
CHAPTER VI

JUSTICE, HALL, 
AND A MOVE

Without the leader  on whom they had depended for  so

many years Kelham was l ike a sh ip without a  rudde r .  R .  C .

Howard had b e e n  s u c h  a  t o w e r  o f  s t r e n g t h  t h a t  i t  w a s

d i f f icu l t  to v isua l ize Ke lham operat ing  w i thout  h i s  s t rong

leadersh ip.  After  the in i t ia l  shock had  subs ided ,  the  sta f f

a n d  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  k n o w i n g  w h a t  m u s t  b e

done, immediately wen t  i n to  a c t i on .  J a ck  Lya l l  h ad  been

ca l led as music d i rector in  March of  1947,  before  B rother

Howard passed away,  and he came on the f ie ld  in  June of

that  year ,  before a  pu lp i t  committee was e lected.1 I t  was

a lmost two months after  Brother Howard’s unt imely  death

a t  t h e  a g e  o f  f i f t y - e i g h t  t h a t  a  p u l p i t  c o m m i t t e e  w a s

a p p o i n t e d  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  o f  r e b u i l d i n g  w a s

accomplished. The committee were among the ever- fa i thfu l

sta lwarts  of  the church :  R .  C .  Howard ,  J r . ,  C .  C .  F reeney ,

Homer Myers, George Tiefel, and E. M. Gibson.2 

P rayer fu l l y  the  commit tee  began  i t s  work .  They  were

ce r ta i n  God  had  a l r eady  chosen  a  l e a d e r  f o r  H i s  f l o c k .

Although there were others considered, the committee was

unanimous that the pastor God had se lected for  them was

pas to r  o f  F i r s t  Chu r ch ,   A toka ,  Anson  Ju s t i c e ,  a  n a t i v e

Oklahoman.

1Minutes  of  Ke lham Bapt ist  Church ,  March  21,  1947.
2Ib i d . ,  Ju l y  6 ,  1947 .
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        Anson Just ice

Anson Justice was born near E lmore City and graduated

from L indsay H igh School  and the Un ivers i ty  of  Ok lahoma.

H i s  g r a d u a t e  w o r k  w a s  d o n e  a t            S o u t h w e s t e r n

Seminary in  Fort  Worth,  Texas .  He was bapt ized ,  marr ied ,

and orda ined in  F i r s t  Chu r ch ,  No rman ,  unde r  “ P r eache r ”

(Edgar F.)  Hal lock.  J u s t i c e  s e r ved  a s  t h e  f i r s t  p a s to r  o f

Tr in i ty  Church ,  Norman for  seven years .3 He  then  se rved

F i r s t  Church ,  Atoka ,  fo r  more  than  s i x  yea rs .  H i s  w i fe  i s

the  fo rmer   Nadean  Tu rne r  o f  No rman .  They  h ave  t h r e e

chi ldren, Ruth Ann, Laurence, and Paul.4

Fee l i ng  ce r ta in  that  they  had  located  the  pastor  who

had been chosen by God to lead the f lock  a t  Ke l ham,  the

committee recommended to the church that it tender a cal l

t o  A n s o n  J u s t i c e .  J u s t i c e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  c a l l ,  a n d  o n

September  1 ,  1 9 4 7 ,  h e  c a m e  o n  t h e  f i e l d  a s  K e l h a m ' s

spir itual  leader.  

On June 20, 1948, a seven-room house, to be used  fo r

a  parsonage,  was purchased at  917 Northeast  Nineteenth

Street for f i fteen thousand dol lars .5

Under Justice's leadership, Kelham continued its ro le  as

a  miss ionary  B ap t i s t  c hu r ch .  The  c h u r c h  s e t  a  g o a l  t o

e s t ab l i s h  a t  l e a s t  one  m i s s i on  a  yea r .  I n  1 9 4 7  a  r a d i o

program was started  w i th  Anson preach ing  each  Tuesday

morning at 7:45 A .M .  over stat ion KLPR.6 

3A n s o n  J u s t i c e  w a s  t h e  m i s s i o n  p a s t o r  a t  T r i n i t y ,  N o r m a n ,  a n d  s a w  t h e
church through i ts  const i tut ing.

4”P rog ram o f  Ded i ca t i on  Se rv i ces , ”  September  7 ,  1952 .
5The Bapt ist  Messenger ,  J u l y  2 ,  1948 .
6Ib id . ,  October  3 ,  1947.
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The parsonage on Nineteenth Street

I n  1 9 4 8  N e w a l l a  M i s s i o n  w a s  f o u n d e d 7 a n d  t h r e e

former miss ions were const ituted as churches.  These were

P l a i nv i ew  ( fo rmer l y  L i nco l n  M i s s i on ) ,  S h i e l d s  B o u l e v a r d

l o c a t e d  a t  3 7 0 4  S h i e l d s  B o u l e v a r d , 8 a n d  F r i e n d s h i p ,

located on Southwest Fifteenth.

Southwest  Fr iendsh ip  Church ,  1951

7M a r y  F i k e ,  “ A  H i s t o r y  o f  K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ”  ( B r e w i n g t o n
Co l lect ion) .

8Mary  F i ke  noted  that  Sh i e l ds  B o u l e v a r d  w a s  s t a r t e d  a s  m i s s i o n  i n  h o n o r
of  the later  R .  C.  Howard.  In  the minutes for  the deacons meet ing  o f  June
9 ,  1947 ,  Ha ro l d  Lass i t e r ,  B ro the r  Howa rd ’ s  a s s i s t an t  and  ac t i ng  l eade r
a f te r  h i s  dea th ,  i n t roduced  “B ro .  S tee l e  f r om ou r  new  M i s s i o n ,  S h i e l d s
B l v d .  B a p t i s t  M i s s i o n . ”   L a t e r   L a s s i t e r  b e c a m e  p a s t o r  o f  S h i e l d s
Bou leva rd .
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Sh ie lds  Bou levard  Church ,  1951

In 1949 there were eighty-nine more people baptized in

Ke lham than in  a ny  o t he r  c hu r ch  i n  t h e  B ap t i s t  Gene r a l

Convention of Oklahoma.9 

I t  w a s  a l s o  i n  1 9 4 9  t h a t  K e l h a m  m e m b e r  A l b e r t

McClel lan, editor of The Baptist Messenger,  l e f t  fo r  Nash -

vi l le, where he init ial ly served as Pub l ic i ty  D i rector  for  the

Execut ive Committee of  the Southern Bapt ist  Convent ion.

When he le f t ,  th i s  t r ibute  to  Ke lham appeared in  the  last

issue of The Baptist Messenger  edited by him:10 
And Ke lham Avenue,  w ith R .  C .  Howard and Anson J u s t i c e

a s  my  sp i r i t u a l  men to r s ,  how  can  I  e ve r  be  any th i ng  e x cep t
an  Ok lahoman?  Ke lham gave  me a  b road  v iew o f  what  heaven
i s  l i k e ,  whe re  f e l l owsh i p  i s  deep  and  k i nd ,  where  peop le  l ove
e a c h  o t h e r ,  w h e r e  G o d  a n d  a l l  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  c o m e  f i r s t ,
K e l h a m  w i t h  a l l  h e r  c h i l d r e n  c h u r c h e s  a n d  g r a n d c h i l d r e n
chu rches .  Ke l ham w i th  he r  abundant  l i b e r a l i t y .  K e l h a m  t h a t
gave  my  two  sons  the i r  f i r s t  consc iousness  o f  w h a t  a  g r e a t
c h u r c h  c a n  b e  l i k e .  K e l h a m  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  a  p a r t  o f  m e .

G lor ious Ke lham. I t  cou ld happen on ly in  Ok lahoma.

In  1949 Howard Memoria l ,  or ig ina l ly  Eas t  Reno  M i ss ion

and  then  Meadowv iew ,  const i tu ted  i n to  a  chu rch ,  and  i n

1952 Crutcho Miss ion, located at 6900 Northeast  Twenty-

th i rd ,  rece ived  i t s  char te r  as  a  chu r ch .  The  Cha i rman  o f

the Missions Committeeat the time was M. J. Jones. 

In 1951 space was again at a premium. There were two

alternat ives.  The church could expand the present fac i l i ty,

or they could move. There  was much sou l -search ing and a

great deal of discussion as to the proper course .  A drast ic

s h i f t  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  o c c u r r i n g .  T h e  l o c a t i o n  o n

Fourteenth and Kelham was not as desirable a location as it

once  was  becau se  a  g r e a t  numbe r  o f  t h e  membe r s  h a d

m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  a r e a  t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c i t y .  T h e

9Ib id ,  Feb rua ry  4 ,  1949 .
10The  Bapt i s t  Messenge r ,  J u l y  2 8 ,  1 9 4 9 .  T h e  f r o n t i s p i e c e  o f  t h i s  i s s u e

has a  typograph ica l  e r ror  in  the date ,  ind icat ing 1948.



KELHAM, CHURCH ON THE MOVE 91

transit ional  nature of the neighborhood “made some mem-

bers doubt the wisdom of added bui lding a t  the  s i t e . ”11  A

choice had to be made. Some thought a new location should

be  sought  and  that  the  church  shou ld  be  moved .  O the r s

f e l t  t h a t  t h ey  a l r e ady  h ad  so  much  i n ve s t ed  i n  t h e  o l d

locat ion that they could not afford to move. There was no

easy answer. 

 A f te r  much  p raye r  and  a  tho rough  d i scuss ion  o f  the

avai lable options, it was f inal ly decided to br ing the matter

to a vote of the members.  When the vote came it  was two

h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  t o  s i x t e e n  t o  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  o l d

location.12 The die was cast. 

F rom the  perspect ive  o f  t ime i t  m ight  be  easy  to  say

the  church  made  the  wrong  dec i s i on .  Such  a  conc lus ion ,

h o w e v e r ,  w o u l d  b e  s i m p l i s t i c ,  f o r  i t  d i s r e g a r d s  t h e

dynam ics  o f  t he  chu rch  a nd  t h e  commun i t y  i n  t r o ub l e d

t imes.  Moving the fac i l i t ies any substant ia l  d istance would

have meant abandoning the members of the church. Later a

move was made twenty blocks north, but even that  meant

h a r d s h i p  f o r  s o m e  m e m b e r s .  A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  t o  b e

considered in the equation was a rather substantia l  amount

o f  money  t h a t  h ad  a c cumu l a t ed  i n  t h e  t r e a s u r y .  M a n y

hours were consumed in suggestions concerning proper use

of the funds. Voting to bui ld el iminated possible contention

and moved the work ahead.

When the  church  dec ided ,  no  t ime was  was ted .  P l a n s

were drawn for a new educational bui lding, to be located on

the corner  of  Northeast  Th i r teenth and Ke lham.  Th is  wa s

the locat ion o f  t he  o r i g i na l  wh i t e - f r ame  bu i l d i ng  and  i t s

additions, and it was st i l l  be ing used as part  of  the church

operation. 

11” A  S t r a n g e r  L o o k s  I n s i d e  a  C i t y  C h u r c h :  ‘ K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  J u s t  G r o w s
a n d  G r o w s , ’ ”  Ok lahoma C i ty  T imes ,  Apr i l  4 ,  1954 ,  Page  E -1 .

12 I b id .
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Disassembl ing the or ig ina l  bu i ld ing

Lockhoma M iss ion  was  a  rap id ly  g row ing  m i s s i o n  a n d

needed addit ional bui ldings. The original bui lding was sawed

i n to  two  sec t i on s ,  a n d  m o v e d  t o  L o c k h o m a ,  w h e r e  i t

cont inued in the Lord's work for  many more  years .  Actua l

construct ion had begun  on  the  new  educa t i ona l  bu i l d i ng

before  the o ld  bu i ld ing was moved.  The new bu i ld ing  w a s

bui lt around the old as much as possible. 

The new bui lding was two-storied with two s ing le-story

wings. The foundat ions on the s ingle stor ied sect ions were

bu i l t  so  that  an  add i t iona l  f loor  cou ld  be  added  on  when

required. When completed the new bui lding contained 5,600

square feet.

The new educat iona l  bu i ld ing

As soon as  the educat iona l  bu i ld ing was completed a l l

church functions were moved into the new building, and re-
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model ing of  the o ld  aud i to r i um began .  As  o r i g i na l l y  con -

s t r uc ted  the  o l d  aud i to r i um  was  bu i l t  ove r  a  basement ,

w i t h  a n  e n t r a n c e  s e v e r a l  s t e p s  a b o v e  s t r e e t  l e v e l .

Remodel ing plans included lowering the  aud i tor ium f loor  to

s t r e e t  l e v e l ,  a d d i n g  t h i r t e e n  f e e t  t o  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e

bui ld ing,  f ive feet t o  t he  r ea r ,  a nd  seven  f ee t  a l ong  t he

no r th  s i de .  The  new  sanc tua ry  was  d e s i g n e d  t o  a d d  a n

add i t i o na l  t h r ee  hund r ed  s ea t s ,  b r i ng i ng  t o t a l  s e a t i n g

capacity to one thousand and f ifty. The new sanctuary was

descr ibed at the t ime as “convent ional  enough to be l ike a

church and modern enough to be up-to-date."13 

I n  l a te r  years  Anson  Just i ce  reca l l ed ,  “We dec ided  to

s h o o t  t h e  w o r k s  a n d  i t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  r i g h t

dec is ion.  We have m e m b e r s  d r i v i n g  i n  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e

county each S u n d a y .  O u r  m e m b e r s h i p  h a s  r i s e n  t o  t w o

thousand and four hundred."14 

Remodeled auditor ium

Designed by Architect Bryan M i l l e r  and constructed by

Mi lner Construct ion Company,  the new bu i ld ing was one of

t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  i n  t h e  c i t y .  T h e  e x t e r i o r  w a s  p i n k

13Ib id .
14Ib id .
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Cl inton br ick, t r immed with two bands of  marb lecrete cast

stone,  with a corn ice of  the same mater ia l .  The f ront  was

bu i l t  o f  C rab  Orcha rd  s tone  su r round ing  a  mass i ve  a rch ,

which enc losed e laborate rose window towers above  g lass

doors that seemed to invite the worshiper to come into the

house of God.15  

The co lor  scheme o f  t he  i n te r i o r  was  l i gh t  g reen  and

r o s e ,  w i t h  c i n n a m o n  c a r p e t  d o w n  t h e  a i s l e s  a n d  r o s e

drapes  across  the  bapt i s t ry .  The bu i ld ing was complete ly

a i r -cond it ioned.  A complete ly  new bapt ist ry  was insta l led

as wel l  as new walnut pulpit furniture. The new bui lding was

dedicated on September 7 ,  1952 .  Regu l a r  s e r v i c e s  we r e

he ld  in  the  mo rn i ng ,  and  t he  ded i c a t i on  was  he l d  i n  t he

afternoon.

The  ded i c a t i on  opened  w i t h  t he  P roces s i ona l ,  wh i ch

i nc l uded  the  pas to r  and  deacons ,  m i s s i o n  p a s t o r s ,  a n d

pastors  of  churches organ ized by  Ke lham Avenue  Bapt i s t

Chu rch .  Mrs .  Fe rman  Ph i l l i p s  was  the  o rgan i s t .  D r .  M .  E .

Ramay addressed the assembled group on “The Hazards of

Going On." 

Some of the notables who attended were the Honorable

Johnston  Mur ray ,  G o v e r n o r ;  A l l e n  S t r e e t ,  M a y o r ;  D r .

H e r s h e l  H .  H o b b s ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t

Convent ion;  and Dr .  T.  B .  Lackey ,  Execut i ve -Sec reta ry  o f

The  Bapt i s t  Genera l  Convent ion  Ok lahoma.16 D u r i n g  t h e

1 5 ” Program of  Ded icat ion  Serv i ces , ”  September  7 ,  1952.
16P e r s o n a l  l e t t e r s  o f  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  s u c h  S o u t h e r n

Bap t i s t  l e gend s  a s  D r .  R .  G .  L ee  ( s ee  Append i x  D  f o r  t h e  l e t t e r  f r o m
Lee) ;  Dr .  E .  D .  Head ,  P res ident  o f  Southwestern  Seminary ;  Dr .  J .  Howa rd
W i l l i a m s ,  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  G e n e r a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o f
T e x a s ;  H a r o l d  L a s s i t e r ,  t h e n  s e r v i n g  a s  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  C h u r c h ,  F l a t
R i v e r ,  M i s s o u r i ;  J o e  B u r t o n ,  E d i t o r  o f  Home  L i f e ;  J o h n  W e s l e y  R a l e y ,
P r e s i d e n t  o f  O k l a h o m a  B a p t i s t  U n i v e r s i t y ;  a n d  D r .  H a r o l d  G r a v e s ,
P r e s i d e n t  o f  G o l d e n  G a t e  S e m i n a r y  ( J u s t i c e  C o l l e c t i o n ,   H o w a r d
Memor i a l  L ib ra ry ) .  I n  add i t i on  t e l e g r ams  we r e  r e ce i v ed  f r om  J .  D .  G r e y
( F i r s t  C h u r c h ,  N e w  O r l e a n s )  a n d  P o r t e r  R o u t h  ( E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y -
T reasu re r  o f  the  Execut i ve  Commit tee  o f  t he  Sou the rn  Bap t i s t  Conven -
t ion) .  These a lso are  in  the Just ice  Co l lect ion .
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evening worship the bapt ist ry  was used for  the f i rst  t ime.

The song serv ice was  l ed  by  R .  C .  Howard ,  J r . ,17 who was

also a member of the bui ld ing committee. Ruth Ann Just ice

and Beverly Howard18 sang a duet.

The  fo l l ow ing  yea r  the  m iss iona ry  g r o w t h  o f  K e l h a m

cont inued  as  L o c k h o m a  M i s s i o n  w a s  s t a r t e d  w i t h  M a x

Caldwel l  as pastor.  In January 1953 Jack  Rose ,  o f  Ha r rah ,

came as the new Music Director.19

In January 1954 the educational bui lding was completed

a n d  d e d i c a t e d .  D u r i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e m o d e l e d

auditor ium, part of the educational  bui ld ing was  used  as  a

temporary auditor ium for the church.

I n  l a te  1954  Anson  J u s t i c e  r e s i g n e d  t o  a s s u m e  t h e

pastorate of  Crestwood Church,  Ok lahoma C i ty ,  where  he

rema i ned  un t i l  h i s  r e t i r ement  f r om the  a c t i v e  m i n i s t r y .

The Bapt ist  Messenger  (January 12,  1978) ind icated that

Anson  Just i ce  re t i r ed  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  a f t e r  f o r t y - s i x

yea rs  as  an  Ok lahoma pasto r .  He  had  been  moderato r  i n

three assoc iat ions,  wa s  a  f o rme r  p r e s i d en t  o f  t h e  s t a t e

convention, and was a member of the board of  d i rectors  of

the  Bapt i s t  Genera l  Convent ion  o f  O k l a homa .  Du r i n g  h i s

ministry he preached 160 revivals,  conducted twenty-eight

B ib le  s tudy  se r ies ,  taught  fo r ty  years  at  Fa l l s  C reek  and

l e d  s i x  t o u r s  t o  t h e  H o l y  L a n d .  A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s

r e t i r ement ,  h i s  son  Lau rence  was  a  pa s to r  i n  Ann i s ton ,

Alabama, and his son, Paul,  s ince deceased, was a pastor in

Oklahoma City.

17” P rogram of  Ded icat ion  Serv i ces , ”  September  7 ,  1952.
18Mrs .  James  Emerson .
19T h e  B a p t i s t  M e s s e n g e r ,  J a n u a r y  2 ,  1 9 5 3 .  J a c k  R o s e  c u r r e n t l y  i s

re t i red  and  l i v i ng  i n  Tu l sa .
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Dav id  C .  Ha l l

The  chu rch  e l ec ted  a  pu lp i t  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  w i t h i n  a

mon th ,  Dav i d  C .  Ha l l ,  p a s to r  o f  S equoyah  H i l l s  C h u r c h ,

Tu l sa ,  was  ca l l ed .  Ha l l  was  born  in  Ok lahoma County  and

educated in Oklahoma City publ ic schools.  He was orda ined

a t  t he  age  o f  s i x t een  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  p a s t o r  f o r  N i c o m a

Park Church from 1943–1944 and later at Crowder.  He was

pasto r  o f  Ca lva ry  Church ,  Shawnee ,  and  l a te r  Emmanue l ,

Ardmore.  In  May 1951  he  accepted  the  pas to ra te  o f  Se -

quoyah Hi l ls, when the church was on ly  th i r ty  months  o ld .

D u r i n g  h i s  m i n i s t r y  a t  S e q u o y a h  H i l l s  t h e r e  w e r e  s i x

hund red  add i t i ons  to  the  membersh i p ,  two  hund red  and

thirty-nine of which were by baptism.20

David Hal l  was a graduate of Southwestern Seminary in

Fort  Worth.  He was accompanied to Ok lahoma C i t y  by  h i s

w i f e ,  Ma rc i ne ,  and  th ree  ch i l d ren ,  Dav id  J r . ,  Jud i th ,  and

Ma ry  Sue . 21 A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  G e o r g e  G r e e n  o f  T u l s a  w a s

educat ional  d i rector ,  and Don Sea r s  was  Youth  and  Mus i c

Director .22

Hal l  preached h i s  f i r s t  s e r m o n  a t  K e l h a m  i n  J a n u a r y

1 9 5 5 .  D a v i d  H a l l  w a s  a n  e n t hu s i a s t i c  y oung  p r e a che r ;

strong on organization and promotion. He led the people to

practice preaching, teaching, and soul-winning.23

20”Rev .  Ha l l  R e t u r n s ,  He ’ l l  Be  a t  Ke l ham”  (n . d . ,  a r t i c l e  seems  to  i nd i c a te
1954 or  1955),  Westbrook Co l lect ion.

21Ib id .
22The Bapt ist  Messenger ,  Feb.  12,  1959.
23Ma ry  F i k e ,  “H i s t o r y  o f  Ke l h am , ”  n . d . ,  ca .  1964.
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In  the f i rst  year  Ha l l  was at  Ke lham, 1955,  the re  were

two  hund red  and  f o r t y - f ou r  add i t i ons ,  one  hund red  and

twenty-seven by bapt ism.  Tota l  t i thes  and of fer ings  were

$101,544.24

In 1956 the specter of relocation again ra ised i ts  head.

T h e  a r e a  i n  w h i c h  K e l h a m  w a s  l o c a t e d  w a s  i n  f l u x .

Populat ion was shift ing to the north and west.  The  church

f ina l l y  dec ided that  t o  s u r v i v e ,  r e l o c a t i o n  w a s  a  m u s t .

Events moved swift ly. During th is  t ime Jack Rose,  min ister

o f  mus i c ,  res igned  to  a c c e p t  a  s i m i l a r  p o s i t i o n  a t  F i r s t

Church, Bart lesvi l le .

The re  we re  l o t s  ava i l ab l e  be tween  N o r t h e a s t  F o r t y -

eighth and Fift ieth, just west of Eastern, where Kelham had

cons idered  bu i ld ing  a  m iss ion .  Th is  p lot  covered near ly  a

square  b lock ,  but  i t  was  L -shaped .  A l though the  locat ion

was ser iously considered, it was not selected. 

The bu i ld ing  committee ,  composed of  C .  L .  F i ke ,  G l en

Pipher, Charles Litton, R. C. Howard, Jr. ,  E. W. Thomas,  and

Claude Barton,  wrest led long with  the  p rob lem o f  exact l y

where  to  r e l oca te .  P rope r ty  on  B roadway  Ex tens i on  was

cons idered,  as  was a  p l a t  on  Nor th  L i nco ln .  Anothe r  s i te

cons ide red  was  Nor thwest  One  h u n d r e d  a n d  e i g h t h  a n d

Western.  

F i r s t  C h u r c h ,  O k l a h o m a  C i t y ,  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  P a r k

Estates Miss ion at Northeast Thirty-s ixth and Staton Dr ive

some time before, and things were not going too wel l .  F i rst

Church offered to se l l  the bui ld ing and property to Kelham

for approximately what was owed on it ,  and Kelham bought

the s ite for f i fty-nine thousand dol lars.  

P lans now had to  be  made to  se l l  the  church  property

on Kelham Avenue.  Unknown t o  K e l h a m  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e

members of Park Estates Miss ion protested that they were

never told of the pending sale or  consu l ted in  any manner

24The Bapt ist  Messenger ,  Feb rua ry  19 ,  1956 .
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whatever .  They  comp la ined  that  they  had  been  s hu f f l e d

o n t o  K e l h a m  A v e n u e  B a p t i s t  w i t h o u t  t h e  m e m b e r s ’

knowledge.  Park  Estates  rebe l led .  They were  determined,

but they were ordered to leave the bui ld ing and s ite, which

F i r s t  C h u r c h  h a d  h e l p e d  t o  f i n a n c e .  M e m b e r s  o f  P a r k

Estates M iss ion t r ied  to  e s tab l i s h  a  new  chu rch  and  met

f o r  a  t i m e  “ i n  t h e  a r m y  r e s e r v e  a r m o r y ,  N E  3 7  a n d

Eastern” .25 Dr.  E lme r  R i dgeway ,  who  was  r e t i r e d  a t  t he

t ime,  preached f o r  t h e  g r o u p  f o r  a  w h i l e .  P a r k  E s t a t e s

Miss ion’s attempt to establ ish a church was unsuccessfu l ,

and many f inal ly aff i l iated with Kelham.

Northeast  Th i r ty -s i x th  and  Staton  Dr i ve

T h e  p r o p e r t y  a t  N o r t h e a s t  F o u r t e e n t h  a n d  K e l h a m

covered  “a  square  b lock  and  [was ]  v a l u ed  a t  mo re  t h an

one-half mil l ion do l la rs .”26 The property was so ld to Avery

Chape l ,  A f r i can  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h .  R o b e r t  H .

A l e x a n d e r  w a s  p a s t o r  o f  A v e r y  C h a p e l ,  w h i c h  h a d  a

membersh ip  of  more than e leven hundred.  The announced

“pu rchase  p r i ce  was  $180 ,000 . ” 27 A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e

s a l e ,  K e l h a m  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e g u n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  n e w

fac i l i t i es  on  a  th ree  and  one -ha l f  ac re  p lo t  on  Nor theast

Thi rty-s ixth.

The last person baptized at the Kelham Avenue location

25”Orphaned Church  F inds  Home in  Armory , ”  n .d  (Westbrook Col lect ion) .  
26”Bapt i s ts  Se l l  Church , ”  n .d .  (Westbrook  Co l l ect ion) .
27Ib id .
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w a s  M o s e s  G o d d a r d  o f  A d u l t  3 .  O n  F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1 9 5 9 ,

Kelham moved to Thirty-s ixth Street,  a lthough the of f i c i a l

dedicat ion was not  he ld  unt i l  Ap r i l  5 .  Geo rge  B ruce  F i ke ,

son of  Mr .  and Mrs .  C .  L .  F i ke ,  was  the  f i r s t  cand idate  to

be bapt ized at  the new locat ion.  Severa l  y ea r s  l a t e r ,  t h e

c h u r c h  o f f i c i a l l y  a d o p t e d  t h e  t r a d e n a m e  o f  “ K e l h a m

Bapt ist  Church.”28 The church ’s  corporate name remained

The Kelham Avenue Baptist Church, which it st i l l  is today.

Construction progressed rapidly at the new location. On

Sunday, Apri l  5, 1959, the bui lding was official ly dedicated.

Designed by Bryan M i l l e r  and constructed by J .  W.  Skaggs

Construct ion Company, the ed i f i ce  was  modern  i n  des ign ,

the  exte r io r  p resent ing  an  i nv i t i ng  patte rn  o f  p i n k  b r i c k

and  g r ey  s tone .  The  t empo ra r y  s anc tua r y ,  wh i ch  wou l d

later serve as Fel lowship Hal l ,  had a seating capacity o f  s i x

hundred and f i f t y .  T h e  u n i t s  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  w e r e  d e -

signed to care for approximately twelve hundred in Sunday

schoo l .  The  cost  o f  the  pro ject ,  i nc lud ing  pews ,  pa rk ing ,

annex remodel ing, and architect,  was about  three hundred

a n d  f i f t y  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  a n d  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h i r t y - f i v e

thousand square feet of space. The dedicat ion serv ice was

held at 3:00 P . M . ,  with presentat ion of the bui ld ing by C. L.

F ike,  Cha i rman of  the Bui ld ing Committee,  and acceptance

of the bui lding by M. A. Fitzgerald, Chairman of Deacons. 

During this trans it ional  per iod,  the church cont inued to

grow.  In  t h e  p r e v i o u s  f o u r  y e a r s  a b o u t  e l e v e n  h u n d r e d

m e m b e r s  w e r e  a d d e d  a n d  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  i n c o m e  h a d

increased about  f i f ty -percent .29 T h e  f i r s t  S u n d a y  a f t e r

r e l o c a t i o n ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o n e  t h o u s a n d  a n d  e i g h t y  i n

attendance.  Two worsh ip serv ices were he ld ,  t h e  f i r s t  a t

8 : 3 0  A .M . ,  t h e  s e c o n d  1 1 : 0 0  A . M . ,  w i t h  S u n d a y  S c h o o l

sandwiched in between at 9:45 A .M .

28Minutes  of  Ke lham Bapt i s t  Church ,  March  6 ,  1966.
29Oklahoma C i ty  T imes ,  Ap r i l  6 ,  1959 .
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In 1958 the Foreign Mission Board  assumed support  of

our mission in Egypt, where Seddik Girgis served as  pastor .

Just  pr ior  to th is ,  Brother  and Mrs .  G i rg i s  were  guests  o f

Kelham for severa l  weeks.  Kelham helped them purchase  a

car to be shipped to Egypt. 

That  same year  Don Sears  res igned as  Mus i c  D i recto r

to  accept  a  s im i la r  pos i t ion  in  Bonham,  Texas .  As  he  had

m a n y  t i m e s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  R .  C .  H o w a r d ,  J r . ,  f i l l e d  t h e

posit ion unti l  a replacement could be selected. R. C. was an

exce l l e n t  s i nge r  and  was  a lways  w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p  i n  a n y

manner possible. R. C.  Howard, Jr . ,  and Mi l l ie ,  h is wife,  had

been marr ied i n  1930  and  h ad  f ou r  d augh te r s ,  B a r ba r a ,

Bever ly,  Kat ie,  and Trudy.  R .  C . ,  l i ke  h is  father ,  R .  C . ,  Sr . ,

started in the insurance business and progressed f ina l ly  to

the specia l ized f i e ld  o f  es tate  ana lys i s  and  management .

After ret ir ing, the Howards moved to a ranch near Cushing,

Mil l ie's hometown.30 R. C. died in 1980.

R.  C .  and Mi l l ie  Howard in  Hong Kong

Members  of  K e l h a m  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  R .  C .  a n d  M i l l i e

contr ibuted great ly,  both spir itual ly and f inancia l ly ,  to the

g r o w t h  o f  K e l h a m .  T h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  l e d  t o  t h e

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  H o w a r d  M e m o r i a l  C h a p e l  a t  B a p t i s t

Memor i a l  Hosp i ta l  and  the  Howard  Cot tage  a t  t h e  B o y s '

Ranch Town. R. C. was awarded an honorary doctor of  laws

30O B U  B u l l e t i n :  B i s o n  H i l l t o p i c s ,  O k l a h o m a  B a p t i s t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S p r i n g
1983.
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degree by Oklahoma Baptist University in 1974.31

I n  August  of  1958,  a f t e r  R .  C .  Howa rd ,  J r . ’ s ,  i n t e r im

per iod as Music Director when Don Sears  le f t ,  Denny Boyd

of Elk City was cal led as Music Director.

In  January  of  1960 Texas  M iss ion  in  the  southeastern

part of Oklahoma County was begun with A. Lee Hibbard as

pastor .32 T h i s  w a s  a  n e w  e r a  i n  m i s s i o n s  f o r  S o u t h e r n

Bapt ists .  Th is  was in  the per iod of  the new ph i losophy of

“assoc i a t i ona l  m i ss ions . ”  Ke lham’s  m i ss ions  be fo re  t h i s

t ime had been miss ions that or ig inated in the heart of  the

home church or were adopted because of needs in the mis-

sion. 

A t  s o m e  p o i n t  i n  t i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e

associat ion could somehow exerc ise  greater  w isdom as  to

whe re  new  chu r ches  needed  t o  b e  s t a r t e d  o r i g i n a t e d .

Consequently the associat ion had bought property in  what

they  deemed  to  be  g row ing  and  expand i ng  a reas  o f  t h e

county. Texas Miss ion was one of these miss ions.33 In  th is

case the church voted to have the t rustees accept t i t le  to

the  p rope r ty  fo r  the  m i ss i on  on  Southeast  Twenty-n inth

and  beg in  p lans  and  a r rangements  fo r  c on s t r u c t i o n  o f  a

permanent bui lding. In  June the church author ized the be-

31Ib id .
32Minutes of  Ke lham Bapt ist  Church,  December  20,  1959.
33O n e  m i g h t  w e l l  a r g u e  t h a t  f e w  c h u r c h e s  p o s s e s s  t h e  w i s d o m  a n d

resou rces  to  p rope r l y  p l an  m i ss i on  s i t es  i n  expand ing  commun i t i es .  The
h i s to ry  o f  Ke lham’s  m iss ions  and  m i s s i on  f a i l u r es  m igh t  we l l  be  used  as
ev i dence  o f  t h i s ,  bu t  an  e q u a l l y  s t r o n g  c a s e  m i g h t  b e  m a d e  b a s e d  o n
s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  a s so c i a t i o n a l  m i s s i o n s .  T hough  we  m i gh t  b e  t emp ted  t o
adopt a  corporate approach to miss ion starts ,  buy ing key propert ies  w e l l
ahead of  the i r  deve lopment ,  i t  seems to th is  wr i ter  that  the process  that
has worked f rom the very beg inn ing has a lmost  twenty  cen tu r i e s  o f  suc -
c e s s f u l  c h u r c h  s t a r t s  b e h i n d  i t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h i s  s t r a t e g y  h a s  t h e
imp l i c i t  s uppo r t  o f  M a t t h e w  1 6 : 1 6 - 1 8 ,  w h i c h  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  m i s s i o n s
p r o b a b l y  l a c k s .  I n  n o  c a s e  s h o u l d  t h i s  b e  s e e n  a s  a  d i a t r i b e  a g a i n s t
coope r a t i v e  m i s s i on s .  We  be l i e ve  i n  coope r a t i v e  m i s s i on s  a s  t a u g h t  i n
the  New Testament .  I f  anyth ing ,  th i s  i s  a  de fense  o f  chu rch  m iss ions  i n
i t s  purest  New Testament  s en se – t he  s en se  i n  wh i c h  m i s s i o na r y  Bap t i s t
churches have a lways done the work of  the Great  Commiss ion .
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ginning of Shady Nook Miss ion,  w ith Damon Cor ley as  pas-

tor .34

In  February of 1960 George Green submitted h is  res ig -

nat ion to become Educat iona l  D i rector  of  Bapt i s t  Temp le ,

Oklahoma City. In March Jim Moore was cal led from Missour i

as Educational Director.

In September 1960 David C. Hal l  r es igned  as  pasto r  o f

Ke l ham to  become  pas to r  o f  No r th  Phoen i x  Chu rch ,  t h e

la rgest  Bapt ist  church in  the western  Un i ted  S ta tes .  Ha l l

r e t u r n e d  t o  O k l a h o m a  a n d  p a s t o r e d  F i r s t  C h u r c h ,

Ch ickasha,  where he remained for  three years .35 Ha l l  then

served in Madison, New Jersey, where he remained a lmost a

year. From there, he went to Washington, D. C . ,  fo r  a  b r ie f

t ime. Later he was pastor of  the Seminole Heights Church,

Tampa, F lor ida. He currently pastors in Tulsa.

With  the  res ignat ion  of  Dav id  Ha l l ,  Ke l ham was  aga i n

without a leader,  but  there  was  never  any  doubt  that  the

Master  a l ready had chosen exact ly  t he  r i gh t  man  to  l e ad

them.  L i t t l e  d i d  the  c h u r c h  k n o w  t h a t  u n d e r  t h i s  m a n ,

God’s man for God’s time, they would again move. Only time

would revea l  that  the chu rch  on  the  move  was  po i sed  to

move again.

34S h e r i l y n  V o g t ,  “ H i s t o r y  o f  K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h , ”  1 9 6 8 .  M i n u t e s  o f
Ke lham Bapt i s t  Chu rch  fo r  December  20 ,  1959 ,  note  that  “ the  M i ss i ons
Committee not i fy the Ok lahoma County  Bapt i s t  Assoc ia t ion  o f  ou r  des i re
to begin a work” in  the Shady Nook community and that  “ the  T rus tees  be
ins t ructed  to  accept  t i t l e  to  approx imate ly  fou r  ac res  o f  l and  l ocated  a
short  d istance South of  N.E .  23rd street  on Post  Road.”

35” B a p t i s t  l e a d e r  r e t u r n s , ”  Oklahoma C i t y  T i m e s ,  A p r i l  1 4 ,  1 9 7 7 .  T h e
e x a c t  s e q u e n c e  o f  D r .  D a v i d  C .  H a l l ’ s  m i n i s t r y  h a s  n o t  b e e n  f u l l y
r esea rched  by  th i s  w r i t e r .


