
CHAPTER V               

A PRINCE HAS FALLEN

R .  C .  H o w a r d ,  l a y m a n  a n d  i n s u r a n c e - m a n - t u r n e d -

preacher  had a  favor i te  B ib le  verse ,  Matthew 6:33:  “ Seek

ye f i rst  the k ingdom of God, and h is r ighteousness;  and a l l

these  th ings  sha l l  be  added unto  you . "  The  f i r s t  s e rmon

that he preached at  Ke lham was t i t led “F i rst  Th ings F i rst ."

He  not  on ly  p reached  s tewardsh ip  o f  t i m e ,  t a l e n t s ,  a n d

tithes; he bel ieved it; and he l ived it. When Howard assumed

the leadership of the group that  became Ke lham,  they had

no preacher,  no name, no money and were meet ing in  what

had  become another  church 's  bu i l d i ng .  Unde r  h i s  gu id i ng

hand the group grew almost overnight.

It was real ly not quite that s imple,  because there was a

l o t  o f  ha rd  wo rk  by  many  ded i ca ted  peop l e .  The re  w e r e

many devout prayers.  Much l ike the hand of the capta in  o f

a  sh i p ,  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  R .  C .  H o w a r d  h e l p e d  g u i d e  t h e

fledgl ing group past  the  rocks  and shoa ls  that  wou ld  have

shipwrecked Kelham.

S u m m a r i e s  o f  t h e  O k l a h o m a  B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n 1

reports  f rom 1924–1946 ref lect  the  cont inued  g rowth  o f

the Church under the leadership of R.C. Howard:2

Yea r Bapt i sms  Letters Statements Members

1924 31 9 5 63

1925 26 17 3 84

1Now the Cap ita l  Bapt ist  Assoc iat ion .
2T h e  I n f o r m e r  ( T h e  K e l h a m  A v e n u e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  B u l l e t i n ) ,  J u n e  8 ,

1 9 4 7 .  N u m b e r s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  d i f f e r ,
la rge ly  due to the d i f ference between the January-December  church  y e a r
and the assoc iat iona l  report ing year .



1926 46 46 3 150

1927 82 54 3 240

1928 49 46 6 313

1929 69 80 0 530

1930 70 70 0 642

1931 120 80 5 777

1932 142 66 11 891

1933 81 61 8 967

1934 394 89 14 1310

1935 370 214 27 1778

1936 238 218 12 2059

1937 284 165 8 2424

1938 273 183 8 2751

1939 346 299 41 3255

1940 175 201 17 2946

1941 131 128 7 3026

1942 176 197 17 3269

1943 84 166 6 3187

1944 78 116 6 2488

1945 277 237 11 2817

1946 128 139 10 - - - - -

1947* 162 160 7

__________________________________________________________________

_

TOTALS 3670 3041 235 3277

* P a r t i a l  y e a r .

Summary  

Rece ived by Letter  or  Statement :  3276
Bapt ized  in  22 years : 3832

Tota l  Add it ions 7108

I n  1926  Ke l ham had  i t s  f i r s t  a s s i s t an t  pa s to r ,  G r ady

Wilkinson. Within two years of Howard's coming, the church

had grown from a church without a pastor  to a membersh ip

that  requ i red two pastors .  By 1927 Ke lham had outgrown

the or ig ina l  bu i ld ing,  p lus the add i t i on ,  and  was  fo rced  to

use Bath Grade School as a meeting place. It was easy to



see that i f  Ke lham was to cont inue as a church p lans must

be made to prov ide a p lace to worsh ip .  The bu i ld ings were

l iteral ly overf lowing with bodies and no p lace  to  put  them.

At this t ime the church had 421 enrol led in Sunday School.

P lans  were drawn and t he  con t r ac t  was  l e t  t o  bu i l d  a

new aud i tor ium.  Two lots  we re  pu rchased  on  Fou r teenth ,

j us t  west  o f  Ke lham.  Sa rah  Bath  donated  the  co rne r  l o t .

The building was f i fty feet by one hundred and twenty feet

and was completed and ded icated November  18,  1 9 2 8 .  I t

consisted of an auditor ium for eight hundred persons, a fu l l

basement, with s ixteen classrooms, a  nursery ,  and a  k i tch-

en .  The  next  y e a r  a  g r a n d  p i a n o  w a s  p u r c h a s e d  f o r  t h e

auditorium, and in 1930 a parking lot was paved for the use

of the church. The church also held a Vacation Bible school,

and Edna Taylor was cal led as Educational Director.

Ke lham Avenue Bapt ist  Church ,  New Aud i tor ium,  1929

R i g h t  t h r o u g h  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  G r e a t  D e p r e s -

s i o n –pe r haps  becau se  o f  i t –Ke l h am  con t i n ued  t o  g r o w .

Human nature seems to d ictate that when th ings are  going

wel l  and we need no help from anybody or anything, we can

handle it. When there seems to be no other hope, perhaps it

i s  e a s i e r  t o  a d m i t  o u r  h u m a n  f r a i l t i e s  a n d  r e a c h  f o r

help–the kind of help that is the only real help a lost human



can ever have. Chr ist never promised a trouble-free l i fe.  He

did promise an eterna l  l i fe  to those who wou ld be l ieve.  He

did promise to those who bel ieved the strength to weather

t h e  s t o r m s  o f  l i f e .  M a n y  o f  G o d ' s  c h o s e n  o n e s  h a v e

suffered every form of  t r ia l  or  tr ibu lat ion.  Even Chr ist  and

His d isc ip les suffered ignomin ious deaths.  We would r eca l l

aga in  R .  C .  Howard's  favor i te  scr ipture :  “Seek ye f i rst  the

kingdom of God."  

Dur ing th is  per iod the re  were  l i t e ra l l y  m i l l i ons  o f  men

who were  unemp loyed .  The re  was  no  emp loyment  o f  a n y

kind, at any wages, avai lable. The social  we l fa re  system,  as

we know i t ,  d i d  n o t  e x i s t .  W i t h o u t  a n y  s o r t  o f  i n c o m e

thousands were on the verge of starvat ion .  As a  resu l t  the

f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t l e s s  “ m a k e - w o r k "

p ro jects .  The  unemp loyed  worked  on  v a r i o u s  commun i t y

betterment projects and were paid a smal l  st ipend fo r  the i r

labor. The amphitheater at  L inco ln Park was bu i l t  by Works

Progress  Admin ist rat ion  (WPA) labor .  Many  o f  t h e  p i c n i c

shelters in Wi l l  Rogers Park were bui l t  by the same type of

labor. Many who could not qua l i fy  for  th is  k ind of  he lp were

forced to  resort  to  the  soup- l i nes  that  operated in  eve ry

city across the country.  

Even dur ing the Depression, Kelham never  l os t  s ight  o f

the fact  that  i t  w a s  a  miss ionary  Bapt ist  church .  In  1931

the church supported a  m i s s i on  i n  B raz i l ,  South  Amer i ca ,

w i th  E .  G .  W i l cox  as  m iss iona ry . 3 Th i s  s ame  yea r  L i n a  B .

Hoppe l  c ame  to  Ke l ham as  a  chu r ch  m i s s i ona ry .  S e v e r a l

miss ions were started,  and they a l l  requ i red f inanc ia l  he lp

dur ing their  formative years.

3S e e  C h a p t e r  I V ,  p a g e  7 3 ,  n o t e  8 7  f o r  o t h e r  f o r e i g n  “ m i s s i o n s ”  Ke l h am
supported dur ing th is  per iod.



The E .  G .  W i l cox  Fami ly ,  1931

I n  1933 G .  E .  Kennedy  came to  Ke l h am  t o  d i r e c t  t h e

v i s i t a t i o n  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  w a s  a l s o  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  t h a t

Ke lham led  the  Southern  Bapt i s t  Convent ion  i n  bapt i sms .

This record was maintained for ten years4

 I n  1935 ,  a  membe r ,  a f f ec t i ona te l y  k n o w n  b y  a l l  a s

“Mothe r "  Hu rs t ,5  d o n a t e d  t h e  g r o u n d  t o  b u i l d  K e l h a m

Kabin at Fa l l s  Creek.  The f i rst  cab in  was bu i l t  that  year  at

a cost of $1,200–a princely sum in those t imes.  I t  was a lso

in 1935 that J .  Lamar Col l ins came to Kelham as Educat ion

and Music Director.6

I n  1936 ,  the  l owest  po i n t  o f  the  Dep ress i on ,  Ke l ham

s t a r t e d  t h r e e  m o r e  m i s s i o n s ,  B a r n e s  a n d  I r v i n g  ( l o c a l

miss ions) and a miss ion in Egypt. Seddik W.  G i rg i s  was  the

m iss iona ry  i n  Egypt .  H e  m i n i s t e r e d  i n  a  f i e l d  o f  s o m e

4The  reco rd  that  s tood  fo r  ten  yea rs  was  the  tota l  number  o f  b ap t i sms  i n
a  yea r .

5The  cornerstone  on  the  p resent  Fa l l s  C reek  cab in  r e f l e c t s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f
th i s  ret reat .  The  member  known as  "Mother"  Hurst  was  Mrs .  F .H .  ( F l o ra )
Hurs t .

6J .  L a m a r  C o l l i n s  c a m e  f r o m  E x c h a n g e  A v e n u e  C h u r c h .  H e  s e r v e d  e i g h t
years  a t  Ke lham then  more  than  e i g h t  y e a r s  a t  S o u t h  M e m o r i a l  B a p t i s t
and for some t ime  a t  a  chu rch  i n  F rede r i ck ,  Ok l ahoma .  Bo rn  a t  Hubba rd ,
T e x a s ,  h e  w a s  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  t h i r t y  y e a r s .  F o r
e ighteen  years  p r io r  to  h i s  death  in  1957 he  had  been  in  Ok lahoma C i ty .
At the t ime of h is  death he  was  a  membe r  o f  May fa i r  Bap t i s t  chu r ch .  He

i s  bur ied  i n  Rose  H i l l  Cemetery .



fourteen mil l ion people. 

I r v i n g  M i s s i o n  wa s  f i r s t  e s t ab l i s h ed  a s  a  c ommut i ng

mission.7 I rv ing was later  estab l i shed in  a  bu i ld ing  a t  3 0 8

Northeast Seventh. I ronical ly this locat ion was only a short

block away from the 1909 locat ion of the or ig inal  Immanuel

M i s s i o n ,  w h i c h  b e c a m e  I m m a n u e l  C h u r c h ,  t h e  “ m o t h e r "

church of Kelham Avenue. 

I rv ing Miss ion,  wh i ch  got  i t s  name f rom I r v i ng  Schoo l ,

was located in  a  poverty-str icken area of  the c i ty  and had

l i t t le  chance of  surv iva l .  In  sp i te  o f  d i r e  p red i c t i ons  tha t

the miss ion would fa i l  w ith in  three months,  i t  managed t o

prosper.  Apparent ly God d id  not  hear  these pred ict ions  of

doom. If He did hear, He must have smiled and thought, “Oh,

ye of  l i tt le  fa i th ."  I rv ing cont inued in  th is  loca le  for  some

t ime,  but f ina l ly  due to an improved economy,  a  de te r i o r -

a t ing  church  s t ructu re ,  and  a  s h i f t  i n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  i t

moved to  the northwest  s ide  of  the  c i ty ,  on  Utah  S t r ee t ,

where i t  became Utah  Avenue  Church .  Late r  Utah  Avenue

merged with Kelham when Kelham relocated. For  about  two

years the sole bui ld ing of worship used by Ke lham was the

bui lding of Utah Baptist Church.8  

During the early 1930s, it became increasingly apparent

tha t  more  r o o m  f o r  K e l h a m ' s  g r o w t h  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e

s e c u r e d .  R .  C .  H o w a r d  s a i d  t h a t  K e l h a m  w a s  l i t e r a l l y

burst ing at the seams. In sp ite of the economy, p lans were

made  fo r  a  new  educa t i ona l  bu i l d i ng  j u s t  s o u t h  o f  t h e

aud i t o r i um .  A  con t r a c t  was  l e t  f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e

bui ld ing, work progressed swift ly,  and in 1937 the bu i ld ing

was  ded i c a t ed .  I t  was  t w o - s t o r i e d ,  m a d e  o f  b r i c k ,  a n d

7See page  52  f o r  mo re  i n f o rmat i on .  No te  21  de ta i l s  t h e  g e n e s i s  o f  t h i s

wo r k .
8F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h i s  p h a s e ,  s e e  C h a p t e r  V I I ,  “ T h e  W e s t w a r d

M o v e . ”



contained classrooms and offices. In that year 238 were bap-

tized.

I n  1 9 3 8  a n d  1 9 3 9  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e  M i s s i o n  a n d

F r i endsh ip  M i s s i on  were  sponso red . 9 Wash ington  Avenue

had been a church but found itse l f  in  d i f f i cu l ty ;  so  Ke lham

“mothered" the group for a t ime.

In  1939–1940 Ke lham a g a i n  l o s t  m e m b e r s – a b o u t  s i x

hundred  of  them–because  the  fo l l ow ing  m i ss i ons  became

churches: Foster,  Capitol ,  Dickson,  and Washington Avenue.

A l l  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n s  w e r e  t e c h n i c a l l y

members of  Ke lham. When a miss ion was organ ized i n t o  a

church ,  the members  of  that  congregat ion were  “ l e t te red

out" to the newly formed church.10

In 1942 J .  L .  Co l l ins  res igned as Mus ic  and Educat iona l

Director and went to East Grand Avenue Church, Dal las. 

Dur ing Wor ld  War  I I  many  o f  Ke l h am ' s  membe r s  we r e

serv ing in the armed forces around the wor ld.  Ke lham kept

in  c lose contact  w ith  these serv icemen and women.  Every

one regu lar ly  rece ived the chu rch  paper ,  a  Sunday  schoo l

q u a r t e r l y ,  Open Windows  f o r  Da i l y  Devo t i o n s ,11  a n d  a

p a s t o r a l  l e t t e r  e v e r y  q u a r t e r .  E s t i m a t e s  a t  t h e  t i m e

suggest that at least ninety-percent of the resident church

membersh ip were t i thers and that more than f i f ty -percent

of  those in  the serv ice sent the i r  t i thes back to  the home

church.12 

Many  membe r s  o f  Ke l h am  who  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  a r m e d

9F o r  d e t a i l s  o n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  t h e s e  t w o  m i s s i o n s ,  s e e  C h a p t e r  I V ,
“M i ss ion  Accomp l i shed , ”  pages  59–64 .

10M i n u t e s  f o r  J u l y  1 0 ,  1 9 4 6 ,  l i s t s  t h i r t y  “ m e m b e r s  w h o  j o i n e d  a t  t h e
fo l low ing  M iss ion  Stat ions  o f  Ke lham Avenue  Bapt i s t  Church  and  who ,  to
d a t e ,  J u l y  1 0 ,  1 9 4 6 ,  h a v e  n o t  r e q u e s t e d  t h e i r  l e t t e r s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e
m i s s i o n s  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  i n  e x i s t a n c e .  [ s i c ] ”  T h e  m i s s i o n s  i n c l u d e d
“ S i n g l e t o n  M i s s i o n , ”  “ S u n n y s i d e  S c h o o l , ”  “ C r o o k e d  O a k  M i s s i o n , ”
“ S o l d i e r  C r e e k  M i s s i o n , ”  “ N o r t h  M i s s i o n , ”  “ C a p i t o l , ”  a n d  “ I r v i n g . ”

11Now pub l i shed s imply  as  Open Windows.
12The  I n fo rmer ,  June  4 ,  1944.



forces paid the supreme price. They paid with the i r  l ives to

protect  the f reedoms we ho ld  s o  dea r . 13 One  o f  these ,  a

former member of Kelham, was Chapla in Arvi l  E.  Teem, who

was born at Rock Spr ings,  Georgia,  October 9,  1902. Teem

came to Ok lahoma in  1925 as pastor  at  Muskogee Avenue

Chu rch .  He  was  pas to r  a t  Rooseve l t ,  Rocky ,  and  N i coma

Park.  He came to Ke lham as Ass istant  Pastor  and was Mis-

s ion Evangel ist  f r om  1934  t o  1937 .  I n  1937  he  b e c ame

A s s o c i a t i o n a l  M i s s i o n a r y  f o r  t h e  M u s k o g e e  B a p t i s t

Associat ion. 

In  1940 Teem returned to Ok lahoma C i ty  as  p a s t o r  o f

Lawrence Avenue. He attended Oklahoma Baptist Univers ity

and Southwestern Seminary. He entered service in the Unit-

ed States Army, January 17, 1942 and was fatal ly wounded

on February 12,  1944,  wh i le  serv ing in  the  South  Pac i f i c .

H i s  r e q u e s t e d  e p i t a p h  w a s :  “ H e  h a d  a n  A b u n d a n t  E n -

trance."14 The  m inutes  f o r  t he  Ok l ahoma  Coun ty  Bap t i s t

As soc i a t i o n  f o r  1944  r e co r d  t h i s  t r i b u t e  t o  a  f a i t h f u l

se rvant ,  “One of  h i s  f r iends i n  s e r v i c e  t e s t i f i e s  t ha t  t he

last th ing he did was to lead one o f  h i s  Of f i ce r  Budd ies  to

the Saviour.”

N i ne teen  and  f o r t y - f i v e  was  a  b i g  yea r  f o r  Sou the r n

Baptists.  It  was their  centennia l  year .  Ke lham set a goa l  of

f ive hundred addit ions. The Jordans held a revival at Kelham

that  lasted n inety  days .  There  were  four  hundred and ten

p r o f e s s i o n s  o f  f a i t h .  Du r i n g  t h i s  y e a r  L i n n  Avenue  a n d

13Af te r  t he  conc l u s i on  o f  W o r l d  W a r  I I  a  p l a q u e  “ D e d i c a t e d  i n  G r a t e f u l
Recogn i t i on  o f  Ou r  Members  Who  Los t  The i r  L i ves  i n  Wor l d  Wa r  I I ”  w a s
unve i led  at  Ke lham.  Those l i s ted were :  Jack  Saugee,  LeRoy Redford ,  K a r l
D e m e n t ,  J o h n  T .  E l l i s ,    E u g e n e  H a n s a r d ,  J .  C .  B i s h o p ,  E a r l  B r o w n ,
Franc is  K .  Hobbs ,   Roger  Barnett ,  George L .  M c C u l l y ,  J a c k  W i l e y ,  A u s t i n
M c C l a t c h ,  T h o m a s  U p t o n ,  J o h n n i e  P e e b e c k , a n d  J o e  F l y n t ,  J r . ,  s o n  o f
F r a n k l i n  M i s s i o n  p a s t o r ,  J o e  F l y n t ,  a  c a r e e r  m i l i t a r y  m a n  ( H o w a r d
Memor i a l  L i b r a r y ) .

14Minutes of  the Ok lahoma County Bapt ist  Assoc iat ion,  1944.



Crutcho Miss ions were  estab l i shed .15 M r s .  T .  H .  B o g g e s s

was  the  chu rch  v i s i to r .  I n  1946  I r v i ng  M i s s i on  became  a

church.

Nineteen hundred and forty-seven was a fatefu l  year in

t he  h i s t o r y  o f  K e l h a m  A v e n u e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h .  R o b e r t

C l in ton  Howard  w a s  e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t

Genera l  Convent ion  o f  Ok l ahoma .  To  show the i r  l ove  f o r

their  long-t ime pastor ,  the membersh ip of  Ke lham donated

enough money to al low Brother Howard and his wife,  Hett ie,

to take a  t r ip  to  Egypt  and the Ho ly  Land.  H idden away in

the arch ives th is  wr iter  found a song someone had wr i t ten

to  commemorate  th i s  event .  I t  was  sung  t o  t h e  t u n e  o f

“Casey Jones":16

Come a l l  ye  Ke lham i f  you want  to hear–
A story  about  a  brave preacher  dear–
R .  C .  Howard was the pastor 's  name–
At Ke lham Avenue where he won h is  fame.  
The congregat ion l i ked the preacher 's  smi le  
Sa id  we ' l l  keep  h im fo r  we  l i ke  h i s  s ty le–
Mounted to the rostrum with h is  B ib le  in  h is  hand 
And he preached good old doctr ine 'bout the Promised Land. 

Bro.  Howard mounted to the rostrum 
Bro .  Howard  w i th  h i s  B ib le  in  h i s  hand .  
Bro .  Howard,  here 's  the cash to take you 

and your wife to Egypt and the Holy Land.

Th i s  was  a  d ream tha t  was  neve r  to  be  f u l f i l l ed .  The

Lord cal led on Robert  C l inton Howard on May 6,  1947,  and

he journeyed to that p lace about  wh ich he had for  so  long

15The  ea r l y  C ru tcho  M i s s i on  ( s e e  p a g e  7 2  f o r  R .  C .  H o w a r d ’ s  a c c o u n t  o f
t h i s  w o r k )  w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  a  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  a n d  p r e a c h i n g  s e r v i c e
a r r a n g e m e n t  i n  t h e  C r u t c h o  S c h o o l .  O n  J a n u a r y  7 ,  1 9 5 2 ,  t h e  c h u r c h
m i n u t e s  r e c o r d  t h a t  “ M r .  T .  E .  D r a n n o n  b r o u g h t  t h e  R e p o r t  o f  t h e
M iss ions  Committee  recommend ing  that  the  Church  estab l i sh  a  c h ape l  i n
the  C ru tcho  Pa r k  Add i t i on  and  beg i n  Sunday ,  J anua ry  13 ,  w i th  se rv i ces
in  the Crutcho School  unt i l  a  bu i ld ing can be constructed.”

16T h e  o r i g i n a l  a n d  s e v e r a l  m i m e o g r a p h e d  c o p i e s  a r e  i n  t h e  W e s t b r o o k
Co l l ec t i on ,  Howard  Memor i a l  L i b r a ry .



and so devoutly preached.

A  f e w  d a y s  b e f o r e  B r o t h e r  H o w a r d ’ s  d e a t h ,  w h i l e

s p e a k i n g  t o  a  g a t h e r i n g  o f  1 1 1  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e

B r o t h e r h o o d  a t  a  s t e a k - f r y  i n  B u f f a l o ,  O k l a h o m a ,  h e

suffered a heart attack from which he never recovered.  He

was  su rv ived  by  h i s  w i fe ,  one  daughter ,  t h r e e  s o n s ,  t w o

brothers ,  fou r  s i s te rs ,  and  e ight  g randch i l d ren .  H i s  w i f e ,

Het t i e  V io l a  Howa rd–a  l i f e l ong  member  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n

Church–fol lowed him in death January 20, 1980.17

Shock ,  d i smay ,  and  d i sbe l i e f  we re  the  compan ions  o f

eve r y  membe r  o f  Ke l h am  and  Bap t i s t s  a c r o s s  t he  s t a t e

when the news of Brother Howard's death was learned. The

body lay in  state in  the church bu i ld ing he had superv ised

building. The active pa l lbearers were the o ldest deacons,  in

t e r m  o f  s e r v i c e ,  o f  t h e  c h u r c h – G e o r g e  T i e f e l ,  G e o r g e

Leach, R. J. McRel l ,  R. H. Henderson, M. J.  Jones,  and Albert

P e r r y .  T he  s ub sequen t  i s s u e  o f  The  Bap t i s t  Messenge r

stated it best. The lead headl ine was: “A Prince Has Fal len."

Among those who knew R.  C .  Howard best ,  a l l  wou ld  agree

that  no t r ue r  wo rds  we re  eve r  w r i t t en .  I n  some  ways  he

may have seemed l ike a  hard taskmaster  as he tended and

ministered to his f lock. Even when chastised, however, none

of h is  members ever doubted h is  deep and s incere love for

them and for God. 

Dur ing R.  C .  Howard 's  l eadersh ip ,  s t r i c t  d i sc ip l i ne  was

exercised in the church. Card-playing, dancing, dr inking, and

quest ionable th ings were forbidden.18 I f  a  chu r ch  membe r

fa i l ed  to  at tend  church  fo r  a  year ,  h i s  name was  dropped

17”Age  Not  He r  Favo r i te  Top i c”  i n  the  Westbrook  Co l l ect ion  c i tes  a  p laque
M r s .  H o w a r d  w a s  g i v e n :  “ T o  O u r  H e t t i e – f o r  t h r e e  s c o r e  y e a r s  o f
C h r i s t l i k e  s e r v i c e – T e a c h e r ,  S t e w a r d  a n d  C o u n s e l o r – W o m e n  o f  K e l l y
Avenue  Ch r i s t i an  Chu rch . ”

18T h e  I n f o r m e r ,  J u n e  4 ,  1 9 4 4 .  T h i s  a l s o  n o t e d ,  “ D i v o r c e s  w i t h o u t
Scr iptura l  g rounds  leave  one  outs ide  automat ica l l y . ”



from the church ro l l .19

D u r i n g  B r o t h e r  R .  C .  H o w a r d ' s  y e a r s  w i t h  K e l h a m ,

a lmost  f i f ty  pasto rs  were  o rda ined  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  m i s -

s ions.  Many are st i l l  in  act ive min istry.  Few can match  the

record and the legacy left by R. C.  Howard.  Across the c i ty

are  spr ink led churches whose ex istence can  be  at t r ibuted

to the far-s ightedness and v is ion of  Brother Howard.  What

better epitaph can be written for this great leader than the

one chosen by The Messenger ,  “A Pr ince Has Fal len." 

Upon the death of R. C. Howard, leadership fe l l  upon the

shou lders  o f  Haro ld  Lass i te r  a nd  h i s  a s s i s t a n t s .  B r o t he r

Lassiter was blessed with a good staff ,  dedicated deacons,

and  f a i th fu l  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s .  T h o u g h  t h e  w a t e r s  w e r e

troubled, Kelham continued to stay the course.

19K a t h a r i n  T i e f e l  T a y l o r ,  w h o s e  f a t h e r ,  G e o r g e  T i e f e l ,  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e
f i rst  deacons of  Ke lham sa id that the process  was  one  o f  l ov i ng  conce rn .
A  Fe l l owsh ip  Commit tee  wou ld  v i s i t  the  i nd i v idua l  and  counse l  w i t h  h i m
concern ing h is  f a i l u r e  to  obey  Heb rews  10 :24 -25 .  A t  t imes  the re  wou ld
be  repentance  and  rea l  r ev i va l  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  s e s s i o n s .  A t  o t h e r
t i m e s ,  M r s .  T a y l o r  s a i d ,  h e r  f a t h e r  w o u l d  r e t u r n  h o m e  i n  t e a r s  a t  t h e
response they had rece ived.


