,  May 12) .

58I f  t h i s  i s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s t a n d i n g  a t  2 1 5  S .  D e w e y ,  t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n  mus t
have been a  typ ica l  case of  min ister ia l  overstatement !  

59Howard ,  Loca l  M iss ion  Stat ions .
60Ib id .



parent ly  deter io rated  aga in .61 Associat ional  r e c o r d s  f o r

1941–1946 cont i nue  to  show W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e  a s  a

c hu r c h ,  a nd  n o  l e t t e r  p e t i t i o n i n g  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p  i s

reco rded .  I t  may  be  that  Ke lham ( th rough  R .  C .  Howa rd )

took over  some f inanc ia l  support  of  t he  chu r ch ,  bu t  t ha t

t h e  c h u r c h  d i d  n o t  c o n s e n t  t o  b e c o m i n g  a  m i s s i o n  o f

Kelham.

Washington Avenue ceases to show up on assoc iat iona l

r eco rds  i n  1947 .  I f ,  a s  th i s  w r i t e r  a s sumes ,  Wash i ng ton

Avenue depended on R. C. Howard fo r  f i nanc ia l  support ,  a t

h i s  dea th  i n  May  1947 ,  the  chu rch -m i s s i on  w e n t  o u t  o f

ex istence.  The ne ighborhood was in  t rans i t ion ,  a nd  u r b an

renewal  and Interstate 40 subsequent ly destroyed most o f

t he  a r ea .  Thus  w a s  t h e  s t r a n g e  g e n e s i s  o f  t h e  s e c o n d

Wash ington Avenue Bapt ist  Church,  t he  bu i l d i ng  o f  wh i ch

sti l l  stands and is vis ible on the north side of Interstate 40

downtown .  I t  i s  l oca ted  a t  2 1 5  S .  D e w e y ,  j u s t  w e s t  o f

Wa lke r .  The  no r theast  s i de  o f  the  bu i l d i ng  p roc la ims  the

name in ra ised br ick.

In 1952, The Sunday School Builder ran an article on the

h i s t o r y  o f  F i r s t  B ap t i s t  C h u r c h ,  O k l a h o m a  C i t y ,  a n d  i t s

m i s s i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s .  O n  t h e  c o v e r ,  a  g r a p h i c

port raya l  shows Ke lham and  i t s  m iss ions ,  l i s t i ng  Fo r t i e th

S t r ee t  bu t  no t  l i s t i n g  Wash i ng ton  A v e n u e .  N o  s o u r c e s

ava i l ab le  to  th i s  w r i t e r  s h o w  t h a t  F o r t i e t h  S t r e e t  e v e r

became a  m iss ion  o f  Ke lham.62 The  pub l i shed  m inutes  o f

61M i n u t e s  f o r  K e l h a m  A v e n u e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  M a r c h  1 2 ,  1 9 4 1 ,  r e c o r d
t h i s  p u z z l i n g  e n t r y :  “ T h e  p a s t o r  a n d  d e a c o n s  p r e s e n t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
recommendat ions:  (1) That we extend an arm of the church to Washington
Avenue  and  rece i ve  i t  a s  a  m i s s i on ,  w i th  the  assu rance  tha t  t he  pa s to r
[ “ t h e ”  i s  s t r u ck  t h rough  w i t h  “ou r ”  i n se r t ed ]  wou l d  bea r  any  f i n anc i a l
r e s pon s i b i l i t y . ”  K e l h am  Bap t i s t  C hu r c h  d e a con s ’  m e e t i n g  m i n u t e s  f o r
March 10,  1941 ind icate that  Wash ington  Avenue  was  “ to  be  d i sbanded”
a n d  t h e  c h u r c h  t o  b e c o m e  “ a n  a r m  o f  o u r  c h u r c h ”  w i t h  “ P a s t o r  t o
guarantee operat ing expense.”  F inanc ia l  records  of  Ke lham for  the per iod
immed ia te ly  fo l l ow ing  do  not  show any  money  f rom the  chu rch  go i ng  to
Washington Avenue. 



the Oklahoma County Bapt ist Associat ion for  1940 conta in

th is  statement: “We, your  commit tee ,  on  recept ion  o f  new

chu rches ,  r ecommend  tha t  t he  40th  S t .  Bap t i s t  Chu rch ,

wh i ch  was  o rgan i zed  i n  r egu l a r  f o rm  May  7 th ,  1939 ,  b e

rece i ved  i n to  ou r  f e l l o w s h i p . ”  T h e  c h u r c h ,  p a s t o r e d  b y

Clarence Cain,  came out of the defunct Second-Washington

Avenue Church and f i r st  met  a t  t he  pav i l i on  a t  Be l l e  I s l e

Park,  east of the present Penn Square Mal l .63

62Contemporary  sources  that  l i s t  Fo r t i e th  S t reet  as  hav ing  been  a  m i ss ion
o f  K e l h a m  a r e   The Oklahoma County Baptist, (August 1951), Ke lham’s
Bui ld ing Dedicat ion Day  p rog r am (Sep tembe r  7 ,  1952) ,  and  Dycus ’ s ,  “A
S t r ange r  Look s  I n s i d e  a  C i t y  Chu r ch :  Ke l h am  Bap t i s t  J u s t  ‘ G r o w s  a n d
G r o w s , ’ ”  Da i l y  Ok lahoman ,  Ap r i l  28 ,  1954  (B rew ington  Co l l ec t i on ) .  A l l
o m i t  m e n t i o n  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e  a s  a  K e l h a m  m i s s i o n .  T h e
assoc iat iona l  minutes for  the Ok lahoma County  Assoc i a t i on  fo r  1946  l i s t
1939 as the date of const itut ing of Fort ieth Street.  That date  i s  the  date
Fo r t i e th  pet i t i oned  the  assoc i a t i on  and  was  a c c e p t e d .  T h e  m i n u t e s  f o r
1945 report  1945 as  the  date  of  const i tut ing .  That  i s  the  date  i nc luded
i n  a l l  s o u r c e s  t h a t  l i s t  F o r t i e t h  a s  h a v i n g  b e e n  a  m i s s i o n  o f  K e l h a m .
A s s o c i a t i o n a l  m i n u t e s  f o r  1 9 4 5 ,  h o w e v e r ,  l i s t  o n l y  t w o  c h u r c h e s  a s
being admitted to the associaton at the annual  meeting:  M i dwes t  C i t y  and
Pennsy lvan ia  Avenue.  Records  for  1944 l i s t  no  new churches .  Dur ing  th is
who le  per iod C larence (E .  C .)  Ca i n  i s  l i s t ed  a s  pas to r .  The re  i s  p robab l y
no so lut ion  short  o f  heaven to  th i s  puzz le– i f  heaven keeps  assoc i a t i ona l
minutes!

63Te lephone Interv iew w i th  Car l  Nunn .



Fort ieth  St reet  Bapt ist  Church

With  the  ava i l ab l e  r eco rds ,  i t  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  e x a c t l y

where  the  s i x teenth  m i ss ion  was  l ocated .  “ T h e r e  w a s  a

s t rugg l i ng  Bapt i s t  chu rch  i n  the  edge  o f  Ok l ahoma  C i t y ,

w i th  another  non-cooperat ing  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  j u s t  t w o

b locks  away.”64 F i n a l l y  a  pa s to r  was  ca l l ed  who  though t

the situation could not continue in  th is  manner for  long.  He

proposed that the  two churches  conso l idate ,  w i th  Ke lham

operat i ng  i t  as  a  m i ss ion .  The  two  chu r ches  and  Ke l h am

agreed, and the building and lot were deeded to Kelham. The

pa s to r  s e r ved  t he  c h u r c h  f o r  a  f e w  m o n t h s  a n d  t h e n

resigned to attend Oklahoma Baptist University.  The church

bui ld ing was sold to another denominat ion,  and  the  money

was used to bui ld a bui lding at Barnes Mission. 

So ld ier  Creek M i ss ion  was  the  next  m iss ion  sponsored

b y  K e l h a m . 65 T h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a n  i n t e r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l

Sunday school operating in the schoolhouse at Soldier Creek

for  severa l  years .  F i rst  one k ind of  preacher  wou ld  pastor

for  a  t ime,  then there  wou ld  be  no  preacher  fo r  weeks .  I t

was a  very  inef fectua l  operat ion .  F ina l l y  a  young l i censed

preacher who had no p lace to preach asked R.  C.  Howard i f

Kelham would sponsor him i f  he t r ied to estab l i sh a  Bapt ist

church  in  the  a rea .  The members  of  Ke lham approved the

plan, and the young preacher went to work. “Soon a Bapt ist

f rom the  c i t y  moved  ou t  i n t o  t he  coun t r y .  He  began  t o

t i the ,  and  the  Lord  b lessed  h im great ly . ” 66 H e  g a v e  f i v e

64Howa rd ,Local Mission Stations.
65I n  t h e  s a m e  y e a r  t h e  “ L o u i s i a n a  B o a t  C h u r c h , ”  w i t h  I r a  M a r k s  a s

p a s t o r ,  w a s  started, according to Vogt’s “ H i s t o r y  o f  K e l h a m  B a p t i s t
Church” (unpublished). M inutes  o f  t he  bu s i n e s s  mee t i ng  f o r  Augus t  11 ,
1 9 4 3  r e p o r t ,  “ T h a t  w e  g i v e  B r o .  I r a  M a r k s  $ 1 0 0 . 0 0  f o r  L o u i s i a n a
ex tens i on  wo rk . ”

64Howard ,  Loca l  M iss ion  Stat ions .



hundred do l la rs  for  a  bu i ld ing to move the  m i s s i on  ou t  o f

the school, and a bui lding was bui lt. The work progressed so

wel l  that  by 1943 the miss ion was  const i tu ted  as  So ld i e r

Creek Bapt ist Church.

 So ld ie r  C reek  Church ,  1951

Almost  f i f ty  yea rs  l a te r ,  the  church ,  l ocated  a t  9020

Southeas t  F i f teenth ,  i s  s t i l l  m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l

needs of the area.

The exact locat ion and name of  the e ighteenth miss ion

is another that is lost in the c louds of  t ime.  I t  was started

in a smal l  store bui lding located “out some five miles on the

highway.”67 The  work  was  ca r r i ed  on  there  f o r  abou t  two

years ,  bapt iz ing  “qu i te  a  number , ”68 with about f o r t y  t o

f i f ty  attend ing Sunday Schoo l .  When the  s i x teen-by-e igh-

teen–foot building burned the work was abandoned.

The next miss ion adopted was Frankl in Miss ion. Located

s o m e  s i x  m i l e s  e a s t  o f  H o l l y w o o d  C o r n e r  o n  F r a n k l i n

Road,69 twenty mi les south o f  the  c i ty ,  F rank l i n  had  func-

t ioned as a church for several  years.  Dur ing the Depress ion

populat ion sh i fted,  and the church ceased operat ion .  With

f i n a n c i a l  h e l p  a n d  f a i t h f u l  s u p p o r t  f r o m  K e l h a m , 70 t h e

67Ib id .
68Ib id .
69”Ho l l ywood  Co rne r ”  was  t he  name  g i ven  to  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  U . S .  77

a n d  F r a n k l i n  R o a d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  c o m m u n i t y  c a l l e d  H o l l y w o o d
located there.



c h u r c h  w a s  r e a c t i v a t e d .  A f t e r  a b o u t  t w o  y e a r s  a s  a

miss ion,  i t  was in a f inancia l  condit ion aga in  to  operate on

its own. 

The twentieth mission begun by Kelham was started in  a

honky-tonk. A member of Kelham, a taxi-driver, Gene (D. E.)

Strahan,71  had  fe l t  the  ca l l  to  p reach .72  Brother  Howard

to ld h im that i f  he cou ld locate a p lace to start  a  miss ion,

Ke l h am  wou l d  s ponso r  i t .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d ,  S t r a h a n

reported that he had located a bui lding on North Lincoln, on

H ighway  66 ,  some “ f i ve  m i l es  no r th  o f  the  Cap i to l . ”73 I t

had been known as The Lucky Penny  Ba r ,74 but  i t  was  now

closed.  The man who owned the  bu i l d ing  sa id  that  he  had

been  ge t t i ng  f i f t y  do l l a r s  a  mon th  r en t ,  bu t  he  w a s  s o

d i sgusted  w i th  the  rente rs  that  h e  w o u l d  r e n t  i t  t o  t h e

church for  twenty-f ive do l lars  a  month .  He  of fe red  to  se l l

the bui lding for $2,250. The church rented the bui lding with

a ninety-day option to buy.75

Strahan,  was sent out with two or  three he lpers ,  and a

70Joe Lynch and A l  Perry  attended often.
71G e n e  ( D .  E . )  S t r a h a n  s e r v e d  a s  m i s s i o n  p a s t o r  a t  M a y  A v e n u e

(F r i endsh ip )  M i ss ion  p r i o r  t o  t h i s .  H e  i s  r e p o r t e d  a s  p a s t o r  o f  C a p i t o l
Church in  the minutes of  Ke l ham when  I r v i ng  was  const i tu ted  on  June  9 ,
1946.  He  ret i red  f rom assoc iat iona l  m iss ions  work  in  Texas  in  1983.

72A  l e t t e r ,  d a t ed  J u l y  24 ,  1942 ,  f r om  t he  F r i e nd sh i p  M i s s i o n  and  s i g ned
b y  i t s  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r s .  E u l a  P o a g e ,  s a y s ,  “ W e ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f
F r i e n d s h i p  M i s s i o n ,  f e e l  t h a t  o u r  p a s t o r ,  D .  E .  S t r a h a n ,  w h o  h a s  b e e n
with us the past  s ixteen months,  has  had  suf f i c ient  t ime and opportun i ty
to prove to our  sat is fact ion that  he is  t ru ly  ca l led of  God.  I n  con fe rence ,
we voted to pet it ion the Home Church  to  o rda in  ou r  b rothe r  i n to  the  fu l l
m in i s t ry  o f  the  Gospe l  o f  our  Lord  and  Sav iour  Jesus  Chr i s t”  (M inutes  o f
the Ke lham Bapt ist  Church,  August 1942).

73H o w a r d ,  L o c a l  M i s s i o n  S t a t i o n s .  T h e  d i s t a n c e  e s t i m a t e  i s  R .  C .
Howard ’s  and i s  not  co r r ec t .  Howa rd  no ted  tha t  “ i t  i s  i n  a  tou r i s t  c amp
commun i ty ,  w i th  not  many res idences  nearby .”

74”A St range r  Looks  I n s i de  an  Ok l ahoma C i ty  Chu rch :  ‘ L i t t l e  Wh i te  Chu rch
o n  H i l l ”  I s  G e t t i n g  B i g g e r  F a s t , ”  Daily Oklahoman, n.d. ( B r e w i n g t o n
Co l lect ion) .

75Howard ,  Loca l  M iss ion  Stat ions .



miss ion was started.  Strahan put out  c i rcu la rs ,  te l l i ng  the

people that the one-t ime dance hal l  was now a soul-winning

s t a t i o n .  T h e  f i r s t  S u n d a y  t h e r e  w e r e  f i f t y - t w o  i n  a t -

tendance. Miss Wilma Meyer, a long-time member of Kelham,

was one of the most dedicated helpers. The mission operat-

ed in The Lucky Penny locat ion  for  some t ime,  but  when a

revival was to be held it was he ld in  a tent on four lots do-

n a t e d  b y  G e o r g e  L e a c h ,  a  B a p t i s t  l a y m a n . 76 T h i s  w a s

located  a t  Nor theast  Fo r ty -s i x th  and  L inco ln .  T h e  g r o u p

voted to stay in the tent and not return to The Lucky Pen-

ny.  The preacher at the t ime was John Roe,77 who bel ieved

the church would eventual ly get a bui ld ing and move out o f

the tent on George Leach’s lots. 

F i n a l l y ,  Ke l h am  vo ted  t o  b u i l d  a  b u i l d i n g  a t  2 0 5

N o r t h e a s t  F o r t y - s i x t h ,  o n  t h e  l o t s  d o n a t e d  b y  L e a c h .

L incoln Miss ion,  which became P la inv iew Bapt ist  Church on

September 5, 1948,  stayed at  th i s  locat ion  unt i l  the  a rea

became too industr ia l ized to support a church. At that t ime

they built a new building at 7105 North Kelley.78 

74”A St range r  Looks  I n s i de  an  Ok l ahoma C i ty  Chu rch :  ‘ L i t t l e  Wh i te  Chu rch
on  H i l l ’  I s  Get t i ng  B igger  Fast . ”

77I b i d .  I n  1 9 5 1  R o e  w a s  i n  t h e  C r i p p l e d  C h i l d r e n ’ s  H o s p t i a l  w i t h  p o l i o
(The Oklahoma County Bapt ist ,  September 1951).

78The  chu rch  moved  i n  1961 ,  acco rd i ng  to  “S i l v e r  A n n i v e r s a r y  S u n d a y , ”
The Ok lahoma C i ty  T imes ,  November 10, 1973.



P l a i n v i ew  Chu r ch ,  1951

P l a i n v i ew  began  i t s  own  m i s s i o n ,  S o u t h e a s t  B a p t i s t

Chapel ,  which became Bever ly Hi l ls  Bapt ist  Church,  located

at 400 Southeast  F i f ty-n inth .  Some  o f  t he  m in i s te r s  who

h a v e  s e r v e d  P l a i n v i e w  w e r e  J i m m i e  R o g e r s ,  J o h n  R o e ,

Kenneth Witt, D ick F isher ,  Roy Cr i tchf ie ld ,  and h is  brother ,

David Cr itchf ie ld.79

On August 5,  1945, the East Reno Miss ion was started.

I t  w a s  l o c a t e d  o n  t h r e e  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  i n  a  d e v e l o p i n g

neighborhood.80 T h i s  w a s  t h e  t w e n t y - f i r s t  l o c a l  m i s s i o n

s u p p o r t e d  b y  K e l h a m .  T h e  m i s s i o n  w a s  s t a r t e d  w i t h  a

reviva l  in an o ld tent.  The tent  was  p i tched in  a  cornf ie ld ,

a n d  w h e n  t h e  t e n t  w a s  d e s t r o y e d  b y  a  w i n d s t o r m ,  a

ne ighbor ,  Mr .  P a c e , 81 a l l o w e d  t h e  g r o u p  t o  m e e t  i n  h i s

basement.82  Cons t ruc t i on  was  s t a r ted  on  a  r ock  bui ld ing

w i th  an  aud i to r i um and  ba semen t .  The  new  bu i l d i ng  was

ready for  occupancy in s ix  months.  With in four months a f -

ter the founding of the miss ion,  Sunday School  attendance

was up to eighty.

79Ib id .
80H o w a r d  ( L o c a l  M i s s i o n  S t a t i o n s )  r e c o u n t s  h i s  c o n c e r n s  f o r  t h e

Meadowv i ew  s ubd i v i s i o n  i n  M i dwes t  C i t y :  “ I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a l i t y ,  I
saw one house after another go up.  I  have  been  sca red  ha l f  to  death  that
someone e l se  w o u l d  g e t  i n  t h e r e  a n d  b u i l d  a  c h u r c h  o f  s o m e  o t h e r
denominat ion.  I  tr ied to buy the acreage mentioned but cou ld  get  no  p r i ce
offer .  The owner seemed not to c a r e  t o  s e l l ,  b u t  f i n a l l y  l a s t  s umme r  we
got  a  p ropos i t i on  ou t  o f  t he  owne r s  and  bought  some  th ree  ac res ,  and
now we  have  a  w h o l e  b l o c k ,  a  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  l o c a t i o n . ”  I t  i s  a  f i t t i n g
t r i b u t e  t o  R .  C .  Howa r d ’ s  v i s i o n  t h a t  t h e  c hu r c h  s t a r t ed  t h e r e  i s  T h e
Howard  Memor ia l  Bapt i s t  Church .

81P a c e  i s  c a l l e d  “ B r o .  F r a n k  P a c e ”  i n  The  News -Bu l l e t i n  (Ke lham Avenue
Bapt i s t  Chu rch  Ed i t i on ) ,  J u l y  29 ,  1949 ;  so  h e  may  h a ve  been  a  c hu r c h
member .

82M r s .  P a ce  s a i d  t ha t  one  mo rn i ng  t hey  had  e i gh t - n i ne  downs ta i r s  i n  t he
s i x t e en - by - t h i r t y – f oo t  b a s emen t ,  n o t  c oun t i n g  t ho se  up s t a i r s  i n  t h e
b e d r o o m s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  r o o m s  ( T e l e p h o n e
I n te rv i ew ,  May  17 ,  1989) .



Abou t  t he  f i r s t  o f  J anua r y  1946 ,  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t o

change the name to  Meadowv iew.  On  December  14 of  the

same  yea r ,  i t  was  voted  t o  c hange  t he  n ame  t o  Howa rd

Memor i a l ,  i n  hono r  o f  Ke l ham ' s  l o n g - t i m e  p a s t o r ,  R .  C .

Howard .  Howard  Memor ia l  M i s s i o n  b e c a m e  a  c h u r c h  o n

Sunday Ju ly  31,  1949,  w i th  213  cha r t e r  membe r s .  O r va l

Ray was pastor  when i t  was  cons t i t u ted  a s  a  chu r ch  and

cont inued as  pastor  unt i l  e a r l y  1956 . 83 Howard  Memor ia l

was  t he  twe l f t h  chu r ch  to  be  cons t i t u ted  f r o m  t w e n t y -

three local missions, sponsored by Kelham dur ing the years

R. C. Howard served as pastor.

Howard  Memor ia l  Church ,  1951

The twenty-second m i s s i o n  w a s  s t a r t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e

women of the neighborhood of Northwest  F i f ty -e ighth  and

May Avenue asked help from Kelham in the establ ishment o f

a  Sunday  schoo l .84 I t  w a s  s t a r t e d  i n  a  t w o - r o o m  h o u s e

83Te lephone  I n te rv i ew  w i th  Mrs .  Ray ,  May  1989 .
84Howa rd  r epo r t ed  t he  beg i n n i ng s :  “ I n  Oc tobe r ,  1945 ,  a  l a dy  c a l l e d  o n e

d a y  o n  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  a n d  s a i d  . . . ’ M y  h u s b a n d  a n d  t w o  s o n s  w e r e
conver ted  and  bapt i zed  f rom one  o f  your  m iss ions ,  th ree  o r  f o u r  y e a r s
ago .  I  thought  maybe  you  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e l p i n g  u s .  W e  h a v e
found  a  l i t t l e  two - room dwe l l i ng  tha t  i s  vacant  a n d  t h e  o w n e r  s a y s  w e
may have f r ee  r en t  f o r  t h r ee  months  i f  we  u se  i f  f o r  chu r ch  pu rposes . ’
W e  t o l d  h e r  w e  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  a n d  w o u l d  be right out, so my



that had no electr icity and no heat. I t  was e ight  mi les  f rom

the  home  chu rch .  The  f i r s t  S u n d a y  a f t e r n o o n  a  S u n d a y

School  was held.  The  f i r s t  meet ing  had  th i r ty - two  women

a n d  c h i l d r e n  a n d  o n e  m a n  i n  a t t e n d a n c e .  A  student at

Oklahoma Baptist University was secured as pastor.  

The  m iss ion  was  f i r s t  c a l l e d  M i l am  M i s s i o n ,  f r om  t he

n a m e  o f  t h e  h o u s i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  w h i c h  i t  w a s

located.85 M r s .  C l a r a  K i n g ,  a  r e a l  p i l l a r  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,

devoted her unt i r ing efforts to further the progress of  the

miss ion .  Some o f  those  f rom Ke lham who  l a b o r e d  a t  t h e

new location were Bess Graham and Marie Daugherty.

The f i rst  pastor was J immy (James H.)  B itner ,  who was

l a te r  a  m i ss i ona ry  to  Ch i l e .  The  nex t  p a s to r  was  Johnny

Brewster. Then came Buddy Magruder. About th is  t ime Jack

Rodgers  came as  song leader .  Then there  w a s  a  M r .  D y e r

and a  Mr .  Ho l t .  Other  pastors  who rece ived some of  t he i r

tra in ing at this mission were Paul Sanders, Skip Buford, and

Damon Corley. The name of  the  miss ion  was  l a ter  changed

to  L i nn  Avenue . 86 M r .  a n d  M r s .  C l a ud  Ho l l a nd ,  s t a lwa r t

members  of  Ke lham,  attended L inn  Avenue and  s e r v e d  i n

var ious posit ions.

a s s i s t a n t  a n d  I  g o t  i n t o  m y  c a r  a n d  i n  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s  w e  w e r e  o u t  o n
58th  and  May ,  e ight  m i l es  f rom our  church . ”

85Howard  r eca l l ed  the  subd i v i s i on :  ”The re  i s  about  one  house  t o  a  b l o c k ,
a  f ew  b l ocks  have  two  houses ;  i t  i s  p robab l y  80  ac res  o f  l and ,  most  o f
the  house  a re  two and  th ree- room af fa i r s . ”  Howard  d id  not  note  i n  Local
M i s s i on  S t a t i on s  t h a t  h e  b o u g h t  t h e  l o t  t o  s e c u r e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  t h e
m i s s i o n  a n d  t h e n  s o l d  i t  t o  K e l h a m  f o r  w h a t  h e  h a d  p a i d  f o r  i t .  A
warranty deed in  the minutes of  Ke lham records that .

86M a y  7 ,  1 9 4 6 ,  w a s  t h e  d a t e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  “ C h u r c h  H i s t o r y  N o t e s ”
inc luded in  the August 7,  1946 minutes of  Ke lham Bapt ist  Church.



L inn  Avenue M iss ion ,  1951

T h e  t w e n t y - t h i r d  m i s s i o n ,  a n d  t h e  l a s t  o n e  t o  b e

estab l i shed  under  the  l eadersh ip  o f  R .  C .  H o w a r d ,  w a s

Crutcho M iss ion ,  located on Northeast  Twenty-th i rd ,  near

the Taylor Boy's Home. Started on January 11, 1946, there

were  th i r ty - fou r  p resent  the  f i r s t  S u n d a y .  R .  C .  H o w a r d

impressed upon those attend ing t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a  g r e a t e r

number than the thirty-one who had attended the f irst Sun-

day he preached at Kelham. The miss ion progressed, and in

1952 it became Crutcho Baptist Church.

R .  C .  Howard served a s  pa s to r  o f  Ke l h am  fo r  twen ty -

three years ,  dur ing which twenty-three local  miss ions were

suppo r t ed  o r  e s t ab l i s hed . 87 T h o u g h  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r

miss ions  Ke lham estab l i shed after  R .  C .  Howard ,  we cou ld

wel l  say, “Missions accomplished!”

87The r e  we r e  o t he r  m i s s i o n s  e s t ab l i s hed  a f t e r  R .  C .  H o w a r d ’ s  d a y .  T h e
tota l  number  o f  m i ss ions  i s  d i f f i cu l t  to  dete rm ine  and  depends upon the
h i s to r i an ’ s  c r i t e r i a  f o r  what  i s  c l a s s i f i ed  a s  a  m i ss i on .  Reco rds  i nd i ca te
a  m i s s i o n  c a l l e d  “ M a g e r u s , ”  a  s h o r t - l i v e d  e f f o r t  i n  t h e  h o m e  o f  J o h n
Q u i c k l e  d u r i n g  N o v e m b e r  1 9 4 9 – J a n u a r y  1 9 5 0 .  K e l h a m  a l s o  h a d  f o u r
f o r e i gn  m i s s i on s  d u r i n g  R .  C .  H o w a r d ’ s  s e r v i c e .  O n e  w a s  i n  E g y p t ,
pastored by Sedd ik  W.  G i rg is .  The Fo re ign  M i ss ion  Boa rd  o f  the  Southe rn
Bapt ist  Convent ion took over support  of  th is  wo r k  i n  1958 .  A t  one  t ime ,
t h e  E g y p t i a n  w o r k  w a s  t h e  o n l y  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  w o r k  i n  t h e  w h o l e
c o u n t r y .  M i n u t e s  f o r  M a y  3 ,  1 9 4 4 ,  s h o w  S a n  M a r t i n ,  A r g e n t i n a ,  a l s o
w a s  a  m i s s i o n  s i t e ,  w i t h  K e l h a m  s p e n d i n g  a l m o s t  $ 2 0 0 0  t o  b u i l d  a
miss ion church bu i ld ing .  


