Genesis Study

Genesis is the seed book of the Bible, the beginning of all created
things. The rest of the Bible blossoms out of the seed truths found
in Genesis. Genesis means birth or beginning. Some beginnings
in Genesis are:

The beginning of the universe, Gen. 1:1

The beginning of man, Gen. 1:27

The beginning of the Sabbath, Gen. 2:2-3

The beginning of marriage, Gen. 2:22-24

The beginning of sin, Gen. 2:16-17

The beginning of sacrifice, Gen. 3:21

The beginning of prophecy, Gen. 3:15

The beginning of human government, Gen. 9:1-6

The beginning of nations, Gen. 11

The beginning of Israel, a chosen nation, Gen. 12:1-3

There are seven great subjects in Genesis:
(1) THE CREATION, showing the power and wisdom of God,
(2) THE FALL OF MAN, displays the love and mercy of God,
(3) THE FLOOD, brings out the justice and holiness of God;
(4) THE NATIONS, emphasizes the sovereignty of God;
(5) ABRAHAM, proves God's faithfulness;
(6) JACOB, depends upon God's grace;
(7) JOSEPH, pictures the providence of God.

The book of Genesis is the first of five books, called the Penta-
teuch, which is referred to as "the law", "the book of the law", "the
book of Moses", and many other titles which indicate that Moses
is the human author of Genesis as well as the other four books of
the Pentateuch, which the Jews call the Torah. God is the primary
source for all our scripture. Look up 2 Timothy 3:16 and 2Peter
1:21

Some of the Old Testament references which attribute the writing
of the law to Moses, are: Josh. 8:31; 1 Kings 2:3; 2 Kings 14:6;
Ezra 3:2; Dan. 9:11; and Mal. 4:4. Jesus considered Moses to be
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the author of the first five books of the Bible. Look up Luke
24:44.

In interpreting Genesis, I reject the symbolic interpretation which
some scholars use in order to accommodate evolution and other
theories. If the first Adam was only symbolic, then by logic, so is
vthe second Adam. Ifthe fall of man was only symbolic, then he

the Historical interpretation which means the words written in the

book of Genesis mean what they say: God really did create the
_world in six days; Adam was a real man and his wife was Eve;
Noah and Hhis | family survived a 1y world wide flood in the ark... L be-

Tieve the events of Genesis are factual history. Jesus and the in-
Mament writers all treated Genesis as literal, factual
“and historical.

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. Genesis
1:1. The very first sentence in our sacred scripture is quite mar-
velously simple and yet is very profound. Volumes have been
written trying to explain how our world came into being, but our
God explained it in one sentence that even a child can understand.
If you will believe Genesis 1:1, you will have no difficulty with the
rest of the Bible. T

All other religions start with something and then explain how
things began interacting to bring about the world we now have.

God started with nothing. God existed before time, space, or
e " "

matter( Only God pre-existed.yThe word we read as "created" is

the Hebrew word "bara" which means to call into existence out of

nothing. Bara is used in verses 1, 21, & 27. Thrée creative acts
are: Heaven and earth; animal life; and man, Three words

are used to describe GO(m‘g_iMey are: @ used
in verses 16, 25, & 26 describes the making of somethifig from

available materials; '{_mused in chapter 2, verses 7 & 19
means to shape or fashion something much as a potter shapes the
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wet clay he is working with;(f'Banah">in 2:22 means to build or
erect something. Genesis 1:1 simply says that God called into ex-
Ustence that which had no existence. It is the beginning of the
universe, time, space, and matter.

——

Read verse 2. The earth is without form, and void. Some people

_see a gap between verse 1 and verse 2. As a matter of fact, I used
to believe in the Gap Theory myself. It seemed to allow for the
various geological ages, prehistoric fossils, etc.. The Gap Theory
translates the fourth word of verse 2 as "became" instead of
"was". They think that judgement came upon the first creation
and this caused the earth to become without form and void, and
beginning in verse 2, we have a re-creation of the earth. This may
be, and we won't know until we get to heaven. I no longer believe
and teach the Gap Theory. The Bible says that death came into
the world because of the actions of one man. There was no death
in the world until God killed an animal as a substitute for the death
of Adam, and used the skin to cover him. In verse 2, we see the
mass of material that make up this earth, but they are not in their
final form and the whole mass is contained in and covered over
with water. There is only darkness.

Verse 3, And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
This is not the light from the sun, because God does not make the
sun until day 4. God is able to furnish light. In the New
Jerusalem, John the revelator says we will have no need for the
sun because the glory of God lights it and the Lamb is the lamp
thereof. (Rev. 21:23)

In verses 4 & 5 God divides the light from the dark, He calls

the light Day and the darkness Night. God starts the earth rotat-
ing with the light source on one side of the earth and we have the. —

first day. Darkness was first, so the order is the evening and the
morning of day 1.
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Read verses 6-8: On the second day, God put a space between

the waters, He causes some of the wate%cggr_igﬁm

water and He calls this space "heaven”. For simplicity, let's just

call this heaven, "sky". God put some waters above the sky and

some waters below the sky. The earth was surrounded with a wa-
_ter vapor canopy which was probably above the atmosphere and
m so that the temperature over all the earth was

mild and uniform. in, no deserts, no polar caps, lush vegeta- _
tion world wide. The vapor canopy filtered ont the cosmic radia- _

tion and ultra-violet light. The long lives of the first generationsis
Mditions brought about by the closed system
_made by the vapor canopy. We Wt‘ it when

the flood comes upon the earth. T

Read verses 9-13: God forms the seas, the dry land, and causes .
_plants to grow. God called for the waters under the sky to be
gathered together in one place and for the dry land to appear. It
could be that at this time all the land was in one mass. I believe
that the whole surface of the eart?;vm%?mhe time of the
flood and that no land that existed before the flood was recogniz-

able after the flood. i
\\._..w 1 ¢ _,)

God created the plants full grown, bearing fruits and seed, and

each plant was to bear seed of its own kind. There can be vari-
eties of kind, but you can't produce one "kind" from a different
"kind". All plant life was made on this day 3.

The fourth day, verses 14-19, God fills the heavens with "light
_givers". On the first day, God called for "light", but on the fourth
day, he called for light givers. The chief purpose in both instances
is to divide the day from the night. The light coming to the earth
during the first three days was essentially the same. The light was
coming during the day just as if it were coming from the sun, and
during the night as though from the moon and stars, and they
haven't even been made yet. It is no problem for God to create
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the light rays before making the light generators. Four functions
of the light givers as stated in verse 14b: For signs, for seasons,
for days, and years.

Note in verse 16b, "he made the stars also." Just like it was no big
deal. Millions and millions of stars, and God made them all. Sci-
ence teaches that some of the stars are billions of light years from
the earth. But God created the light trail from the stars three days
before he created the stars! I can't explain it, but I believe it.
When science says they see something happening to a star that
happened millions of years ago and the light is just now appearing
on earth. I say, "praise the Lord for His power and His might. He
is able to create phenomenon which is beyond our understanding."

He puzzles the experts. j I % 2. / %

%ay Five: vv20-23. Animal life of the sea and air are created,

Life did not occur because of the right combination of chemicals.
Life required the second act of creation from God. Verse 21 uses
the word bara. This word was not used for making pm
the third day. Plants do not have self consciousness=They are life
only in that they grow and reproduce. Animal TW
with self consciousness and never evolved. A fish reproduces fish,
birds reproduce birds, dogs-dogs, cats-cats. It takes more faith to
believe in evolution than it does to believe in the creation by God.

The popular theory is that the universe is more than four billion
years old. They believe things always happened at the same rate it
is happening now. Using this method, scientist believed there
would be fifty-three feet of cosmic dust on the moon. They found
only two to six inches of accumulated dust on the moon. This in-
dicates that the moon is very young. On earth, the rate of accu-
mulation of coral reefs and the peat bogs point to a very young
earth. Many other scientific measurements, such as the deteriora-
tion of the earth's magnetic field and the growth of the coral reefs
indicate an age of less than ten thousand years.

2
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Lesson 2: Life on Earth
Bible reference: Genesis 1:24-2:24

Read Genesis 1:24-25. On the sixth day of creation, God created
the animal life that lives on the land, and the jewel of His creation,
Man. Notice, on the fifth day, He created the animals of the sea
and the birds of the air. From last week's study of the fifth day,
and verses 24 & 25 of today's lesson, what is the true order of the
appearance of animal life? According to the bible, the true order
is: On the fifth day He made Sea animals and birds, On the sxxth
day, He made Land animals, Reptiles, and Man. As
M/_Mh“p'_” J st T1amry //z }2‘/ e 47 /7/
Read verses 26-28: The creatlofi”bf Man. "Let us" clearly points
to the trinity of God. The verb used is "asah" which means to
make something with materials already available. Man is to have
dominion over all the animal life of both land and sea. In verse 27,
the verb is "bara" which means to create out of nothing. This is
the Wﬁ@g the likeness of God. On
this sixth day, God created both male and female. In chapter 2 we
will study the progression more thoroughly. Verse 28 shows that
multiplying the human race was God's plan. The act of procre-
ation is not the result of sin, it only becomes sin when used wrong-
fully. God expresses His will which is to be fruitful, multiply, sub-
due the earth, and have dominion over all animal life.

Read verses 29-30, God makes ision for food for His cre-
ation. Plant life is meant for food for both animals and man.
Meat is not permitted until Genesis 9:3. It is important to re-

member that even the lion did not eat meat before the flood . .
IN THe M!H{N'IUM ‘3"\'\3 it wnll ST s "' Ry [ RARLS

Mgttt 3 .

Read Genesis 2:1-3. God rested on the seventh day. God did not

\ +0
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need to rest, but this marks a cessation of creation and God
blesses this as a special day and sets it aside for special service to
Him. The rest of God on the seventh day is a model for mankind
to follow. A time when we should meditate upon all the wonders
of the other six days of God's work, That God rested one day
gives support to the fact that the six days of creation are twenty-
four hour days. If each day represented an age, this would mean
that God rested for a similar period. )

Read verses 4-7. The rest of chapter 2 is a retelling of the creation
of man and details it in a different way. It does not conﬂict with @y/

chapter 1, it compliments it. In verse 7, the verb is " whncg ﬂ’@.&j
means to form or mold, such as a potter molds his clay. Go
formed man from the ground, created his spirit, and breathed hfe a

into his soul. Man was created as a trinity: spirit, soul, & body. - CheqTe
With his spirit, man has God consciousness. The spirit of manis g, AV
that part which is able to communicate with God. With his soul

(mind), man has self consciousness, an active will, desires, and
emotions. With his body, man has world consciousness through

the five senses. Plant life has a body and is able to reproduce.

Animal life has self consciousness with desires and emotions. But

only man has spiritual life.

A home prepared (The Garden of Eden) Read Gen. 2:8-14.

God prepared a special place for man, a beautiful garden called
"Eden", meaning "delight". Eden contained everything man would
need. God provided plants for beauty and plants for food.

Among the plants was the tree of life and the tres of kr knowledge of
good and evil. Many people attempt to locate the geographical
location of Eden from descriptions given in verses 10-14. How-
ever, the description of the area and the rivers named do not fit
any area of our world today. This is to be expected since the an-
cient world was completely destroyed in the flood and to speculate
about the location of Eden is useless. The water cycle of the
Edenic world was completely different from what we know today.
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There was no rain (2:5-6), but a mist went up from the earth to
water the ground and the garden was irrigated with a river that
flowed through the garden. After leaving the garden, the river
parted into four rivers. In our world today, rivers come together,
they don't part into other rivers.

Verses 15-17 Man is put in the garden with an assignment to
dress the garden and keep it. Man was not meant to be idle and
this is not a hard and tedious task, but was really an enjoyable,
easy job. Man was created with the power of choice, therefore
some test must be glven to prove whether man will choose to obey

_or disobey. God gave permission to eat freely, except from the
‘tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God sets the penalty for
disobedience. The penalty is death. God had also given permis-

~xforrto €at of the tree of life which was in the middle of the gar-

den. The tree of life will be in the New Jerusalem after the Millen-
nium,

Verses 18-25, God said, "it is not good that the man should be
alone;" A companion is needed to give him company and to help
him. But before God makes a helper and companion for man, He
causes all the animals to pass before Adam to see what he will call
them. And whatever Adam called them, that was their name. So,
Adam was extremely intelligent and had the ability to converse in
a spoken language. None of the animals which God had formed
from the ground were suitable for a helper to Adam. So God
made a woman from one of Adam's rib. The verb used in verse 22
is " which means to l},t_lild or | erect. God built the first

__riage and the first home is estabhshed Both man and woman
were completemnt at this time. Neither knew the differ-
ence between good and evil. They did understand God's will for
them and that He expected them to obey Him.

Next Week: The Fall of Man, Genesis 3:1-24.
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Lesson 3: The Fall of Man

Scripture reference: Genesis, chapters 3 & 4.
THE TEMPTATION, Gen. 3:1-5

In last week's lesson, God placed man in the garden of Eden to

take care of it and the garden was to provide food for the man's
nourishment. God did have one prohibition given in 2:16 & 17.
What was that prohibition and what was the consequence of not
obeying?

THE TEMPTER, verse 1. The serpent was the craftiest of all the
creatures God had made. Before being cursed, of God, the ser-
pent was evidently a beautiful beast of the field, and being a beast
of the field, had legs with which to walk about. Whether any of
the Edenic animals had the ability to converse with man, we do
not know, but we cannot rule it out because things were much dif-
ferent in Eden before the curse. Or, it may be that Eve, being in-
nocent, did not know that the animals were incapable of speaking,
and therefore, was not alarmed when the serpent spoke to her.

We now know that the serpent was used by an evil spirit which is
later identified as Satan, the devil. Where did Satan come from?
He was created by God, not as the evil devil that now is, but he
was created as Lucifer, the anointed Cherub that covereth, he was
perfect from the day he was created until iniquity was found in
him. Because of his beauty and brightness, his pride overwhelmed
him and he led a revolt in heaven which resulted n one third of the
angels joining with him to oppose God's plan for mankind.

(Ezk. 28:11-19, Isa. 14:12-15, Rev. 12:4 & 9)

Lucifer evidently was created sometime during the creation week,
for God was alone when He began the creation. He was not
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created after the first week because God finished all His creation
work on the sixth day. Lucifer maintained his perfect created state
at least until the end of the sixth day, for God declared that all He
had created was very good. (Gen. 1:31). Therefore, sometime
between the seventh day and Genesis 3:1, Lucifer wanted to exalt
himself to be like God, and at that time became Satan, the devil.
The time frame here could be anywhere from a few days to several
years, the Bible just doesn't tell us.

Satan began the temptation by asking a question that seemed to
cast doubt on God's word. Temptation and sin are not the same.
You can be tempted without sinning. Jesus was tempted in every
way more than we can ever be tempted, yet He remained sin free.
Temptation introduces doubt and denial of God's word. Tempta-
tion gives a person the choice to obey God or disobey. God did
not tempt Adam and Eve to disobey. They were free to eat of ev-
ery tree, except one. They had the power of free choice just as we
also, when we are tempted, must choose either to obey God or
yield to the temptation that is before us. God always provides an
avenue of escape from temptation if we will just look for it. Jesus

used the word of God to combat the temptations of the devil. We

need to correctly know the word of God in order to resist the
devil. Eve misquoted God and allowed the devil to cast more
doubt in her mind.

Verse 6 contains the pathway of every sin: The lust of the ap-
petite; the lust of the eyes; and the pride of life. Every tempta-
tion comes through these avenues. Be careful of your fleshly ap-
petite (desires of the flesh), be aware that the eye gate is the en-
trance way for much lust (seeing and continuing to gaze at some-
thing can cause sinful desire), and remember the old saying "pride
goeth before a fall" is very true (God hates pride). The primary
tactic of Satan is lying. John 8:44 says there is no truth in him,
he is a liar and the father of lies. He came to Eve in the form of
a beautiful and wise beast planting doubt in her mind and raising
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questions about God's word. Eve yielded to sin because she ei-
ther didn't rightly know the word of God, or she just wasn't bold
enough to quote it as she knew it should be. Many, of us today,
stumble because we are not bold enough in our witness for God.
Misery loves company,-and that's true of sin. Eve gave to her hus-
band and he ate. Adam was not tricked or deceived, he chose to
disobey God. (1Timothy 2:14).

Verse 7. Immediately they realized something was wrong with
them and that they were no longer innocent. They now knew the
difference between good and evil. Disobedience brought a con-
sciousness of sin, a feeling of condemnation and separation
from God. Their nature became evil and unfriendly toward God.
(Romans 8:7-8). They try to cover themselves, but man's efforts
to cover his own sins are never adequate.

Verses 8-21. The result of disobedience is judgment: the serpent
is cursed; the woman is cursed; the man is cursed; even the earth is
cursed. Adam and Eve are expelled from paradise. Even in pun-
ishing man, God reveals his redemptive purpose and provides ex-
ceeding mercy and grace. Verse 15 is a promise of the redeemer
who will destroy the works of the devil, and in verse 21 God pro-
vides a substitute to die so that their sins might be covered. This
is the first death in the Bible and from this point forward, there is
no remission of sin without the shedding of blood. (Heb. 9:22)
The Old Testament teaches that for every sin, someone must die,
either the sinner or a substitute. In Old Testament times, the
atonement made with a substitute was only temporary. In New
Testament times, our substitute is Jesus who made the atonement
one time, with his own body and blood. The atonement Jesus
mabkes is for all the sins of all the world, and for all time.

Verses 22-24. God cannot allow imperfect man to eat of the tree
of life. With the influence of sin in the world, it would not be
good for man to be unable to die. So God put man out of the gar-
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den and placed Cherubim with flaming swords at the entrance to
keep mankind from returning to the garden and eating of the tree
of life. It's just speculation, but I believe the garden of Eden re-
mained on earth until the great flood and that the people were fa-
miliar with its location and knew why the Cherubim were guarding
it. -

Chapter 4 , This is the story of Cain and Abel. Cain, the older
son, was a farmer and grew crops for food and seed. Abel was a
shepherd. Remember, meat was not to be eaten, so the reason
that Abel raised animals must have been for the purpose of having
animals to perform the sacrifice of blood which God had demon-
strated to Adam and Eve when He made coverings for them. I be-
lieve God instructed them, at that time, how to make a proper sac-
rifice for the remission of their sins.

Abel was one of the first business men. He evidently traded his
animals for the fruit of the ground. Cain knew he needed an ani-
mal for his offering, but he wanted to do it his way. He couldn't
understand why the fruit of his labor was unacceptable. But that is
not God's way. God’s revealed will requires a blood sacrifice.
Cain’s offering was bloodless, the work of his own hands, and the
product of the cursed ground. Cain was very upset that God re-
fused the product of his labor. Even if we don’t have the proper
gift,- God will provide. Look at verse 7, this is the first time the
word “sin” is used in the bible. The correct word is “sin offering”.
In other words, God was telling Cain that if he had offered the
proper sacrifice, it would have been accepted and if not,- God
would provide a lamb. Evidently, there was a lamb lying at the
door of Cain’s tent when he went in upset. God told him the lamb
would yield to him and he would have power over the lamb. Re-
member how God provided a ram for Abraham to use in place of
his son Isaac? Cain went out to talk with Abel, but evidently they
got into an argument and he murdered Abel. God put a curse on
Cain that removes his ability to support himself as a farmer and he
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is to be a fugitive and a vagabond for the rest of his life. To keep
someone from killing Cain, God put a mark on him and declares
that anyone who murders Cain will be punished sevenfold. Notice
the similarity of the names of Cain’s descendants in verses 17-19
and the descendants of Seth in chapter 5, verses 7-28, There is
Enoch and Enos; Mhujael and Mahalaleel; Methusael and
Methuselah; Lamech and Lamech, Cain's descendants become
Godless and more evil. Lamech (on Cain’s line) kills a man and
brags that anyone who harms him will be avenged 77 times.

Adam and Eve have another son, Seth, who starts the line of
Godly men. (Verse 26 - then began men to call upon the name of
the Lord.)

Next week: Genesis 5 & 6, NOAH IN A CORRUPT WORLD.
Trace the generations of Adam, make a line graph of the life span
of Adam's descendants all the way to Noah. Notice which ones
lived during Adam's lifetime(all except Noah), and the ones who
lived during Noah's lifetime (All except Adam). So its very possi-
ble that all those listed before Noah could very well have had per-
sonal conversations with Adam. See if you can determine the time
of Methuselah's death. It will be an interesting study, pray for the
leadership of the Holy Spirit.

Person Born Lived Died in the Year
Adam ............ O, 930 years................... 930
Seth .............. 130, 912years ................... 1042
Enos.............. 235 905 years................... 1140
Cainan............ 325 i, 910 years................... 1235
Mahalaleel .....395..................c.oc 895 years.................. 1290
Jared ............. 460, 962 years..........coeevnnn 1422
Enoch............ 022, 365 years..........ooeeee. 987
Methuselah ....687....................cco.oon 969 years.........c......... 1656
Lamech ......... 874 i 777 years................... 1651
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Lesson 4: Noah in a Corrupt World
Scripture reference: Genesis, chapters 5 & 6

We have already learned of two sons of Adam, Abel the shepherd
who was slain by his brother Cain who fled from the Lord and be-
came father of a line of wicked men. Now, our attention is drawn
to the Godly line which comes from Seth. In chapter 5 are the
names of nine descendants of Adam. Make a graph of the lifespan
of these nine men plus the lifetime of Adam.

Adam.
Seth
Enos
Cainan
Mabhalaleel
Jared
Enoch
Methuselah

Lamech

Noah
The lines on the above graph represent the life span of the named
patriarch. Starting with Adam living from year 0 to the year 930,
fill in the year of the birth and death of each man. Seth will be 130
1042, etc.. These lines are not to scale, but do allow you to see
which men were contemporaries by comparing vertically the be-
ginning and ending of each line.

Adam was alive during part of the lifetime of all of the others, ex-
cept Noah. Lamech was alive during part of the lifetime of all the
above. Noah was alive during part of the life of each of his ances-
tors, except Adam, Seth, and Enoch. It is possible that all of the
above, except Noah, may have had conversations with Adam and
learned of his experience in Eden. After the flood, the average life
span begins to decline until it reaches the biblical three-score and
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ten years. The water vapor canopy filtered out the dangerous cos-
mic radiation and allowed people to live longer lives. These were
solar years just as we count them. Moses was educated by the
Egyptians who counted time in solar years, therefore if Moses in-
tended another method of counting years, he would have indicated
it.

Enoch, the seventh in line from Adam, is very interesting. What
happened in Gen. 5:24 ?

What does Jude 14-15 say about him?

What does Hebrews 11:5 say?

Methuselah the son of Enoch, lived longer than any other Bible
character. Jude 14 says that Enoch prophesied about judgment
and the second coming of the Lord. Enoch made another
prophecy of judgment when he named his son Methuselah. The
name Methuselah means "When he dies, judgment will come". His
name takes special meaning when we realize that Methuselah died
in the same year as the flood. I don't think he died in the flood,
—— but I do believe he died a few weeks before the flood.

Chapter 6 describes the world of Noah's time. What does God say
about the people in verse 5?

Write-t-what-verse-H-says-about-th
2 UL

times.

These descriptions become more important to us when we read
Matt.24;37-39.

What is the reason for such world-wide wickedness? Demonic in-



16 Genesis Study

fluence is one answer. Each human being must make a choice for
good or evil. Satan was hard at work trying to corrupt the whole
human race and was doing a good job of it. Verse 2 tells us that
the sons of God married the daughters of men. This could mean
that the Godly descendants of Seth married the wicked descen-
dants of Cain. But let's consider another viewpoint: The phrase
"sons of God" is used only three times in the Old Testament. (Job
1:6, 2:1, & 38:7). In each case it clearly refers to angels. Early
translators of the Bible and the early Christian writers understood
this as a reference to fallen angels which we now call demons.
These fallen angels apparently possessed the bodies of wicked men
and married wicked women. Their offspring may have had un-
usual abilities and size. Mankind was degenerating fast and had
God allowed it to continue, future generations would have little
opportunity to fellowship with the Father due to the cntinuous in-
fluence of evil. Read verses 6 & 7 then write in verse

8

1Peter 3:20 speaks of the longsuffering of God, 2 Peter 3:9 tells
us why God waited to bring judgment. Write in the rea-
son,

God pronounces His judgment upon all flesh in Gen. 6:13. What
is that judgment?
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Salvation provided, verses 14-22. God said "make an ark". An
ark is a box that floats. The size is approximately 450 feet long,
150 feet wide, 45 feet high, proportioned almost like a shoe-box.,
but containing over one and a half million cubit feet of cargo
space. Engineers tell us that the shape and dimensions of the ark
would make it able to right itself even after a tilt of almost 90 de-
grees. It would automatically turn parallel to the larger waves and
be exceedingly stable.

The ark is a beautiful picture of our salvation:

Designed by God, not man.

God gives the invitation through His grace.

Noah accepted the invitation through faith.

Only one door. Jesus is the only door of salvation.

God sealed them in. We are sealed by the Holy Spirit.
Covered with pitch, the same word for "atonement".

Next week: THE GREAT FLOOD. Study Gen. 7:1--9:19. Be
prepared to answer the following:

How many people were saved from the flood?

What was the date of the flood?

How deep were the waters?

How long was the earth completely covered with water?

How long were Noah and his family aboard the ark?
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Lesson 5: The Great Flood
Lesson reference; Gen. 7:1 thru 9:19.

Chapter 7 opens with the first invitation in the Bible. The
Lord said "Come". He did not say "go", for the Lord was
present in the ark and would be the protector, comforter,
and sustainer while Noah and his family were aboard the
ark. God also closes the Bible with an invitation, Rev.
22:17, "and the Spirit and the bride say, Come."

After over one hundred years of warning, God is ready to
begin loading the ark. He gives instructions to Noah to
take of each of the clean animals, of each of
the unclean animals, and of each of the birds. Un-
til now, the Bible has not designated any animals as "clean
or unclean”. God had probably revealed earlier which ani-
mals were suitable for offerings and sacrifices. Or, this
may be a new revelation to Noah. Later, in Lev. 11, God
does list the clean animals for Israel. Such distinctions do
not apply to Christians (Acts10:9-15, and 1 Timothy 4:4).

Noah did not have to go out and "round up" the animals,
they came on their own accord (verse 15) and according to
"kind"(verse 14), not variety. God did not need two of each
variety, but two of each species. For example, only two
dogs entered the ark, but they carried the genetic pool for
developing all the varieties of dogs we now have. Since
the clean beast came in an uneven number, three pair and
one extra, the extra must have been for the purpose of
making sacrifice and offerings to God. Even though Noah
did not have to go out and capture the animals, he did have
to gather the food that would be required (Gen. 6:21) and
he did have to get the materials to build the ark, which illus-
trates that we must work because of our faith. Noah
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believed what God had told him, and acting on his faith in
the word of God, Noah did the work that showed his faith,
building the ark and preaching righteousness (2 Peter 2:5).

Genesis 7:11 gives the date of the beginning of the flood
as the year of Noah's life, the ____month, the
____day. Refer back to the graph in Lesson 5. If Noah
was born 1056 years after Adam's creation, this would
make the flood have happened years after
Adam's creation. Methuselah died in what year?

. How many people went into the ark?

(Genesis 7:13 & 1 Peter 3:20). Notice that God

shut the door (v 16). The invitation was given,
but when the door of opportunity was shut, there was no
second chance. God is not willing that any should perish,
but he also said his spirit will not always strive with man.
(Gen. 6:3). Unbelievers of today feel the Holy Spirit striv-
ing to draw them to the Father, but there can come a time
when they have rejected the Holy Spirit so many times that
God says, "leave him alone Spirit, he is joined to his idols."
At that time, the door of invitation is closed and the Holy
Spirit never again seeks to draw that person to place their
faith in the atoning blood of Christ.

Go back to verse 11 to find from where the waters came.
Until now, it had never rained upon the earth. People did
not even know what rain was. What happened should not
really be classified as rain. Verse 11 says that all the foun-
tains of the deep were broken up and the windows of
heaven were opened. Suddenly, water from underneath
the surface of the earth came to the surface in large gey-
sers, creating great passageways which we see today as
caverns. The water canopy which was above the earth col-
lapsed sending down a waterfall all over the earth. This
was not like any rain that we have ever seen, it was more



20 Genesis Study

like being underneath Niagara Falls. Just image Niagara
Falls falling all over the earth and at the same time, an
equal amount of water is coming from underneath the sur-
face. All this water came with high-pressure and with great
violence. No one had any chance of escaping, the whole
earth was being changed by the actions of the waters. Evi-
dence of this violent flood abounds all over the world.

How long did it rain? (vv 12 & 17)

Scientist say that if all the moisture in our atmosphere were
to rain on the earth at the same time, it would last only a
few days and would cover the earth to an average depth of
a few inches, and this would be if all the earth were at the
same elevation. So, with the present system, a world-wide
totally destructive flood would be impossible, which sup-
ports the water vapor canopy theory. Verses 18 & 19 de-
scribe how the waters prevailed exceedingly and all the
high hills under the whole heaven were covered. How high
did the waters go? We can't really know because the to-
pography must have been vastly different than it was after
the flood. But, we do know that the ark came to rest on
Mount Ararat, which means that Mount Ararat was covered.
Today, the elevation of Mount Ararat is 17,000 feet, which
is over three miles above sea level. So, even if the great
tall mountains were formed during the flood, they were all
covered. Even if the mountains have gained altitude since
the flood, the difference would only be in feet, not miles. It
would be safe to say that the flood waters covered the
earth at a depth of more than two miles.
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How long was the earth completely covered with water?
. By carefully following verses 1-19 of
chapter 8, you will find these facts:
40 days of rain.
110 days adrift after the rain was over.
74 days grounded before the tops of the mountains could
be seen.
40 days later, raven and dove released.
7 days later, dove returns with leaf.
7 days later, dove stays away.
36 days later, face of dry ground appears.
57 days later, they leave the ark.

This makes a total of 371 days that Noah and his family
were aboard the ark. Verse 20 confirms that the extra
clean animals were for worship and offerings to God, and
God makes a promise to never again destroy the earth in
this manner.

Many geologist claim that canyons like the Grand Canyon
were slowly eroded by the action of the flowing water and
that it took millions of years to cut through the rock. Scien-
tist have now decided that the Grand Canyon was actually
cut during flood times and the cutting action came about
when huge amounts of debris are washed down the river.

If they will just acknowledge the world-wide flood of Noah's
day, they will be getting closer to the truth. When archae-
ologist find dinosaur bones, the bones are all in a pile just
as if they had been washed into that place by a strong cur-
rent. If you will just observe the various geological forma-
tions, it should be obvious that canyons and caverns were
formed from the tremendous force of water during the time
of the flood and the time of the receding water. A good
case could be made for fresh-water seas before the flood,
but we won't go into that. Just imagine all the violent action
going on with the water, and the destruction it wrought, and
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how it changed the whole earth and you will be closer to
understanding the theory of a relative young earth.

A new order for life on this earth is established in chapter
9. First, God instructs Noah's family to fill the earth; Sec-
ond, animals will now have the fear of man; Third, eating
meat is now permitted, but not the blood; Fourth, capital
punishment becomes the penalty for the act of murder; And
Fifth, God makes a covenant to never again destroy the
earth with water. He gives the rainbow as a token of His
covenant.

Next week: STARTING OVER, Gen. 9:20--11:22
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Lesson 6: Starting Over
Scripture reference: Genesis 9:20 -11:22

Verses 20-29, Noah's drunkenness and Canaan cursed:
The earth had been cleansed of all wicked and rebellious
people. Before the flood, Satan had been unable to corrupt
the family of Noah and he now seizes the opportunity.

Pure, healthful grapejuice can ferment through a process of
decay and corruption. Drinking this product of decay can
also cause moral and physical decay. We cannot know if
Noah knew about the dangers of fermented grapes, but we
do know that after a long lifetime of faithful obedience to
God, Noah stumbles in a significant way. He becomes
drunk and lay asleep naked in his tent. Ham's sin was not
that he accidently discovered his father naked, but that he
did not allow his father's shameful act to be private, and
rushed to “tell with delight" what he saw. Ham's action indi-
cates an attitude of rebellion toward the spiritual nature and
authority of his father. Shem and Japheth reacted quite dif-
ferently to the news of Noah's sin. Instead of shaming and
embarrassing him, they took a garment and walked back-
wards into the tent to cover their father.

When Noah awoke, he knew that his sinful condition had
been discovered because he was now covered with an-
other garment which was not his own. He speaks propheti-
cally concerning the future of his sons and their descen-
dants. Noah does not have the power to cause these
things to happen but merely proclaims that they will hap-
pen. A curse is pronounced upon Ham's youngest son,
Canaan. His descendants will be a servant people. We
often misinterpret this to mean slavery, which is wrong.
The nations which spring from Ham will serve the nations
of Shem and Japheth, but they are not cursed into slavery.
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Noah is prophesying that they will follow other gods of their
own devising. Noah's prophecy is that through the family
of Shem will come God's greatest blessing for mankind, the
promised seed of woman. Noah says that Japheth will be
enlarged and dwell in the tents of Shem. To be enlarged
means mentally open, and applies to intellectual pursuits.
To dwell in the tents of Shem means that Japheth will have
fellowship with Shem. By fellowshiping together, the na-
tions stemming from Japheth will share the spiritual bless-
ings of the nations of Shem. In this prophecy, Semites will
be spiritual;, Japhethites will be intellectual, and Hamites
will be more interested in physical things. This prophecy
probably occurred several years after the flood since
Canaan, the youngest of Ham's four sons, must have been
mature enough for Noah to know his character.

Before going into the next chapter, let's make some com-
parisons between Adam and Noah: Both were instructed to
Fill the earth; both committed sin. Adam with the fruit of
the tree and Noah with the fruit of the vine. Both were
Naked, Adam was covered by God, Noah was covered
by Shem and Japheth. Discovery of their sin became an
occasion for prophecy which included a curse and a
promise of delivery.

Chapter 10 is a list of the descendants of the sons of Noah.
There are seven sons of Japheth listed: Gomer, Magog,
Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. Also listed are
seven grandsons of Japheth. We can trace most of these
as ancestors of the Indo-European peoples. This would be
Western Russia and all the European countries. The four
sons of Ham and their families are listed and they eventu-
ally inhabited most of Africa, parts of Arabia, and much of
what we now call The Holy Land. Shem and his family are
the ancestors of all the Semitic people which are the Arabs
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and the Jews.

Now, as we go into chapter 11, we begin where chapter 9
ended. Chapter 10 is inserted to list the generations of the
sons of Noah and does not mean that all these people
were born before chapter 11. In fact, chapter 11 begins
with the fact that the whole earth was of one language ahd
one dialect, and even though chapter 9 ends with Noah's
death, | believe Noah was still alive even after the confu-
sion of tongues at Babel. If you add all the ages of
Abram's ancestors from Arphaxad to Terah, it looks like
Abram was around 50 years old when Noah died. Now
let's read the first 9 verses of chapter 11.

As the population increased, the people would have to
move out to new territories. Remember, God had told
Noah's family to multiply and fill the earth, but nearly all
were staying close together and began to follow Nimrod, a
grandson of Ham. Nimrod set up a kingdom at Babel which
was in the land of Shinar. After several generations, these
people became quite proficient at building, agriculture,
weaving, trading, and metalwork. They began to be proud
of their accomplishments and decided to build a great city
and a tower. They said, Let make brick; let
build a city and a tower; let make a name." They
were interested in their own will, not God's. They intended
to build a vast central complex to preserve their unity.
They knew God's will, but they wanted to circumvent his
command to fill the earth. They did not want to be scat-
tered.

God's judgment came not because He was afraid they
would reach into heaven, but because they were in direct
disobedience to His command. So,
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God gave each family a separate language. Even today,
when we don't understand another person's language, we
want to separate ourseives from them. That is exactly what
happened. The various families which could understand
each other grouped together and began putting distance
between them and the ones they couldn't understand.

The Babel society had become highly skilled and quite ad-
vanced and the families leaving took with them knowledge
and skills they had learned there. When they would settle
in a new area, they were not able to immediately put into
use the skills of Babel. They would have to establish tem-
porary housing and use crude tools until such time as they
could find suitable clays for brick and pottery. Also, it may
be some time before they would find suitable ore veins to
produce their bronze, copper, and iron. So each new com-
munity would go through their own “stone age, iron age,
efc.” These various ages actually occurred over a span of
a few generations, not over thousands of years.

The rest of our lesson, verses 10-22 traces the line of
Shem that produces the patriarch Abram (Abraham). Some
of these men are interesting to study. Eber is identified as
the father of all Hebrews. Moses identified YAHWEH as
the God of the Hebrews, so Eber must have been a true
worshiper of God even before the confusion of tongues at
the Tower of Babel. His son was Peleg of whom it is stated
that during his lifetime, the earth was divided. Most schol-
ars think that this means the confusion of the tongues and
the scattering of the tribes happened during his life. How-
ever, there are some scholars who teach that this was the
time that the earth was divided into continents. | prefer to
believe that the continents shifted during the great flood.
Following the line on down less than two hundred years,
we are in the lifetime of Abraham which we will begin
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studying next week.

Abraham is one of the most important characters of the Old
Testament, the next thirteen chapters of Genesis are de-
voted to him. Up to this time, human history has spanned
approximately 2,000 years. God has tested mankind under
innocency, conscience, and human government. In each
case mankind has failed to follow the direction which God
had set for him. Now God will single out one man to make
a nation that will be the steward of God's plan for the world.
Our scripture for next week will be Genesis chapters 12
through 17. Study it carefully and prayerfully.
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Lesson 7: Abraham Steps Out in Faith
Scripture reference: Genesis 10:27 through 17:27

In our previous lessons, we did not discuss who compiled
all the information that is contained in the book of Genesis.
We did acknowledge that Moses was the human author be-
cause the Bible calls Genesis part of the Book of Moses.
We believe that the Bible is completely inspired by God,
and that God dealt with Moses in a very personal way
which would account for Moses knowing all the history that
went before him. However, there is a school of opinion
which allows various patriarchs to keep a book of their gen-
erations and pass it down to later generations. Genesis
5:1 says; "This is the book of the generations of Adam".
Seth continues the genealogy all the way to Noah. Seth
lived until Noah was about ninety years old, so he could
have passed the book on to him. Chapter 10 opens with
the generations of the sons of Noah, which was evidently
kept by Shem who list his own descendants to the fifth gen-
eration, but Ham's family is listed to the third generation
and Japheth's to only the second. He was able to keep up
with the total family until the time of the Babel dispersion at
which time the families were separated not only geographi-
cally, but separated by language differences as well.

Shem must have passed the records on to Terah, (Genesis
11:27). Shem lived until after Terah's death and even
Noah lived until Terah was 128 years old. All the descen-
dants of Eber (Gen. 11:16) spoke the same language after
the confusion of tongues. Eber is called the father of the
Hebrews, so the language they spoke was Hebrew. Eber's
son, Peleg was born approximately 100 years after the
flood and the Bible says that the earth was divided during
his lifetime. Terah was born approximately 100 years after
Peleg. Terah must have started as a true believer and wor-
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shiper of the One True and Almighty God since he had
been entrusted with the sacred records and he probably re-
ceived a call from God to take his family into the land of
Canaan. They had been living in Ur which is south of Ba-
bel, and they journeyed to Haran which is North of Babel.
Terah died in Haran at the age of 205 years. In Acts 7:4,
Stephen says that Abram waited until his father was dead
before he left Haran. This has led to much confusion as to
the time Abram left Haran. If Terah was 70 years old when
Abram was born, then Terah was 145 years old when
Abram left. In order for Abram to leave Haran after his fa-
ther's death would require that Terah was 130 plus years
old when Abram was born and that would have required a
miracle. One possible solution is that Terah had become
comfortable in Haran and no longer planned to carry out
the mission God had given him, so as far as Gd's purpose
for his life,-he was dead. God renews his call, but this time
only to Abram.

Chapter 12 is the beginning of a great life of walking by
faith. God calls Abram to get away from that country, get
away from his father's house, get away from his kinfolks.
Often times we have to separate ourselves from family and
friends in order to be completely in the will of God. | often
think of how our missionaries forsake family and friends
here, to go out to a strange country to work for the Lord.
God makes a great promise to bless Abram, to make him a
great nation, to make his name great, and to make him a
blessing. According to verse 4, how old was Abram when
he left Haran? Who did he take with him?

all their substance and the souls
they had gotten in Haran. Evidently Abram was already a
wealthy man, having cattie and servants which he took with
him.
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In verse 7, the Lord appears to Abram after he arrived in
the land of Canaan. This is the first time an appearance of
God is mentioned in the Scripture. He may have appeared
to Adam, Enoch, or Noah, but the Scripture does not say
so. This was an actual visible manifestation and many
scholars understand this as a pre-incarnate appearance of
Christ. In this appearance, the Lord promises the land to
Abram's seed. Abram builds an altar and worships the
Lord at a place which is called Bethel.

Hebrews 11:8 points out how Abram went out by faith to
an unknown land. God has rewarded his faith with a great
promise which becomes known as the Abrahamic
covenant, which we will look at more closely later. But like
most of us, Abram has his mountain top experiences and
times in the valley. Satan is not unaware that God has
chosen Abram to be the father of the messianic line and he
is determined to corrupt this family and make them unsuit-
able. Most Christians have been tempted the most, right
after having a mountain top spiritual experience. That is
the way Satan works. Verse 10 tells us a severe famine
developed in the land. At this point in Abram's life, he was
not strong enough, or wise enough, to withstand the test.
God had told him to go to Canaan, but now the land will not
support him so he makes the decision to move to Egypt.
Egypt always represents worldly things (sin). The Bible
says "Abram went down into Egypt". The Egyptians were
polytheistic and immoral. They immediately saw Sarai as a
beautiful and desirous woman. Abram decided to tell the
Egyptians that she was his sister instead of his wife, think-
ing this would save his life and perhaps hers also. At any
rate, Abram was now out of the will of God and the
Pharaoh of Egypt took Sarai into his household. He evi-
dently did not defile her, but was preparing to take her for
his wife when the Lord brings great plagues upon Pharaoh



